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1. *Tis limited in its Nature and Meaſure 


e | 
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The Text. Eſ. 119. 96. : Lo 
H E Perfection of the Creature is limited, and 


finite 


1. View it abſtractedly and by itſelf 
No Creature poſſeſſed of all Excellencies 
Nor any in the higheſt Degree 
GOD only abſolutely perfect 
A finite Mind may comprehend them 
2. View it 1n it's Relation, to Man 
Two Rules to try it's Perfection 
1. The Creature can't perfect our Nature 


Our Perfection lyes in moral Rectitude 


No Creature can cure our Diſorder 
Not by the Knowledge of it 
Not by the Enjoyment of it 


Worldly Poſſeſſions have powerful Temptations 


Not by the beſt Improvement of. it 
Unſanctifyed Nature improves all for ſelf 
To rectify the Soul is a ſupernatural Work 
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No Happineſs without Rectitude 
Our Happineſs lieth not in ourſelves 
1. The Creature is not a proportionable Good 
Objects of Senſe are not ſuited to Spirits 
Happineſs founded in Likeneſs 


The Creature is not proportionable to our Wants 
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Can't free the Soul from Subjection to Senſe 
Nor from Guilt 


Nor from Condemnation 


Nor furniſh the Soul with a proper Manſion 


The Creature is not proportionable to our Cravings 


_ GOD only a ſatisfactory Good 
The Creature is not proportionable in 


'The Soul is immortal 


Duration 


2, The Creature is not truly and fully enjoyed 
Our preſent Poſſeſſion dependant 


We are only Stewards 
No Happineſs without Union 


GOD can't make happy without Enjoyment 5 


II. Creature Perfection fi 


nite in Duration 
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PSALM CXIX. 95. ans 


T have ſeen an End | of all Per - 
fection; but thy Commantlment 
is exceeding broad, 1 


* 
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dea of exalted Piety ; every 
f 1t breathes the deepeſt Devo- 
nd expreſſes, in bright Charac- 


ters, the Pſalmiſt's high Guſt, and 


Reliſh for the Divine Law. How deeply is it 
engraven upon his Heart? while his continual 
Meditation upon it is ſweet, and his utmoſt Care 
is to reg ulate himſeff, in his whole Conduct, by 
it, as the perfect Rule of Life. How does it 
dwel! upon his Tongue? while he triumphs Fg 9 


alm gives us a fair, and beau- 
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the Praiſe of it, and recommends it to us, as moſt 


worthy of our higheſt Regards, by the moſt al- 
luring Arguments, of its own native Excellency, 
and the blefſed Advantages that ever accompany 
a fincere and hearty Obſervation of it ; and as. 
tranſcendently illuſtrious, when compared with the 
utmoſt Perfection, and Dignity, the whole Creation 
can pretend unto. 

It is by Way of Compariſon, that, in the 
Words J have read, he raiſes his own Value, and 
Eſteem of it; and urges it upon us, as challeng- 
ing our moſt prevailing Aﬀection, and vigorous 
Endeavours to conform our ſelves to the holy 
Rules of it: I have feen an End of all Perfection; 
4 B Thy Commandment is exceeding broad. In which 
> Words, there is evidently a Comparifon made, 
'7 between the Perfection of the Creatures, or all the 
T1 Excellency that is to be found upon the Things 
3% # of this World, and the Excellency of the Divine 
| Commandment ; and the holy Eſalmiſt, who had a 

Juſt Acquaintance with all that is excellent in hs 
Creature, as being King in Jeſburun, and a large 
Experience of the Sweetneſs of the Command- 
ment of GOD, as being a Favourite of Heaven, 
1 and ſo a proper Judge in the Cafe, (befides his 
being under the Influence of the Divine Spiration) 
3 plainly declaring in Favour of the Law of God, and 
aſſuring us, that, tho? there is an Eud 10 ll the Per- 
fection that is to be found upon the Creatures, yet 
the Commandment of God is exceeding broad; the 
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both in Extent, and Duration. 

I have feen an End of all Perfection, or 1 have 
ſeen to the End of all the Perfection the whole 
World can boaſt of. When J examine the Beau- 
ties, and Excellencies, of the Creatures, I need 
not to travel far, in the Search, before I come to 


Excellency of it far ſurpaſſes that of the Creatures, | 


thee 
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Serm. I. of the Creature. 3 
their utmoſt Limits, and ſee their culminating 
Point ; they fall within the Compaſs of my Un- 
derſtanding, and, at moſt, are to be meaſured by 
finite Reaſon and View. I have ſeen too, by Ex- 
perience, that all created Perfection is as finite in 
its Duration, as limited in its Nature; and how- 
ever fair, and promiſing, it appear'd to me, while 
at a Diſtance, yet, when it came within my Reach, 
and I was ready to flatter my ſelf with a long Se- 
ries of Happineſs in the Enjoyment of it, I was 
ſoon convinced of my wild Miſtake, for it winged 
it ſelf away from me. So the greateſt Luſtre here, 
not only has its dark Spots, -but-perfotms its ſtated, 
and ſhort, Revolutions, and then ſets in Obſcurity. 
The Glory of this World is tranſient and fading, 
and the faireſt Lilly will ſoon wither away. So 
have I ſeen an End of all Perfection in the Crea- 
ture; all the Things of this World, which Men 
value and eſteem at ſo high a Rate, their Wiſdom 
and Knowledge, their Strength and Fortitude, 
their Beauty and Gaiety, their Wealth and Furni- 
ture, their ſhowy Trapings and Marks of Honour, 
their Greatneſs and Magnificence, the Excellency 
of it all is limited in its Meaſure, and finite in its 
Duration. 1 

But, Thy Commandment is exceeding broad. The 
Excellency, and Perfection, of thy Commandment 
vaſtly tranſcends, both in Meaſure, and Duration, all 


that is to be found upon the Creature. This is an un- 


meaſurable Field ; the further I travel in it, the more 
indeed I ſee of its large Extent ; but yet, I am never 
the nearer to the End of it. Here lies the ſuperior | 


Excellency of thy Commandment, that, view it 


which Way I will, I fee it all bright and illuſtri- 
ous, without the leaſt Spot to ſhade its Glory; 


and the mGre I examige the Beauties of it, the 


more I behold the Wonders out of thy Law, but 


B 2 ? yet 
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yet there remains an inſcrutable Depth behind, 
which I am not able to fathom. The higher 1 
climb this ſteep Aſcent, I am the more raiſed a- 


bove the loftieſt Pinnacle of created Perfection, 
but the Excellency of thy Commandment main- 


"tains a continued Elevation, and is forever above 


my Reach, and View. So is it, 2% broad at Bot- 


tom, and at Top too high, for the urmolk Stretch of 


Knit Underſtanding. 

Beſides, tis forever ſettled, and as faſt in 
Heaven : that, when tie Perfattion of the Creature 
ſhall fail, and all it's Excellency periſh, in the Ruins 
of Time, the Luſtre of thy Law ſhall forever flouriſh, 
nor ſhall the longeſt Duration be able to corrode | % 
or duſt it's Glory. Thus I have feen an End of ai 


Perfection; but thy Commanament is exceeding der 


Having given this general Diſcant upon the 


Words, I am now, more particularly, to diſcourſe 


on the ſeveral Parts of them, under theſe two Doc- 
trines, wn are evicently contained in them : viz, 


Doc. 1. That the Perfection of the Creature 18 


limited, and nite. 
Doc. II. That the Commandment of God is 


exceeding broad. 


| ſhalt begin with the firſt of theſe Doctrines. 
Doc. I. That the Perfection of the Creature is 


limited, and finite; limited in it's Meaſure, and 


finite in it's Duration. 


In difcourſing on this Heal, I ſhall endeavour to 
evidence theſe two Things. 

I. That the Perfection of the 8 is limited 
in it's Nature and Meaſure. 

II. That the Perfection of the Creature is finite 
in it's Duration. 
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Serm. 1. of the Creature. 5 
I. The firſt Thing I have to do'j is, to ſhew, that 


the Perfection of the Creature is limited in it's 
Nature and Meaſure. And this will ſufficiently 
appear, if we take a View of the Creature abſtract- 


cedly, and by it's ſelf, or in it's Relation. 


1. Let us take a View of the Creatures, ab- 
ſtractedly, and by themſelves, and we ſhalt 
plainly ſee an End of all Perfection. For there 
is nothing, within the Compaſs of created Na- 
ture, ſo exalted in its Form, and Endowments, 
as to lay Claim unto the high, and honourable 
Title of Perfection. There is, indeed, a Sort 
of Perfection belonging unto all the Creatures, 
namely, a Perfection "of Being; that is, that 


they are Creatures of that Rank, and Order, 


which the great and wiſe Creator deſigned them 
for; ſo they are perfect in their Kind, and want 
nothing to render them as compleat, in their 
Natures, as they were originally intended to be. 


And therefore when the Infinite Mind ſurveyed the 


Works of His Hand, after He had finiſhed the Six 
Days Creation, He ſaid of them all, (a.) they are 
very good: that ts, prefect in their Kind; and as 
they all were made what they were intended for; 
jo they ſhall alt anfwer the ſeveral wiſe Ends for 
which they were created, and all conſpire to this 
ultimate End of their Being, the ſhewing forth of 


their Maker's Praiſe. But though the Creatures 


can boaſt of this Perfection of Being, or Kind, 
which agrees to the meaneſt Inſet ; as well as to 
the higheſt Angel, yet this hinders not, but that 
we may ſee to the End of all Perfection upon the 
Creatures, as to the real Nature, Meaſure, and De- 
gree thereof, For this Perfection of Being i is but 
improperly called Perfection. Perfection, properly 


ſpeakin 1 in it all poſſible Excellencies, ED x 


(2. ) Gen. * 31. 
8 3 
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and in the utmoſt poſſible Degree of theſe Excel- 
lencies. And there is no Man can imagine, but 
that the great Creator could, if He had pleaſed, 


have furniſhed any of His Creatures with ſome Ex- 
cellencies which they are now deſtitute of, or have 


endowed them, with thoſe Excellencies they are 
_ poſſeſſed of in a higher Degree; though yet it is 
no Argument that they are not perfect in their 


Kind, that more, and greater, Excellencies are not 
conferred upon them, than their Nature required : 

and to find Fault that the Creatures have not that 
Perfection which any of them might have had, is to 


complain of the Creator for His making foch a 


Variety of Creatures, or, indeed, for His making 
any Creature at all, for the very beſt does and cannot 
but fall ſhort of Perfection, becauſe it is a Creature. 


So that we may plainly ſee an End of all Perfection 


in the Creatures, in that, 
x. There are none of the Creatures that can pre- 
tend to be poſſeſſed of all poſſible Excellencies. 


God has furniſhed His ſeveral Creatures with a very 


great Variety of Excellencies ſuited to their parti- 
cular Natures, to ſome more, and fome leſs, but 


there is none of them all can boaſt, I have all, 
and can have no more added to me : But, to 
allude to the Apoſtle's Expreſſion, (b) There are 
celeſizal Bodies, — Bodies terreſtias; but the Glory 


of the celeſtial is one, and the Glory of the terreſtial 


is another : There is one Glory of the Sun, and an- 


other Glory of the Moon, and another Glory of the- 


Stars ; yea, and one Star differeth from another 
Star in Glory. So the alwiſe Creator hath diſtri- 
buted to the ſeveral Creatures their various, and 


particular, Excellencies; and while one prides 


himſelf in his Beauty, another triumphs in his 
Strength, and a third glorieth in his Wiſdom and 


09 1 Cor. xv. 40, 41. 


Underſtanding ; 
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1 | Serm. Jh of the Creature. 7 
Underſtanding but none of them can ſay, I am 
bpoſſeſſed of all Excellencies, and need no more ta. 
17 artain unto compleat Perfection. The moſt pe- 
37 netrating Eye cannot fay to the active Hand, 1 
Aly have no Need of thee ; nor the exalted Head to 
che depreſſed Feet, I have no Need of you. 
There may be ſome Excellencies, in the lower 
Order of Beings, which, perhaps, the higher are 
** without; and there are other Excellencies which 
aare altogether incompatible unto any mere Crea- 


ture, even the higheſt ; ſuch are the incommuni- 


cable Perfections of the ſupream Deity, whoſe 
Prerogative alone it is, to ſay, I am that I am. (c 
3 Beſides, * 3 - 

2. There is no Excellency poſſeſs'd by any of 
the Creatures in the utmoſt poſſible Degree of 
that Excellency. There are not only ſeveral Ex- 
g cellencies, which are peculiar to this or that Crea- 
ttuyre, which others are deſtitute of, but even thoſe, 
among the Creatures, which have the largeſt 


- 3 Share in the Divine Bounty, yet are not Owners 


pol any one Excellency, no not that which they 
˖ maoſt glory in, in its proper Perfection. For 
where there is proper Perfection, there is an Infi- 
nity of that Excellency, and there cannot be any 
poſſible higher Degrees of it. But if the parti- 
cular Excellency, any Creature is poſſeſſed of will 
admit any further, or higher, Degrees of the ſame 
to be yet added to it, *tis then very evident, that 
that Excellency is not poſſeſſed in its utmoſt Ful- 
neſs, and that therefore it wants of proper Per- 
tection : And to ſuppoſe, that any one Creature, 
even the brighteſt among all the Sons of the - 
Morning, ſhould be Owner of any one Excellency, 
in the utmoſt poſſible Degree thereof, is to ſup- 
pole that Creature to be equal with GOD; than 


(e Exod, iii. 24. | ; 
| — 7 Which 


The Diſtance between Finite, and Infinite, is too 
great to admit of any Gradation, ſo that there is 
no paſſing from the one to the other: *Tis ut- 


Creature; as it neceſſarily muſt do to be Infinite. 
Perfect, to whom nothing can be added, nor from 


or think of. All the Excellencies of the Crea- 


of Perfection, the Father of Lights from whom comes 
every good and perfect Gift; and the Streams, 


in their higheſt Exaltation. Therefore GOD juſt- 
ly challenges His People, in that Strain, of the 


like? To which I might add, 
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which what can imply a greater Contradiction? ? 


terly impoſſible, that a Creature, which is, by the 


Law of his make, of the lower Order of Being, 4 


ſhould ever riſe to the higheſt, as he muſt do to 4 
be inveſted with any one Excellency in a proper £18 
Infinitude; becauſe it can never ceaſe to be a 


Where there is true Perfection, there is all; all 
in Kind, and all in Degree, and This is no where 
to be found but in the great Creator, who is all 


whom any Thing ſubſtracted, in whom is every 
real Excellency, and in the moſt tranſcendent Mea- 
ſure, and Degree, beyond all that we can ſpeak, 


tures are derived from GOD, the immenſe Fountain 


which any of the Creatures partake of, neceſſarily 
fall ſhort of, and are, in Degree, below, that Ful- 
neſs which is in the Fountain, that conſtantly ſup- 

lies them, where all Excellencies centre, and are 


Prophet Iſaiah, (d) To whom will ye liken me, and 
make me equal ; and compare me, that we may be 


3. That the higheſt "Degree of Perfection in 
the Creature may be ſcanned, examined, and com- 
paſſed, by an intelligent finite Mind. Though 
we may not be able to underſtand all the Excel- 
lencies that are in ome of the Creatures, yet this 


may 


by 
E—> 3 
© 
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may be, not the Want of Capacity in us to com- 
prehend them, but, the Want of their lying open 
to our Search and Enquiry. There are Intelli- 
gences, of a higher Order than our ſelves, that 
excel in Wiſdom and Knowledge, who may have 
a juſt Underſtanding of their own Excellencies, 
and of the Creatures below them. Yea, we our 
ſelves are able to conceive of much greater Ex- 
cellencies, greater Degrees of Perfection, than are 
to be found upon any of the Creatures ; as the 
infinite Perfections of GOD. So that a finite and 
bounded Capacity may reach to the utmoſt Extent 
of created Excellency ; which ſhews that the 
Perfection of the Creature is limited as to its Na- 
ture, Meaſure, and Degree, if we conſider it ab- 
ſtractedly, and by it ſelf. And now, = 
2. Let us take a View of the Creature in its 
Relation, and we ſhall plainly ſee an End of all 
Perfection. The Excellencies of the Creatures will 
ſhine in their greateſt Luſtre, if we conſider them, 
in their Relation to one another ; becauſe there 
is an exact Symmetry, and Proportion, in the fe- 
veral Parts of the Creation, and the Excellency, 
each Part'is endowed with, exactly correſponds to 
that Symmetry, and is wonderfully adapted to ſe- 
cure the Order, and promote the common Good, 
of the whole by a relative Serviceableneſs of one 
Thing unto another. So that we might well cry 
out, with the Pſalmiſt, F O Lord, how manifold 
* are thy Worts; in Wiſdom haſt thou made them all ! 
in My Buſineſs here is not to Philoſophiſe, and there- 


EY 8 fore I ſhall forbear ſuch a Diſcourſe upon the Re- 

zh 8 lation, Dependance, and Uſefulneſs, of the ſeveral 

IJ. Parts of the Creation, to one another, as my Sub- 
ws ject would naturally enough lead me to, and con- 4 


fine my Thoughts to the Aſpect which the 
+ l. 4 24. = 
Creature 
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Creature has, in its Relation to Man, the moſt 
noble of the viſible Creation; and conſequently, 


in its Relation to whom, its Excellencies will 


ſhine with the brighteſt Rays. 


Now, There are two Rules by which we may 


examine the Perfection of the Creature, in its Re- 
lation to us, which ſeem to me to be determina- 
tive in the Caſe, viz. as it is perfective of our 
Nature, or compleative of our Happineſs : And 
if, upon Examination, we find the Nature, Mea- 


ſure, and Degree of Excellency in the Creature, 


fall ſhort of coming up to theſe Rules, it will 


be a plain Conviction to us, that here is an End 
7 all Perfection. 


Firſt then; Let us examine 8 the 
* Swing is perfective of our Nature. And in Or- 
der to paſs a true Judgment, it will be neceſſary, 
firſt, to ſay wherein the Perfection of our Nature 


lies; for if we are not determined in this, we 


ſhall in vain enquire, how far the Creature is able 
to anſwer this End. 

Now I take it that the Perfection of our Na- 
ture conſiſts in its moral Rectitude, or the Har- 
mony of the Soul, in the Actings of all its Powers, 
in Subordination to right Reaſon, and pure and 
undefiled Religion: Becauſe then only do we act 
like our ſelves, and preſerve the Dignity, and 
End, of our Make, when right Reaſon preſides, 


and has the full Gavernment of us, in all the in- 


ward Operations of the Mind, as well as the out- 
ward Actions of the Body, 0 as to preſerve us 


from the Tumult of the Paſſions, and Uſurpation 


of the Senſes, and to direct all that we do to the 
ultimate End of ſerving and glorifying our Maker, 


and ſupream Lord. And however any, ſunk un- 


der the Power of a depraved Mind, and the Go- 
vernment of their Senſes, may be ready to imagine, 
that 
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that the Perfection of their Nature conſiſteth in 
the Health, and Strength, of their Bodies, and 
the full Enjoyment of their ſenſual Gratifications, 
yet a little Obſervation will convince them, that - 
there may be all of this, while they enjoy only 
the Perfection of the Brute, and not of the Man. 
For certainly, the Perfection of the humane Na- 
ture muſt lie, in its Likeneſs unto GOD, who is 
all perfect. The moral Perfections of the Deity 
are the trueſt Glory of the divine Nature. GOD 
is glorious in Holineſs. (e) The nearer we reſem- 
ble GOD herein, the nearer we arrive unto true 
Perfection, being perfect as our Father, which is 
in Heaven, is perfect. (f) N 
Now we find, to our Sorrow, if we take a ſe- 
rious View of ourſelves, that, as we come to this 
World, and walk according to the Courſe of it, 
there is a perpetual Jarr and Diſcord in our Souls, 
the Actings of our Underſtanding, and Will, often 
interfere, and our Paſſions claſh among themſelves, 
and the Senſes ride in State, ſo that there is no- 
thing but Irregularity and Diſorder in us; z and as 
the Heighth of this Miſthief upon us, to do Good 
* we have no Knowledge, while to do Evil is preſent 
d 3 withus: (g) So true is what the inſpired Prophet 
t tells us, () The whole Head is fick, and the whole 
d Heart is faint ; from the Sole of the Foot, even 
„ 3 wnto the Head, there is no Soundneſs, but V. ounds, 


- =#F and Bruiſes, and putrifying Sores, That is, the 
t- X# bHumane Nature is vitiated by Sin, ſo that here 
5s t not a juſt Man upon Earth that doth Good and 
n 3 funeth not; and if we ſay we have no Sin, we de- 
* ceive our ſelves, and the Truth is not in us ; as 
r, the ſacred Oracles teach us. Doubtleſs, this is the 
n- Weakneſs, and Imperfection of our Nature; not 


* (e.) Exod. xv. 11. /) Matth. 4g 48. Fer. iv. 22. 
5 . vii. 21. ( a. 5, 6. (8) 
at 


what 
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what we received from our Maker, but what we 
have contracted to our ſelves, by our Apoſtacy 
from Him; and therefore the Perfection of our 


Nature conſiſteth, in having all theſe Maladies "I 
cured, theſe — healed, theſe Diſorders rec- E. 


tified, and in having the Soul brought into ſuch a 1 
Conſtitution, and Temper, as to be able to act by = 


the Rules of right Reaſon, and hve up to the 
Heighth of its noble Endowments, in a religious 
glorifying of its Maker, and ſerving its Fellow- 
Creatures: That is to ſay, in being renewed in the 
Spirit of our Mind, and having on the new Man, 

which, after GOD, is created in Righteouſneſs, and 
true Holineſs. (i) | 

Now, if we 4 the whole Circle of created 
Beings, And examine the higheſt Advantages they 
are capable, of themſclves, of affording us, upon 
this Account, in their neareſt Relation to us, we 
ſhall find, that they are not, nor can they be, thus 
perfective of our Nature. If it were in their 
Power to anſwer this great and noble End, 
would be either in the Knowledge of them, or the 
Enjoyment of them, or the Improvement of them; 
but in all of «theſe they are greatly defective, and 
leave us as they find us. Let us view over theſe 
Particulars. 

1. The Creatures are not perſective of our Na- 
ture in the Knowledge of them. It is true, when 
we conſider Man only as rational, or capable of 
underſtanding, the more advanced any are in 
Knowledge, the truer Inſight they may have into 
the Nature of Things, the better Acquaintance 
they gain with the Reaton of the Connexion, De- 
pendance, and Operation, of Cauſes, and F ffecte, 
and the further Diſcoveries they make into the 
Arcana of Nature, they are fo much the mare. 
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Serm. I. of the Creature. 13 
raiſed above the Level of thoſe meaner Souls, who 
know, ſcarce, nothing, but that they are. This 
enlarged Knowledge may brighten a Man, enoble 
his Mind, and ſet him above his Neighbours, as 
Heing furniſhed with what is really a very great 
Excellency, too high for them to attain unco 
but yet all the Knowledge, in Nature, any Man can 
attain unto, will leave him at as great a Diſtance 
from moral Rectitude, as the Devils themſelves 
are. | 

The brighteſt Character of our perfected Na- 
ture is Religion ; and the Knowledge which 1s 
ſerviceable to that End is, the Knowledge of the 
enly true GOD, and FESUS CHRIST, whom He 
hath ſent (&) ; that is a ſpiritual Wiſdom, and 
Underſtanding, in the Myſteries of GOD, and 


_ cur holy Religion, which is ever productive of a 
renewed Mind, and a vertuous and religious Con- 


verſation, and 1s therefore called a being wiſe unto 
Salvation. (I) Now if the bare Knowledge of 
the Creatures had this good Effect upon the Minds 
of Men, we might rationally expect to find, that 
thoſe who are of the acuteſt Judgment, the cleareſt 
Reaſoning, the politeſt Learning, and have the 
greateſt Acquaintance with the Myſteries of Na- 
ture, and Art, ſhould always be Men of the great- 
eſt Religion, the deepeſt Devotion, and the pureſt 
Morals. Theſe certainly, if any, ſhould be the 
Men, who are the moſt God- like in their Temper, 
and Behaviour, who have the Divine Image ſtamp- 
ed upon them, in whom old Things are done 
away, and all Things are become new: Theſe, 
of all Mankind, ſhould be the Men of the great- 
eſt Vertue, and Probity; who have the beſt Go- 
vernment of their Appetites and Paſſions, and moſt 


ſteadily preſerve a Decorum in all their Actions; 


( Jobn xvii. 3. (1) 1 Tim. iii. 15. 
wha 
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who are leaſt offenſive to their Maker, and inju- 
rious to their Neighbours; who are moſt conſtant, 
and regular, in their Acknowledgments to the ſu- 

pream Being, and their Beneficence to Man. But, 
alas! we often ſee the very Reverſe of all this ! 
Daily Experience convinces us, that the moſt ad- 
vanced Knowledge in the hidden Things of Na- 
ture, and of Art, does not correct the Exceſſes, 
and inordinate Appetites, of a depraved Mind; 


but the wiſeſt of Men, for worldly Wiſdom, are 


often the greateſt Fools, with Reſpect to that 
Wiſdom that is from above, and are utter Stran- 
gers to a Life of true Religion. Thus the Apoſtle 
minds us, (n) that not many wiſe Men, after the 
Fleſh, are called. 5 . 
There have, indeed, through the ſovereign Grace 


of GOD, been ſome of the great, and wiſe, and 
learned, Men, of the World, effectually called off 


from their Subjection, and Slavery, to vile Luſts, 
as well as from heatheniſh Idolatry, to the Know- 
ledge, Love, and Service of the only true GOD, 
and His Son JESUS CHRIST ; but there have 
not been many ſuch. The Men of the greateſt 
Knowledge, and Learning, have generally been 
too haughty, and opinionated of themſelves, and 
fond of their own Parts, to ſubmit their Under- 
ſtandings to the Government of Divine Revelation, 
and credit thoſe Doctrines which they looked upon 
as no better than Fooliſhneſs, becauſe they could 


not underſtand the Myſteries contained in them; 


and too ſtubborn to comply with thoſe holy Rules 
which interfered with their gratifying their carnal 
Appetites, and purſuing their ſecular Intereſts, 
More generally, they have been Men of lower 
Parts, and Attainments, who have applied them- 
ſelves leſs to Speculations, and more to Practice, 
(un) 1 Cor. i. 26. | 


that 
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that have received the Dictates of Divine Wiſdom, 
and corrected the Diſorders of their Nature, by 
a conſcientious Regard to the holy Rules of the 


Goſpel. Our bleſſed Saviour therefore ſaid, (u) 7 
thank thee, O Father, Lord of Heaven, and Earth, 


*® becauſe thou haſt hid theſe Things from the wiſe, and 
* prudent, and haſt revealed them unto Babes. The 


greateſt Maſters of Reaſon, in our Saviour's, and 
the 4poile*'s Days, as the Scribes, and Phariſees, 
among the Jews, and the learned Philoſophers, 
among the Gentiles, were the greateſt Enemies to 
this Perfection of our Nature, and the moſt violent 
Oppoſers of that Divine Philoſophy, thoſe hea- 
venly Doctrines, which the Son of GOD came to 
inſtruct the World in: And it were well if there 
were not too many ſuch in our Days alſo. 

This is the Argument the royal Preacher purſues. 
He lays this down as the Sum of the Matter, (o) 
Fear GOD, and keep His Commandments, for this 
7s the whole of Man : And having examined how 
far Wiſdom, and Knowledge, that which is natural 
and humane, would conduce to this high and no- 
ble End, he found, upon Trial, that it all fell 
vaſtly ſhort, and therefore inſcribes Vanity upon 
it. I gave my ſelf, ſays he, (p) to ſeek, and 10 
ſearch out, by Wiſdom, concerning all Things that 
are done under Heaven ;— I have ſeen all the Works 
that are done under the Sun, and behold all is Vanity. 


So again, (q) J applied mine Heart to know and 
ſearch, and to ſeek out, Wiſdom, and the Reaſon of 


Things ;—and lo, this only bave 1 found, that GOD 
made Man upright, but they have ſought out many 
Inventions. This Knowledge, and Wiſdom, has 
been abuſed by them, and inſtead of purifying 
their Hearts, and rectifying their Lives, and per- 

(n) Matth. xi. 25. (o) Eccl. xii. 13. (p) Eccl. i. 13, 14- 


(7) Ch. vii. 25, 29. Foc; 
ecting 
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fecting their Natures, it has been miſimproved, by 
them, to the nouriſhing of their Luſts, to Profane- 
neſs, and Contempt of GOD, and Religion, to 
inſult, and oppreſs their Fellow Creature ; and 
thus GOD has been the more diſhonouted, and 
humane Society the greater Sufferers, by them. 


So that the Knowledge of the Creature is not 


perfective of our Nature : 

2. Nor are the Creatures perfective of our 
Nature in the Enjoyment of them. This alſo 
Solomon, (than whom no Man had greater Op- 


portunities to know,) aſſures us, from his o.] n 


Experience, (7) { gathered me, ſays he, Silver and 
Gold, and the peculiar J reaſure of Kings, and of 


the Provinces ; I gat me Men Singers, and Women ©: 
Singers, and the Delights of the Sons of Men, as 


muſical Infruments, and that of all Sorts, fo I was 
great, and increaſed more than all that were before 
me, in Jeruſalem ;—and whatſoever mine Eyes de- 
| red, LT kept net back? from them; I withheld 
not my Heart from any Foy: for my Heart rejoiced 
in all my Labour; — then I looked on all the Works 
that my Hands had wrought, and on the Labour 


that I had laboured, [that is, to fee what was the 


Produce of it all, what Influence it had upon 
my fearing GOD, and keeping of His Com- 
mandments, „] and bebold all was Vanity, and Vex- 


ation of Spirit, and there was no Profit under the 


Sun. That is, I plainly ſaw, it had no Ten- 


8 dency to rectify the Vitioſity of my depraved 


Nature. 

And, accordingly, we ſee, that Men of the 
greateſt worldly Poſſeſſions, ſurrounded with the 
Affjuence of earthly good Things, who have 
more than Heart could wiſh for, are not, or- 
dinarily, the meek, and humble, the temperate, 


„„ x8, i. 
and 


- 4638 
SR +. 
e 


1 a he 


nd 


Wi 
27 

a $a 
6 PF, 
FUE 

1 


N 
i* 1 
* 
2 
t 
K's 
FR 
7k. 


Serm. I. of the Creature. 17 


and ſober, the truly vertuous and religious Per- 
ſons. Did the Enjoyment of the Creature per- 
fect our Nature, then the more a Man poſſeſſed, 
the more regular would he be, in the Actings 
of his Mind, and in his outward Behaviour ; and 
none but the worldly Poor would be the Ser- 
vants of Luſt and Paſſions. Were Men to ex- 
cell in Vertue, and Holineſs, proportionable to 
the Difference of their Temporal Accomodations, 
what mighty Heroes ſhould we ſee ? what an- 
gelic Creatures ſhould we converſe with ? 
Whereas, though the wealthy and great may af- 
fect, what is called a more genteel, and polite 
Carriage, and, in their general Conduct, be leſs 
rough, and boiſterous, yet we may eaſily obſerve, 
that they are, many of them, never the leſs un- 
der the Dominion of various Luſts, and Paſſions, 
and ordinarily give a greater Scope to them), 


though with more of Caution, than other mean 


Men. Hence the Apoſtle James ſays, (s) Do not 
rich Men oppreſs you, and draw you before the 
Judgment Scat? Do not they blaſpheme that wor- 
thy Name, by the which ye are called? What is 
there more common, than to ſee thoſe that are 


2 increaſed in Goods, living in Contempt, and De- 


fiance, of that GOD who beſtoweth all upon 
them; and grievouſly oppreſſing their poor 


Neighbour, with burdenſome, needleſs, and often 


unjuſt Law Suits; by hard Uſage, and cruel Grip- 


ings, in their Dealings with him; by Delays 
of Payment, when they have it by them, and 
making him to dance Attendance as much al- 
moſt as his Debt is worth, and at laſt putting 


him off with near a Third lefs than his Dues, 
by an exorbitant Demand upon their Goods be- 


3 yond what they could have been purchaſed with 


(#5) James xi, 6, * 93 ; 
CG his 
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bis- Money ; and all this while the rich Man wipes 
bis Mouth, and cries I am Innocent, and do no 
Harm, I muſt live by my Buſineſs, and make the 
beſt of my Wares: thus his Abundance but en- 
creaſes his Thirſt, blinds his Eyes, and deludes 
his Judgment, and leads him into ſome of the 


moſt enormous Crimes. Yea, I ſaw under the Sun, 


the Place of Judgment, that Wickedneſs was there; 


and the Place of Righteouſneſs, that Iniquity was 


there, ſaid the Preacher“ . Thus their worldly En- 
joyments do but make many. to become devour- 
ing Wolves to their more innocent Neighbours, 
| inſtead of ſubduing their various Luſts and Paſſi- 
ons : the Multiplicity of their Poſſeſſions increaſes 
their Appetites, and, when thefe are uppermoſt, 
no Wonder Reaſon and Religion, are trampled on. 

Worldly Poſſeſſions have no Tendency to make 
. a Man truly vertuous, and give him the Maſtery 

over himſelf : and, indeed, how ſhould they ? 


When the Enjoyments of this World are ſo pe- 
culiarly adapted to the carnal and fenſual Part of 


the Man, and have no Affinity with a ſpiritual 
and immortal Soul, and ſo can have no natural 


Influence to bring that unto Perfection, by rectify- 1 
ing it's Diſorders, and pruducing in it the higheſt 


Akts of Reaſon, and Religion; but rather the di- 


rectly contrary Tendency, to keep the Soul in 4 
it's imperfect State, and under the Power of it's 7 


natural Depravity, by blinding the Eyes, biaſing 


the Will, and pre-engaging of the Affections, with # 
the Glitter of Riches, and Honour, Grandeur, . 


and Magnificence, and the like. 


For, beſides the preſent Union of the Soul to 
the Body, and conſequently the Communication . 


from the Senſes to the intellectual Powers, by 


which Means the Soul becomes affected with what | | 4 


* Fecd, iii. 16. 
| ates | 
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es 1 affects the Body, that is to ſay, is pleaſed, or 
no poained, as Things are agreeable, or diſagreeablez 
he unto the Body, and fo is inclined to will, and em- 
n- brace, what is pleaſurable, and reject, and fly from, 
les what is painful to the Senſes; I ſay, beſides this, 
he the natural Depravity which the Soul labours un- 
un, der, has ſunk it ſo much below its original Dig» 
e; _* nity, that inſtead of its being the Guide and Di- 
vas rector of our Senſes, and wiſe Governor of our 
n- Appetites, it is fallen under the Power and Do- 
ur- minion of them, and its Volition and Choice is 
rs, now governed, by the greedy Deſires of Senſe, and 
Ni- her mean and low Joys ariſes only from ſenſual 
aſes Gratifications: Thus the Mind is become carnal, 
oft, feſoly, ſubject to fleſbly Luſts, and minding ihe 
* Things of ps Fleſh. And hence the Enjoyment 
of the Creature, which ſo exactly correſponds with 
our vitiated Appetites, inſtead of exalting the Soul, 
by freeing it from the ſuperior Influence the Senſes 
has over it, and reſtoring it to its primitive Recti- 
tude, and Doininies, does but ſo much the more 
debaſe it, and enſlave it to the Delights of the 
animal Life: For theſe Enjoyments, affording ſuch 
Delight and Pleaſure to the animal Spirits, pleaſe 
the vitiated Soul alſo, and hence urges her upon 
breaking through all the Boundaries of Reaſon, 
and Religion, rather than go without them. 

A Senſe of this made Agur put up that Petition, 


i 4 | full, and deny thee, and ſay, who is the LORD ? 
WW | Or leſt I be poor, and ſteal, and take the Name of 
my GOD in vain. And hence tis, that the Apo- 
; F ſtle ſays, (u) They that will be rich, fall into Temp- 
tion 7ation, and a Snare, and many fooliſh and hurtful 
by Tui, "which drown Men in Deſtruction and Perdition. 
what p Thus much alſo our blefſed Saviour hath taught 
. Prov. xxx. 8, 9. (u) 1 in. vi. 9. | 
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us, when He ſaid, (w) Yerily, a rich Man hall 
hardly enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. Which, 
at leaſt, ſuppoſes thus much, that their Riches, and 


Abundance, is ſo far from promoting their real 
Vertue, that they rather tend greatly to hinder it; 


| and ſo render it the more difficult, for thoſe char 


enjoy them, to withſtand their Temptations, and 


get ſafe to Heaven at laſt. 
So that we ſee, that neither the Knowledge, nor 


the Enjoynitnt of the Creature, is, of its ſelf, per- 


fective of our Nature. 


Nor will the higheſt Improvement, we can, 
of our ſelves, make of the Creature, have this 


- bleſſed Effect upon us, the Perfection of our Na- 


ture. This is the laft Reſult, and here we may 
ſee the utmoſt Advantage the Creatures can be 
unto us, in the. Improvement which may be made 


of them. 


And now, if upon Examination, the Creatures: 
are not found to be perfective of our Nature, by 
the higheſt Improvement we can make of them, 
we may then juſtly write upon them all, I have ſeen | 
an End of all Perfection; and yet, alas, here they 


all fail us! 


For, ſuppoſe a Man to make the greateſt Ad- 
vantage of the Creatures, that he poſlibly can; 
tis evident, that his Eating, and Drinking, of 
the moſt delicious, and in the greateſt Abundance, 
his moſt gorgeous Apparel, and ſumptuous Build- 


ings, and the moſt eager Purſuit of his Sports, 


and Paſtimes, and the utmoſt Indulgence of the 
Pleaſures of Senſe, have not the leaſt Look to- 
wards the refining, and perfecting of his Nature. 


Suppoſe him then, to think ſoberly, and make 


Uſe of the Creatures as Topicks, and Heads of 
Argument, for the Confirmation of the Truth of 


(u. Matth, xix. 23. 
our 
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our holy Religion, which I think is the higheſt 


Improvement the Man, in the Exerciſe of his 
Reaſon only, can make of them; yet, will this 
change his Heart? Will this bring him to a pro- 
per religious Acknowledgment of GOD ? or 
ſtamp the Divine Image upon him ? Certainly, 
it will not. Even this noble Advantage the Crea- 
tures are improvable unto, has nothing of a truly 
religious Aſpect, in the natural Man, bat only tends 
to the Advancement of his ſpeculative Know- 
ledge; and *tis much, if, at the fame Time, it 
does not the more nouriſh his Pride and Haugh- 
tineſs, which will but throw him at a greater Dit- 
tance from GOD, and Goodnels. 

For, what Improvement can unſanctified Na- 
ture make of any Thing, but what is agreeable 
unto its ſelf, and ſerves to promote its ſenſual Gra- 
tifications? And this is fo far from curing the Ir- 
regularities of the lapſed Soul, that, as I have al- 
ready ſhewed, it does but fo much the more de- 
baſe, and pollute it. It will be but @ Proviſion 
for the Fleſh, to fulfil the Luſts thereof. Hence 
the Apoſtle gives this as a Reaſon, why . carnal 
Minds receive not the Things they pray for, (x) 
e aſh, and receive not, becauſe ye aſe amiſs, that 
pve may conſume it upon your Luſts. The feeding, 
and nouriſhing of his Luſts, are the great Ends, 
the carnal Man, who walks after the Fleſh, aims 


gat, in all that he does; and therefore the promot- 
ing of theſe Ends is the utmoſt — he can 


4 improve any Thing for. 
Though a ſanctify'd Heart receives his Enjoy- 


| 5 4 ments, as the Bounty of his heavenly Father unto | 
bim, is thankful for them, and endeavours to im- 
Prove them to the Honour of his gracious Bene- 


factor; yet, one under the Power of his original 


(x) Fam. iv. 3. 3 | 
C 3 Ahpoſtacy 
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Apoſtacy has no ſuch vertuous, and holy Princi- 

ples in him, no ſuch high and noble Ends to aim 
at; and therefore, inſtead of ſacrificing to the 
living JEHOVAH, we can expect no other from 
him, than that he ſhould take his Corn, and Wine, 
and Oil, and Silver, and Gold, and burn Incenſe unto 
Baal therewith, as GOD complains His People of 
old did. (y) And the more his Enjoyments are, 
we may reaſonably fear' a more exalted Degree of 
Wickedneſs, unleſs the common reſtraining Grace 
of GOD prevent it ; becauſe he will now have 
the fairer Opportunity in his Hands, and the 
ſtronger Enticements, to comply with his carnal 
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dineſs. 
There is nothing | in the Creature that has any 
natural Tendency to recover us from our lapſed 
Condition, and therefore it is not improvable by 
» Us, from any Vertue in it ſelf, or any Power in us, 
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Almighty Power, and the Operation of His Di- 
vine Spirit, may make Uſe of any Creature, as 
Means, to recover us to a holy and religious Con- 
' verſation, and improve His Embaſſadors, as Inſtru- 
ments, in the converting of a Sinner from the Er- 
ror of his Ways, and award unto them a propor- 
tionable Crown of Glory for their Serviceableneſs 
therein, yet the unconverted Soul has no Power 


provement even of them, 

In ſhort ; it is a ſupernatural Work of Grace, 
wrought in the Soul, by the Almighty Power of 
GOD Himſelf, that alone is ſufficient to quicken us, 
who by Nature are dead in T reſpaſſes and Sins, to re- 
cover the Soul from the Confuſions our Apoſtacy has 
brought upon it, and reſtore our vitiate Minds to 


(3 a Ho. ii. 8. 
their 


Deſires, and follow after his Luſts with Gree- 


to this glorious End. And though GOD, by His . 


and Ability, of himſelf, to make this good Im- 
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their original Perfection; and it is not in the 


Power of all created Nature, improved by - finite 
Skill, and Strength, to the utmoſt Advantage, to 
accompliſh this glorious Work, becauſe it is ſu- 
pernatural. Nay, if we could converſe with An- 
gels, and had the ſame Opportunity of making 
Advantages from them, that we have of good and 
holy Men, among whom we dwell, we ſhould find 
that, though they have Vertue enough for them- 
ſelves, yet they have none to ſpare to us, and 
therefore, in vain ſhould we expect any from them, 
nor could they be ſo much as inftrumental to work 
this Change in us, without the Co-operation of 
GOD, whoſe Workmanſhip we are, created, in 
CHRIST FESUS, unto good Works. (2) And if 
our beſt Improvement of the pure and holy Spirits, 
would not perfect our Nature, much leſs, I am ſure, 
would any Thing in the viſible Creation, be able 
to reſtore us to a Participation of the Divine Na- 
ture, and bring us to live the Divine Life, in our 
Conformity to the Hohneſs and Purity, the Righ- 
teouſneſs, Mercy, and Truth of GOD ; becauſe 
this beautiful and glorious Image, is not any Ways 
inherent in, or neceſſarily connected to, any of them, 
as an eſſential Property of their Nature, nor indeed 
is any Ways applicable to the moſt of them; and 
they cannot be ſuppoſed to produce an Effect, ſo 
infinitely more noble and glorious, than any Thing 
they have in themſelves. | 

Thus we ſee an End of all Perfection, in the 
Creatures, in that they are not, nor can they be, 
of themſelves, perfective of our Nature, neither in, 
the Knowledge, the Enjoyment, nor the Improve- 
ment of them. 


(=) Eph. ii, 10: ©: 
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SERMON II. 


PSALM CXIX. 96. 
T have ſeen an End of all Per- 


eftion ; but thy Commandment 


is exceeding broad. 


Have obſerved theſe two doctrinal Truths, as 
FP. contained in thoſe Words of the royal 
Pſalmiſt which I have read; v2. 


4 IJ. The Perfection of the Creature is limited 


and finite. 
Doc. II. The Commandment of GOD is ex- 


ceeding broad. 


I entered upon the Conſideration of the firſt of 
theſe the laſt Opportunity, namely, 
Doc. I. The Perfection of the Creature is l. 
mited and finite. 


In diſcourſing upon this Subject, I propoſed to 
evidence theſe two Things: 
I. The Perfection of the Creature is limited in 
its Nature, and Meaſure. And 


its Duration. I have already offered ſomething to 


the firſt of theſe Heads, and ſhewed you, that 
1. Upon 


ELGIN HTS eee 


II. The Perfection of the Creature is finite in 


i 


„I. Upon a more abſtracted View of the Crea- 
0 ture, we ſhall evidently ſee its Perfection limited; 

f;foraſmuch as there are none of the Creatures that 
can pretend to the Poſſeſſion of all poſſible Excel- 
lencies, nor of any one Excellency in the utmoſt 
poſſible Degree thereof, but the higheſt Degree of 


. FM their perfection falls within the Compaſs of a finite 
Mind. I have alſo entred upon the Conſideration 
of the Creature, 

2. In its Relation, more eſpecially to Man: and 


- to evidence the Imperfection of it, I propoſed theſe 
two Arguments, as clear Proofs of it, vix. That 

it cannot be perfective of our Nature; neither 
is it compleative of our Happineſs. I have 
1I. The Creature is not perfective of our Nature? 
as And that neither in the Knowledge of it, the En- 
al joyment of it, nor in the beſt Improvement we 
can make of it. I now proceed to conſider the 
Force of the ſecond Argument, viz. 


8 


Nt IT. The Creature cannot be compleative of our 
Happineſs. Theſe are the two Rules, by which, 

R- J ſaid, we are to examine and try the Perfection 
of the Creature, in its Relation to us, viz. As it 

| is perfective of our Nature, and compleative of 
of our Happineſs ; for nothing can be truly and 
fully perfect, reſpecting us, but what is able to 
l- anſwer both theſe great Ends. I have examined 
the Excellency of the Creature, by the firſt of theſe 
Rules, and it is found wanting; we plainly ſee 

to that it is too mean, and low, to reſtore us to our 


primitive Integrity, Uprightneſs, and Perfection; 

in and this affords us full Conviction, that, ſo far, the 
Perfection of the Creature is limited in its Nature 

in and Meaſure, 

4 I am now to examine the Excellencies of the 

Q feature, by the ſecond Rule, and ſee —y 
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will compleat our Happineſs; and if it fail in this 1 
alſo, we may be ſure that there is an End of all! 
Perfection. 

Now, beſides the Conſideration that our Happi- 
neſs cannot be compleat, while as yet our Nature | 
is not perfected ; becauſe there will be ſomething, 1 
wanting, in our very Temper, and Diſpoſition, to 

give us the true Guſt, and Reliſh, of Happineſs; _ 

and ſomething , inwrought into our "Temper, that | 
would render us unhappy ; I ſay, beſides this, it 
muſt be remembred, that our Happineſs lieth, in 
the true, and full Enjoyment of a Good, foreign 
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to us, that is every Way exactly proportionable to 5 
For the very Make, and State, of the humane 
Nature neceſſitates it, that a Man look around him 


for ſome foreign Aid, in the Enjoyment whereof 
he may be happy. If we examine the Make and 
Conſtitution of the humane Nature, we ſhall plain- 
ly ſee, that, with Reſpect to both its conſtituent 
Parts, Soul, and Body, Man is a dependant Crea- 
ture, which derived his Being from another, and 
is beholden to ſomething out of himſelf for his 
Powers, and Capacities, his Support, and Comfort; 
and his Happineſs can no more ariſe from himſelf 
than his Being could: So that, ſeeing he is not 
ſelf-ſufficient, let his Felicity conſiſt in what it 
will, it muſt neceſſarily originate from ſome other 
Cauſe than himſelf. This was the Caſe even of 
Innocent Man, in Paradiſe, who, though his Powers 
were much more bright and healthy, than any of 
his natural Deſcendents, yet, was a Creature that de- 
rived his Being from another, and was ſubordinate 
to, and wholly dependent upon, that Cauſe from 
whence he received his Being ; and conſequently all 
the true Happineſs he could expect, or graſp, mult 
be derivative. But if we take a View of Man's 
preſent 
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reſent State, ſince the Fall, it will appear, in the 
cleareſt Light, that we are inſufficient for our own 
Happmeſs, and are beholden to another for it, if 
ever we attain thereto ; becauſe our preſent State 
is evidently a State of very great Weakneſſes, and 
Deficiencies, and that both of Body, and Mind. So 


that nothing can be more evident, than, that a Man 
- muſt ſeek abroad, and look around him, for ſome 


Object, in the Poſſeſſion whereof, to delight him- 
ſelf, and be truly happy. It is the Preiogative of 
GOD alone to be ſelf-ſufficient ; and *till any 
Man can boaſt of equal eſſential Excellencies, Per- 


fections, and Glories, with thoſe of the ſelf-exiſtent, 


independent Deity, he will remain in a State of 
Dependance, Craving, and Want, and need ſome- 
thing, out of himſelf, and foreign to him, to com- 
pleat his real Happineſs. 

Now, this foreign Good, which is ſufficient to 
render a rational, and immortal Creature happy, 
mult neceſſarily be, every Way, proportioned to 
us; becauſe no Object can have any, the leaſt, 
Tendency to advance our Happineſs, any farther 
than as it is agreeable to us, in one Reſpect, or 
other; and that which pretends to render us com- 
pleatly happy, muſt be every Way exactly agrea- 


ble, without the leaſt Deficiency in its Correſpon- 

dency to us; otherwiſe the Diſagreement between 
Us, and That, will everlaſtingly cramp all the 
Happineſs which elſe might ariſe therefrom, and 
give us a painful Uneafineſs. | al 
ſery ? but ſomething or other diſagreeable to us 3'- * 3 


and the Degrees of Miſery, are more, or leſs, pro- 


* 


portionable to the Diſagreement of the OhjeR to 
us. But then, upon Suppoſition of a Gagd pro- 


+ 
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portionable to us, it muſt be truly, and fülly en- 


joyed by us, or there cannot poſſibly be any Hap- 


pineſs derived from it, to us. For if the greateſt | 
| Good 


For what is Mi- 
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Good is not applied to us, how can we receive 
any Benefit from it? The moſt Miſerable may 
know that there is ſuch a Thing as compleat Hap- 
pineſs, and in what it conſiſteth, and yet, without 
a ſutable Application of it unto themſelves, that 


is, without their Enjoyment of it, be nevertheleſs 


miſerable ; yea, their Knowledge of it will be fo 
far from abating their Miſery, as that it will but 
ſo much the more encreaſe it upon them. Our 
bleſſed Saviour therefore acquaints us, that it will 
be a very great Addition to the Miſery of the 
Wicked, that they ſhall be able to diſcern fome- 
thing of the Happineſs of the Righteous, which 
they themſelves ſhall have no Part and Share in; 

ſaying, (in Luke's Goſpel,) There ſhall be weeping, 
and gnaſhing of Teeth, when ye ſhall ſee Abraham, 


and Iſaac, and Jacob, and all the Prophets, in the 


Kingdom of GOD, and you yourſelves thruſt out. . 


If therefore the Creature fail in both, or either, 


of theſe Reſpects, it can never compleat our Hap- 
pineſs. This then is what I have to do, to ſhew, 

that the Creattfe is neither a proportionable Good, 

nor truly enjoyed by us, and therefore cannot com- 
pleat our Happinets, 

1. The Creature is not a proportionable Good, 
and therefore cannot compleat our Happineſs. In 
order to a Good's being proportionable to us, it 
muſt exactly correſpond with our Nature, be ſuited 
to our various Wants, and Deſires, and be durable, 
or continue as long as we ſhall have any Being, 
or Occaſion for it ; for if it fail in any of theſe 
Regards, if»it ſhould be jarring with our Nature, 
or unable to ſatisfy us, or to continue with us, it 
15 very certain, that then it holds no Proportion 
with us, and therefore can be no ſure Foundation 
for our Happineſs ; and yet in all theſe Regards 

T Luke xiii. 28. | | 
the 
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the Creature is diſproportionable to us. As, briefly 


29 


to hint, | | 
1. The Creature is not proportionable to our 
Nature, For the humane Nature is not entirely 


made up of Fleſh and Senſe, but has a ſpiritual and 
immortal Part eſſentially belonging to it, which is 


more excellent than our Bodies, and greatly to be 
preferred before them. Our Thinking, our Rea- 
ſoning, and our Reflection, beſides our Capacity 
for compleat Happineſs, and our Deſires after it, 
are evident Proofs, that our Nature conſiſts of, 
what we call Spirit, as well as Body. For 
mere Matter, according to all its known Properties, 
and the Laws of Motion, will never be able 


to produce one Thought, ſo that That Part of 


us, which thinketh, is very different from our Bo- 


dies, having none of the ſame Properties belong- 


ing to it, and therefore is Immaterial, or Spirit. 


And accordingly we find the Apoſtle Paul diſtri- 


butes the Nature of Man into Spirit, Soul, and 
Body. (a) The Body is the groſs Subſtance, made 
up of Fleſh, and Blood, and Bones, and is the Ob- 
ject of Senſe ; the Soul, I take it, means the ani- 
mal Life, with its vegetative, nutritive, and pro- 
creative Powers; and by the Spirit is intended 
the proper immaterial Subſtance, the intellectual 
Mind, that ſpiritual and immortal Part, which we 
generally call the Soul. | 
Now, though the Creature may be, in a very 
great Meaſure, futed unto the Body, and to the 


Support, and Comfort, of the animal Life, yet, till 
the true intellectual ſpiritual Part in us, has its 
rectified, (not diſordered, ) Nature gratified, with a 

SGood every Way anſwerable unto it, the Man can 


never be happy, let the Enjoyments adapted to 
the Body be what they will; becauſe the pure 

(a) 1 Hef. v. 23. | 
Spirit, 
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Spirit, being the more noble and exalted Part of 
the Man, will remain deſtitute, and uneaſy, what- 
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ever be the Dreams of Happineſs, in the fulleſt 
Gratifications of the lower Appetites, while this 
diſtinguiſhing Part of us is left unprovided of ſu _ 
table Entertainments. For ſince that Part of us 
which we call Spirit, is ſo very different in its 
Nature from our Bodies, as that none of the eſ- 1 
ſential Properties of the Latter are to be found inan 
the Former, it follows, that ſomething very dif--Cꝰ—ꝰ— 
ferent in its Nature from that which is accommo- 3 
dated to our Bodies, (that is, ſomething, more 15 


peculiarly adapted to the Nature of our Spirits 
than any of the Enjoy ments of this World,) muſt 5 
be found out, before we can ſuppoſe any Man to 


be happy in the exact Correſpondency of his Nas 
ture to the Thing objected to him: Therefore the © 
Preacher obſerves, * Seeing there are many Things 

that increaſe Vanity, (he means all the Things of 
this World, which are adapted to our Senſes, all 
of which tend to increaſe our Vanity, and to dif- _ 
appoint us with their Vanity, ) what is Man the _ 


better? How will theſe things, which hold no Pro- 
portion to his ſpiritual Nature, add one Grain to his 
true and real Happineſs : For what hath a Man of 
all his Labour, and of the Vexation of his Heart, 
wherein he hath laboured under the Sun? + 
Should the Man enjoy all the Creatures, which yet 
he cannot, he would ſtill want Something that 
ſhould bear a Correſpondence with the Nature of 
his Spirit, which the Objects of Senſe do not. The 
material World, and an immaterial Spirit, are fo 
widely different, in their Nature, that the former 
can never be a Foundation for the Happineſs of _ 
the latter. Nebuchadnezzar's grazing among the - «© 
Beaſts was a more exalted Degree of Happineſs, © | 


. 1 cl. . 28. 
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of the Poſſeſſor. 


meaſure, after His own Likeneſs. 
generally call the Soul being a pure Spirit, breathed 
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31 
to the Body, even of a mighty Monarch, than the 
fulleſt Enjoyment of the brighteſt of the Creatures, 
can poſſibly afford to an intellectual Spirit. 

In ſhort z Happineſs ever ariſes from a Likeneſs, 
in the Nature of the Thing enjoyed, to the Nature 


There muſt be an Agreement 
in Sounds to produce an Harmony, and a Propor- 
tion in Parts to conſtitute a Beauty; and ſo there 
muſt be an Agreement in Nature, with the poſſeſſed 
Object, to create that Harmony and Beauty, in the 
Soul, which we call Happineſs.. Even GOD 
Himſelf cannot render a reaſonable Creature 
happy, until He has firſt formed him, in ſome 
Now, what we 


into us by the Almighty, ( for there is a Spirit in 
Man, and the Inſpiration of the Almighty hath given 
him Underſtanding (b),) and the whole viſible 
Creation being formed of the Duſt of the Ground, 
as may be ſeen in the inſpired Account of the 
Creation (c); theſe Two have no Likeneſs, Affinity, 
and therefore can have no ſuch good Agreement 
between them, as is neceſſary, in Order to the En- 
joyment of the Creature's being capable of com- 
pleating the Happineſs of the Soul. | 
2, Nor is the Creature proportionable to the 
Wants of the Soul. The Soul muſt be poſſeſſed 
of a Good, anſwerable to to it's preſent, and future 
Circumſtances, as well as its Nature, or it can never 
be happy; becauſe if the Spirit, or ſuperiour Part 
in us, is not accommodated with what is every Way 
agreeable unto. it's Circumſtances, and ſufficient to 
anſwer it's Neceſſities, it will remain in a State of 
Want; and no Man can ſuppoſe that Happineſs, 


and Indigences, can meet in the fame Beaſt, at the 
| ſame Time. There may, indeed, be the want of a 


(5) Job. xxxii. 8. (c) Gen, Ch. i. 
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32 The ImperfeFion Serm. II. 
Leſſer Good, while the Poſſeſſion of the Greater 


renders us truly comfortable and far from Miſery; 


ſo the Good Man has his Degrees of Happineſs, 


in the Favour of GOD, in the midſt of all the 


Afflictions of the preſent Life; and if the Fig- 
Tree ſhould not bloſom, neither ſhould Fruit be in 


. the Vine; if the Labour of the Olive ſhould fail, 


and the Fields yeild no Meat ; if the Flocks ſhould be 


cut off from the Fold, and there ſhould be no Herd in 


the Stall; yet he can rœjoice in the LORD, and joy 
in the GOD of his Salvation (d). But to compleat 
Happineſs, there is requiſite ſuch a full Poſſeſſion of 
every needful Good, as that there ſhall remain no 
Want unſupplied. For if there be any one Ap- 


petite unſatisfied, the Man will be in a State of In- 


digency, and this will neceſſarily excite Uneaſineſs, 
and interrupt his Felicity. Haman, ſurrounded 
with all the Honours and Glories of the Perſia! 
Court, was far from Happineſs, while his wicked 


Soul thirſted after the Blood of poor Mordecai, ſo 


that he cryed out, * All this availeth me nothing, ſo 
long as I ſee Mordecai ſetting at the King's Gate. 


And how much more reſtleſs and uneaſy muſt the 
Soul be, if it's regular Defires remain unſatiſ- 
filed. | 


Now let us but conſider what the known Wants 
of the Soul, or ſupream Spirit in Man, are, and 
this will afford us a convincing Proof, how diſpro- 


Pportionable all the Things of this World are to 


us. As now, 


The Soul, as ſinful and EY wants to be 
relieved from the vile Subjection which it is in to 


Fleſh and Senſe, and to be reinſtated on che Throne 
of Liberty, and put into a Capacity of acting 
freely for itſelf, and it's greateſt Intereſt ; and the 
Creature is ſo far from lending an helping Hand 


(a) Hab. iii. 17, 18. "" v. 13. 
here, 
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Serm. II. of the Creature. 33 
here, that it treacherouſly aſſiſts in putting the 
Chains on, and ſo much the more ſubjects the 
Soul under the baſeſt Tokens of Bondage and 
FgGlavery. Hence is that Caution of our Saviour, * 
Jae Heed, and beware of Covetouſneſs. The 
- greedy Deſires of the Things of this World en- 
 Nflave the Soul to them; and ſo does the heed- 


te and immoderate uſe of them: hence is that 
Caution, + Take Heed to -your ſelves left at any 


time your Hearts be overcharged with Su 


&c. 


rfeiting, 


The Soul wants to be freed from that Guilt, 
and Horror, ſhe has contracted, by her Fall, and 


Her vicious and ſinful Actions; and the Blood 


of Bulls and of Goats, Thouſands of Rams, and 
Ten Thouſand of Rivers of Oil, and the Fruit of 
Ihe Body, added to them, will not be ſufficient 
to make Expiation for the Sin of the Soul (e) : 
but inſtead thereof they are greatly inſtrumental 
to multiply her Crimes, and increaſe her Guilt : 
as the Love of the World, and the ill Improve- 
ment of it debaſes the Soul, ſo do they load the 
Soul with Remorſe, and Guilt, by withdrawing 


+: it from the Love of GOD, a 
-: Commandments, 


nd Delight in his 


* The Soul wants to be delivered from the Sentence 
of eternal Condemnation, and reſcued from ever- 


| F laſting Burnings, the juſt Deſert, and Wages, of 
her Crimes; but fo precious is the Soul that the 


Redemption thereof ceaſeth for ever, as to any 


I Thing among the mere Creature being a ſufficient 


> Ranſom therefor ; for we are not redeemed with cor- 


 Tuptible Things, as Silver, and Gold, — but with 
the precious Blood of CHRIST (f): and the Crea- 


ture, by tempting, and drawing the Soul into Sin, 


* [Luke ii. 
J) I. Pet. i 18,6 


15. 


mi. 34. 
D 


(e) 


does 


Mic. vi. 
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does but fo much the more bring it under the 
condemning Power of the Law, and doom it to 
ſuffer the divine Vengeance. 

The Soul wants a ſuitable Place for it's eter- 
nal. Reſidence, that, when it ſhall be uncloathed 
of its earthly Tabernacle, it may not be left na- 
ked, and deſtitute, but may put on Immortality 
and poſſeſs a Building of God, an Houſe, not 
made with Hands, eternal 1n he Heavens, ac- 
commodated with all poſſible Delights and Satiſ- 


factions; and what is there in this World, among 


all the Treaſures of it, that can purchaſe ſuch an 


happy Seat for her : all the Objects of Senſe can 


neither form ſuch a glonous Manſion for her, nor 
are fit to give in Exchange therefor, nor can 

Way, of themſelves, convey her to that bleſ- 
ſed Ahode : for eternal Life is the Gift of God, 
through Jeſus Chrif our Lord (g.) 

In ſhort, as all created Nature cannot buy 
off the Puniſhment due to the ſinful Soul, fo 
neither can it afford the leaſt Support and Comfort 
to her, under her Wants, which would be her 


eternal Torment. Mountains of peruvian Gold, 


and Rocks of Diamond, would be looked upon 
with Horror and Anguith, ſhould they preſent 
themſelves in the Day of the Loxp's Viſitation, 
and but add Oil to the Flames that ſurround the 
unhappy Soul; nay, ſo far would all Creatures 
be from affording any Relief to the poor miſe- 
rable Soul, that they would ſtand aloof off, as 
mocking at her Torment, and not a ſingle Drop 
of Water would move to cool her enflamed Tongue, 
() So that by no Means would any, or all, of 
the Creatures be able to ſupply the Wants of the 
Soul, and therefore could not render her happy. 


ri. 23. (5) Lale xvi, 24. 
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3. Nor is the Creature proportionable to the 
Deſires and Cravings of the Soul. This neceſ- 
farily follows upon the former Head. For if 
the Creature is not anſwerable unte the Wants 
of the Soul, it cannot poſſibly fulfil its Deſires; 
becauſe it will neceſſarily crave to have its 
Wants ſupplied. There is a Sort of Infinity, and 
Boundleſſneſs, in the Appetites of an intelligent 
immortal Spirit, which finite Nature, alone, can 
never ſatisfy. We ſee ſomething of the un- 
wearied Reſtleſſneſs of the Mind of Man, in 
their perpetual Search and Inquiry into the hid- 
den Myſteries of Nature, and Art, in the con- 
ſtant Labours of Men after the Profits, Pleaſures, 
and Honours of this World ;- in their Thirſt 
aſter perpetual Exiſtence, and their Endeavours 
to out-hve the Grave, in their Name, Manners, 
and Offspring; and yet, after they have done 
all, they are as unſatisfied as ever. Who ever 
found their moſt enlarged Stores, the greateſt 
Variety, Degrees, of ſenſual Gratifications, or the 
moſt numerous and glittering Honours they were 
encircled withal, have been able to ſet Bounds 
to their Appetites, that they had, no farther De- 
lires after them: This reſtleſs State of the Mind 
of Man, the Preacher elegantly deſcribeth, by a 
lively Metaphor fetched from the Sun; (i) The 
Sun, (ſaith he,) alſo ariſeth, and the Sun. goeth 
down, and hafeth to the Place where be aroſe ; 
in his daily Motion from East, to Wef, he com- 
eth to the ſame Point again : So the Sun (for of 
this he continueth his Speech, the Wind not being 
in the Original, ) goeth towards the South, (to 
the Southern Tropic,) and lurned about to the 
North, (then returns to the Northern Tropic,) 
it whirleth about continually, (in it's annual Motion,) 


(7) Eccl. i. 5, 6. + See Mr. Pool. 
D 2 


and 


35 The Imberfefion Serm. II. 
and returneth again according to the Circuits : it 
cometh to the fame Point again, after all it's 
Revolutions. And as Reſtleſs is Man in every 
Condition of Life, ever ſceking to alter his pre- 
ſent State, as he thinketh for the better; yet, af 
ter all, he is juſt where he was, as to any real 
Reſt and Sariefation, to his Mind, he hath gained 
by all his Changes. Therefore the Preacher ob- 
ſerveth, (+) The Bye 1s not ſatisfied with ſeeing, nor 
the Ear fled with hearing; tor, (as the Royal 
Inſtructor had, in the Yer/e before, elegantly ex- 
preſſed the Unſatisfactorineſs, of all Things here 
below, to tie Soul, All the Rivers run Into the 
Sea, yet the Sea is no! full. The Sea has already 


more in it {elf than the Rivers can ſupply it with, 
and irs Capacity vaſtly exceeds all that the Ri- 
vers can communicate, and therefore it can never 


be filled by all the Streams that run into it. 
Beſides, theſe Things being different in their 
Nature from what the Soul thirſt after, can never 
eild any true Satisfaction, and fill her Appetites. 


Till theſe T emporal Things can change their Na- 


ture, and riſe up to Spiritual, and F. ternal, the Soul 
can caſt them all, unworthy of her Care, or lodge 
them in a narrow Corner, and never reſt ſatisfied, 
until the infinite ALL, ſhe bears ſome Likeneſs to 
in her Spirituality, and Immortality, and ſtill has 
ſome faint Reaches after, even in this her imperfect 
State, comes, and fills her, with everiaſting Satiſ- 
faction. 

4. Finally; The Creature is not proportionable 
to the Soul in Duration. That the Soul is im- 
morta}, or endleſs in Duration, may be fairly at- 
gued from the general Sentiments of Mankind, 
and their natural Deſires of Immortality, and from 
the Powers of Reaſon, Judgment, and Reflection 
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&c. which evidently belong to the humane Na- 
ture, and are as evidently different from all'the 
known Properties of Matter, howſoever diſpoſed 
and moved ; and from our Conſciouſneſs of our 
own Actions, and the Judgment we paſs upon 
them, which ſheweth that we are capable of ren- 
dering an Account to our ſupream Ruler and 
Judge: But after all the facred Scripture affords 
us the fulleſt Evidences of the Soul's Immortality, 
Life and Immortality being brought to Light by the 
Goſpel. There we are told, (/) They, that xill the 


| Body, are not able to kill the Soul : ; that, when the 


Body dies, the Spirit goeth to GOD who gave it (m); 
and we may obſerve that, throughout the New- 
Teſtament eſpecially, the Soul is treated as an immor- 
tal Being, in the conſtant Propoſal of future eternal 
Rewards and Puniſhments ; and the Aſſurance it 
That, at the Death of their Bodies, the 
Souls of good Men go, to (u) Paradife, to (o) 
Heaven, to (p) eternal Tife, to () be ever with the 
LORD ; and that the Souls of wicked Men go, 

to 7 Priſon, to (/) Hell, to the Place of Tor- 
ment, to (1) everlaſting Puniſhment : All of which 
clearly evinces the Immortality of the Soul, or, 
that it exiſteth forever. 

Suppoſe, now, that the Creature was ever fo. 
well adjuſted to the Nature of the Soul, being ſpi- 
ritual as that is, and were moſt admirably ſuited 
to its prefent Wants, and Cravings; yet, if after 
all, it falls ſhort of the Nature of the Soul in Du- 
ration, This, alone would render it utterly im- 
poſſible that it ſhould ever compleat our Hap- 
pinels, 


For, whenever the Creature hall run out che 


0 Matth, x. 28. (m) Eccl. xii, 7. 2 Luę, xxiii. 13 
(0) Luke vi. 23. (p) Mat. xxv. 42. (9) 1 Ih. 1, 17 
5 1 H. Ms 19. (/ Lake xvi. 23. (t) 2 Theſe 9. 
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38 The Imperfefion Serm. II. 
Line of its Continuance, and come to its End, (as 
T ſhall ſhew under another Head, it certainly will) 
there will then be no Room left for the leaſt Pre 
tenſions to Happineſs in the Enjoyment of it; 
becauſe it will then have no Exiſtence. And, as, 
in the mean while, the Fears of loſing, what, we 
know, will anon ceaſe to have any Being, would 
ſo diſtreſs the Soul, in the Midſt of her Enjoy- 
ments, as to leave her unhappy in the fulleſt Poſ- 
ſeſſions, ſo the total ceaſing of it, would render 
her Condition the more miſerable, from a Reflec- 
tion upon her former comfortable State, while ſhe 
was in Poſſeſſion of 1t. 

Thus we ſee, that upon Suppoſition of a true 
Enjoyment of the Creature, it cannot compleat 
our Happineſs, becauſe of the vaſt Diſproportion 
there is between all the Objects of Senſe, and a 


ſpiritual and immortal Soul: For the Things of 


this World are proportionable neither to the Na- 


ture, the Wants, the . nor the Duration of - 


the Sou]. 
proceed now to lay, 

2. We donot truly and fully enjoy tie Creature, 
and therefore it cannot poſſibly compleat our Hap- 
pinefs. What I have ſaid under the former Head, 
of the Diſproportion of the Creature to us, holds 
good upon Suppoſition of our fulleſt Enjoyment 
of it, and I now argue the Inſufficiency of the 
Creature to compleat our Happineſs, were it other- 
wile ever ſo proportionable to us, in that we have 
not the true, and full Enjoyment of it. 

For, after all our Pretentions to Enjoyment, and 
the pleaſant Dreams of Happineſs we flatter and 
delude ourſelves with, in the Poſſeſſion of it, if our 


Title be challenged, we ſhall find that we have no 


true Right to it, and fo do not truly and fully 
enjoy it. For barely to have in our Hands, and 
keeping, 


7 Serm. II. of the Creature. 39 


(as keeping, this or the other deſirable Good, is not 
7111) properly, and fully, to enjoy that Good; as the 
Dre EKeeper of the Crown is not properly faid to enjoy 
it; the Crown; the Fee, and Right, muſt be in us, 
a8, and in us ſolely, to conſtitute a full Enjoyment, 
we otherwiſe, our preſent Poſſeſſion is dependant, and 
ld precarious. Now it is certain, that, whatever our 
oy- Claim may be, we are not to look upon ourfelves 
2of- as the Lord's Proprietors of what we have, but 


der © only Stewards at Will: the Earth is the LORD's 
Jec- © with the Fullneſs thereof, the World, and they that 
ſhe | dwell therein ( k). GOD alone is the rightful Pro- 
> prietor of all the Creatures; and becauſe HE is 
the great Creator, therefore is HE allo the mo 

= bhigh YVoſſeſſor of Heaven and Earth: and this His 
tion Right He has not alienated, nor wilt He devolve it 


da =" upon another. *Tis impoſſible any One of the 
of | Creatures ſhould enjoy all the reſt; and thoſe that 
Na- we have in our Hands cannot render us happy, 


n of  - becauſe we have no true Propriety in them. 

With Reſpect unto Men, our Fellow-Creatures, 
we may be the fole Owners of this, or that, and 
they may be guilty of Injuſtice, and Oppreſfſion, 
by their forcible or crafty invading our Right ; 
but our Title will not hold good ſhould we attempt 
to conteſt it with the Moft High. Yea, ſo far are 
we from a full Poſſeſſion of any thing, as that we 
ourſelves are not our own, but belong to, and are 
dependant upon, that GOD, who hath made us, 
and formed us for Himfelf, and in whom we live, 
and move, and have our being; ſo that He has a 
Right to us, and all that we have. | 
Nor will our preſent Poſſeſſion, ſuch as it ie, or our 
holding any of the Creatures in our Hands, make 

_ goodour Claim, and Propriety in them, againſt the 
Demands of the Almighty ; becauſe we hold alt 
% P/. Miu. 1. | | | 3 
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Stewards to our great Lord and Maſter, who has 
committed to our Truſt, as pleaſeth Him, to ſome 
two, to others five, and to others fen Talents, and 
commanded us to occupy until He come, and to im- 
prove all in his Service, and to the Honour of His 
Name ; and to whom, e'er long, we muſt account 
for our Stewardfhip, how we have traded, and what 
we have gained; and receive our Rewards accord- 

ing to that we have done (1). Since we are but 
Stewards,therefore what is put into our prefent Pol- 


own, but our ſovereign LORD reſerveth unto Him- 
ſelf an unqueſtionable and full Right, as to the In- 
tereſt, ſo to the Principal, of all our Talents, and the 
Power to take from us what He has lent us, or 
depoſited in our Hands, when it ſhall ſeem good 
unto Him. 

Hence it will follow, that hs Creature 1s not, 
nor can it be, compleative of our Happineſs, be- 
cauſe we cannot properly call it our own. For, 
upon Suppoſition that it were in it's own Nature, 
ever ſo perfect in Kinds and Degrees of Excellency, 
and ſo were capable of rendring us happy, yet ſince 
it is not our own, and we have no unalienable Right 
and Property in it, what will it ſignify to us, how 
good and excellent it is in itſelf, or how agrecable 
it might be to us? Unleſs there be a Contact, 
or Union, between the Subject and the Object, 
there can no delightful Senſations be handed to 
the Soul: and this Union is founded in Poſſeſſion 
and Propriety. We may ſee That in the Poſſeſſion 
of our Neighbour, which, if we could call it our 
Own, might go a great Way towards the ſatisfying 

of our preſent Wants and Defires, and afford us 
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(/) See Mat. xxv. fi:m ver. 14 — 28. and Luke xix. 
1227. 


abundance 


upon good Pleaſure only: ſo that we are but 1 


ſeſſion, is not alienated and made over, to us as our 


abundance of Delight and Pleaſure, in the Agree- 
ableneſs of it to us; but ſince it is another's, and 


of it drops of Courſe. 
fords no Happineſs to a rational Mind, 
can ſay of this GOD, He is OUR OWN GOD 3 
but the Want of this is the Miſery of the 
damned who are ſufficiently acquainted with the 
Perfections of G OD, 

enough in Him to compleat the Happineſs of 


the Creature; 
I in it's Nature and Meaſure, whether we conſi- 


2 There will be an End to all worldly Perfection. 
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not ours, though we ought to rejoice in the Wel- 


fare of our Neighbour, yet, all the Satisfaction we 


might propoſe to ourſelves, from the Enjoyment 
The all- perfect Deich af- 
*Qll it 


to know that there is 


= any, or all, of His Creatures, but yet find them- 


ſelves miſerable in their Separation from Him, 
or want of an Union to Him as their GOD, 
and Portion. 


Thus, becauſe we have no true Right, and 


Propriety, in the Creature, tis vain for us to 


expect Happineſs from it; and though we ought 


N +. IGOR 


to be contented with the preſent Portion our 
bountiful Maſter has aſſigned us, and be thank- 
ful to Him for it, becauſe the leaſt we have the 
Improvement of, is more than we deſerve, yet, 
wi cannot think ſeriouſly of the Weakneſs of 
our Title to it, 
woe hold it, but it marrs all the fine Schemes of 
Happineſs a ſenſual Mind may be apt to propoſe 
to himſelf from it. 


and at how uncertain a Tenour 


So that we ſee an End of all Perſection, i in 
it's greateſt Excellency is limited 


der it abſtractedly by itſelf, or in it's Relation 

to us. 

| i I am now, 

5 ol 2. In the ſecond Place, to ſhow, that the Per- 
fection of the Creature is finite in it's Duration. 


1 
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J hinted at this before, in ſhewing that the Crea- 


ture 1s not proportionable to the Soul in Duration, 
and the daily Experience we have of this ren- 
ders it leſs neceſſary to inſiſt largely upon this 
Head : I ſhall therefore but briefly run it over, 
and ſnew, that if there were a Perfection of 
Number, and Degrees, of Excellencies in the Crea- 
ture, yet it would fall ſhort of proper Perfecti- 
on, for Want of Duration. True Perfection ad- 
mits of no Limits in Duration, any more than 
in Degrees; for that which is finite in its Dura- 
tion, wants a very eſſential Ingredient in Per- 
fection, namely Continuance, or conſtant Exiſt- 
ence : though it have an Exiſtence at preſent, 
yet if, by and by, it ſhall have none, this ſhews 
that there is wanting to it that which is necęſſa- 
ry to it's very Being, and that which wanteth 
cannot be perfect. And this is the Caſe with 
the Creature, with all the Things of this lower 


World, we converſe with, they are finite in their 


Duration. For, 

1 The Creature it ſelf will have an End, and 
then the Excellency of it ceaſeth, and is no more. 
As this World had a Beginning, ſo it will have 
an End, and ſhall not continue always. Whe— 
ther Matter periſhes, or any, the leaſt, Part 
thereof be utterly deſtroyed, or no, is not at all 
material to us, becauſe the Form 1s all we are 
converſant about, in Objects of Senſe ; Though 
I ſee no Abſurdity in the abſolute Corruptibility of 


Matter, which once had no Being. However, 


ſince the Form gives Being to every Object of 
Senſe, and the Exiſtence of Matter ſtrip'd of all 
Form, (if ſuch a Thing can be,) would be ut- 
terly imperceptible to us, therefore when ever 
the Creature puts off its preſent Form, with Re- 
ſpect unto us, it then comes to an End. * 
che 


1 
2 
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the Apoſtle tells us (m) the Faſhion of this World 
paſſeth away; by which he means ſo to affect 
us with the Conſideration of the fading, periſh- 
ing, Nature of the Things of this World, as to 
draw us off from that over-fond Opinion we 

are ſo prone to entertain of the Objects of Senſe, 
that we may not have our Hearts too much ſet 
upon them. And we may plainly ſee, that all 
Things about us are haſtening on to the Change 
of their preſent Poſture, and Relation, and the 
Time is coming, in the which the Heavens ſhall 
paſs away with a great Noiſe, the Elements ſhall 
melt with fervent Heat, and the Earth, with the 
Works that are therein, ſhall be burnt up: as the 
Apoſtle Peter acquaints us(#). Decay is written, in 
indelible Characters, upon all the Beauty, and Ex- 
cellency, of this viſible World, and we ſee it 
daily making Advances upon all Things about us. 
The very Heavens wax old as doth a Garment (0), 
and a little Time often puts a Period to the 
brighteſt Luſtre of this World, What is be- 
come of the flouriſhing States, and Kingdoms, 
the magnificent Structures, and the applauded He- 
roes, which, ſome few Ages ago ſtruck the 
World with Wonder and Admiration ? They 
have all ſunk in the Ruins of Time. Where 
are our dear Friends, and valuable Relations, that, 
a little while ago, we took Comfort in? alaſs; 
they are buried under the Clods of the Valley ! 
and their Excellency, which they once had, has 
periſhed with them. So does the Perfection of 
this World, like Riches, make to itſelf Wings, 
and flee away, as an Eagle towards Heaven, with 


a ſwift, and almoſt imperceptible Motion. 


But then, 5 
2. We ourſelves ſhall, &er long, come to the 
(m) 1. Cr. vii. 31. (2) 2 Pet. iii. 10. (o) P/al. cii. 26. 
End 
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End of our Continuance in this World. For we 
cannot live here always; 'tis but a little while we 
can remain in the delightful Poſſeſſion of our 
preſent worldly good Things; our Houſes, and 
Lands, our Riches, and Honours, our Friends, 
and Acquaintance, we mult quickly take our fi- 
nal Leave of them all, and the Eye that hath 
ſeen us ſhall fee us no more and the Places that have 
known us ſhall know us no more. Our Days on 
Earth are as a Shadow, and there is none abiding (þ). 
What is your Life? It is even a Vapour, that 
appeareth a little while, and then vaniſheth away 
(). Even while we are here, the Excellency 
which we pretend to, as giving us the Prece- 
dency to the Creatures around us, often decays, 
and fades away; and a Man of Wiſdom, and 
Strength, in a few Years becomes as a Child in 
Weakneſs, and Folly ; and a Man of Wealth, and 
Honour, may, anon, be as poor as J, and delpiſed 
as Lazarus, But however, it will not be long be- 
fore Death will put a Final Period to our Abode 


on Earth, and we ſhall lie down in the ſilent 


Grave, and the Worms feed ſweetly upon us, 
and then, the Beauty which we have ſhall con- 
fume away 1n the rotting Grave (r), And when 
we go down to the dark Vault, the Houfe aj- 
pointed for all the living, we ſhall then have no 


further Occaſion for any of the Enjoyments of 


this World, nor reap any Advantage from them ; 
for, we can carry Nothing out of this World — 
ug, nor will our Glory deſcend after us (s); but 


as we came naked into ibis World, without bring. | 


ing any of the Accommodations of it with us, 
ſo naked ſball we return (u): The Thougat 


of which made Solomon inſcribe Vanity upon all 


7 1 Cl, xxix. 15. (7 Jam. iv. 14. (9 P/. xlix. 14. 
(655 Py, XliX, „ (t) Fob. =O. 
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Things under the Sun; Yea, I hated my Labour, 
(ſays he,) becauſe I ſhould leave it unto the Man 
that ſhould come after me (v). And of what Avail 
will all the Profits, Pleaſures, or Honours, of this 
World be to us, when we are at laſt forced to 
take our Leave of them? Ah ! vain World! 
Z Whoſe greateſt Excellency, as in a Moment, va- 
28 niſheth from us, or dies with us | 
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1 Thus I have finiſhed the Firſt Doctrine, That 
the Perfection of the Creature is limited and finite; 
it 15 not proper Perfection, nor can it continue; 
and ſo we ſee an End of all Perfection. 

Before I proceed to the Second Doctrine, it will 
be proper to make ſome Improvement of chis, and 
apply it unto ourſelves, for our Inſtruction, Cor- 
rection, and Exhortation. 


I UskE I. This Doctrine may be improved fo 


our Inſtruction, and Information, in ſeveral Things. 


Joo name one at preſent, and conclude. 


4 1. Hence we may learn, what Reaſon we have 
to mourn over our Apoſtacy from GOD, as the 
grand Cauſe of very much of the Imperfection of 
the Creature. For it 1s certain, that very much 
of the Imperfection of the Creature is accidental 
d to it, and has been procured, originally, by our Sin 
and Fall from GOD. As the Creature, with us, firſt 
came out of the Hands of our Maker, it was ſuted ta 
dur pure and innocent Nature, fo far as Man could, 
then, have any Deſires about it, and would have 
been abundantly more advantageous, and ſervicea- 
ble, to him, in his Integrity, than it can be to us, 
now, in our Japſed State : and we find it a 
Part of the Curſe, which the great GOD denounc. 


2 Eccl. ii. 18. 
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ed in the Day of our Apoſtacy, (w) Curſed is the 


Ground, for thy Sate; in Sorrow ſhalt thou Eat 
of it, all the Days of thy Life : Thorns alſo and 


Thiſtles ſhall it bring forth unto thee, —in the Sweat 


of thy Face ſhalt thou eat Bread, till thou return 
unto the Ground; for out of it waſt thou taken , for 
Duſt thou art, and unto Duſt ſhalt thou return. By 
Means of this Curſe there is a Sort of Variance put 
between Man and theCreature,and this Vanity is con- 
ſequent upon it, that our Appetites and Deſires are 


irregularly carried out after it, and there is nothing 


in it ſufficient to ſatisfy them ; and after we have 
walked in a vain Shew, for a little while, we muſt 
bid Adieu to all ſublunary Enjoyments, without ſo 
much as allowing us Room to hope that they will 
ever be any further ſerviceable to us. 

The Earth was a Paradiſe to Man, in Inno- 
cency, a Garden of Delight, and Pleaſure, becauſe 
every Way ſuited to all that he could want from 
it, and anſwerable to all the Deſires he could have 
about it, and becauſe of the high Propriety which 
he had in it. For innocent Man was not ſubject 
to many of thoſe Wants, which now diſtreſs us, 
nor could he have any of thoſe irregular Appetites 
after the Objects of Senſe, which now are the Re- 

roach of our Reaſon, nor have any Expectations 
from the World but what it was able to anſwer ; 
and therefore there was a proper Agreement be- 
tween them, and the Creature ſo far perfectly ſut- 
ed his rational and religious Thoughts of it, and 
was improvable by him to the nobleſt Ends and 
Purpoſes. Beſides, what rendered the Creature 
more perfect to him was, the true Propriety which 
he had in it. For, as he ſaw and adored GOD 
in the Creature, ſo he enjoyed it in GOD, and 
GOD in it ; thus the Creator, and the Creature, 


(w) Gen. iii. 17, 18, 19. 
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Serm. II. of the Creature 47 
ever came together, in his View, and Enjoyment; 
and while there was a cloſe Union between GOD, 
and the Works of His Hand, a Union not yet 
broken by Sin, as Man, then, had a Propriety in 
GOD, as his own GOD, ſo had he in the Crea- 


ture alſo. | | | 

But, now, our Fall from GOD hath broken this 
Union, has ſeparated between GOD and. the Crea- 
ture, has ſtrip'd the Creature of much of its Ex- 
cellency, and filled us with Defires, and Expecta- 
tions, which it can never anſwer, and fo has turn- 
ed the Blefling into a Curſe. *Tis This that has 


» # 


rendred this World a Wilderneſs of Briars and 


Thorns, and filled it with Vanity, and Vexation of 
Spirit: So that theCreature was made ſubjet? toVanity, 


not willingly, (not by any natural Propenſity) but by 


the Will of Him who hath ſubjected the ſame,(though) 


in Hope, as the Puniſhment of Sin; the Creature 


being in the Bondage of Corruption; to be deli- 
vered from which, the Creation groaneth and tra- 
vaileth in Pain until now (x). - 4:3 2 

This then ſhews us, what Reaſon*we have to 


-Z mourn over our Apoſtacy and Rebellion againſt 


GOD, which have procured ſo much of the Im- 
perfection of the Creature, and rendred it fo un- 
profitable, and enſnaring, to us. It ſhould make 
us to cry out, Oh |! that our Head were Water, 
and our Eyes a Fountain of Tears, that we might 
weep Day and Night, for the Offence offered unto 
GOD, the Injury done unto the Creature, and 
the Damage brought upon ourſelves, by our very 
great Folly, in refuſing to obey the Divine Com- 
mandment. This ought to be Matter of perpe- 
tual, and deep Humiliation to us, as often as 
we ſee the Weakneſs, the Inſufficiency, and Inſta- 
bility, of the Creature, that it groans under the 


(+) Rom. viii, 20, 21, 22. 


Curſe 
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Curſe we have brought upon it, and that we our- 
ſelves ſo conſtantly. feel the fad Effects of it. 


?Tis this that furniſhes every Thing we converſe 


with, with the Sting that pierces and wounds us. 


*Tis This is the Root of Bitterneſs, the baneful 
Tincture whereof has turned all our Enjoyments 


into Gall and Wormwood. The Creature was 
full of Beauty, and Honour, glittered with the 
Sparkles of divine Light upon it, would have af- 
forded us wonderful Refreſhment, and Satisfac- 
tion, and was an Enjoyment with which GOD 
might have been abundantly glorified, as well as 
we ourſelves greatly delighted, but our Sin. has 
ſtained the Glory of the Divine Workmanſhip, 
robbed GOD of His Due, the Creature of its 
Excellency, and our ſelves of Comfort ; and it 
ought therefore forever to humble and abaſe us, 
and fill us with Brokenneſs of Soul, to think of 
our high Crime, in defiling our Nature, and throw- 
ing the whole Creation into Diſorder and Confu- 
ſion. Well therefore may we cry out, (y) The 
Crown is fallen from our Head; wo unto us that 
we have ſinned. 


( Lam. v. 16. 
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SERMON II. 
Ev. ——— ——— 
PS AL M XIX. 96. 

T have ſeen an End of all Per- 


feftion ; but thy C ommandment 
fs exceeding " 


WO Doectrines have been raiſed from theſe 
Words, as evidently contained in them, 
viz. | | 


Doc. I. The Perfection of the Creature is 
limited and finite. 
Doc. II. The Commandment of GOD is exceed- 


ing broad, 


The firſt of theſe has been already ſpoken = 
and I have ſhewed you, 

I. The Perfection of the Creature is limited in 
its Nature and Meaſure; if we view the Creature 
abſtractedly, we ſhall ſee that no One poſſeſſes 
all poſſible Excellencies, nor any one Excellency 
in every poſſible Degree, and a finite Mind may 
comprehend the utmoſt of Creature-PerfeQion ; 
or if we examine the Creature in its Relative Ex- 
cellency, eſpecially to Man, we ſhall find that it 
cannot perfect our Nature, neither in the Know- 
kdge, Enjoyment, or 1 of it; nor is 

5 it 


= a — 
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it capable of compleating our Happineſs; becauſe 
it is not proportionable to us, neither to our Na- 
ture, nor to our Wants, nor to our Deſires, nor to 
our Duration; nor do we truly and fully enjoy 
the Creature, but hold it only at the Pleaſure of 
another, to whom it originally belongeth, and in 
whoſe Right it remaineth. I have alſo, 


II. Shewed you, That the Perfection of the 
Creature is finite in its Duration. For the Crea- 
tion it ſelf will anon come to an End, and its Ex- 
cellency flee away; and we ourſelves ſhall | quick- 
ly come to the End of our Continuance in - this 
World. Having thus proved this Doctrine, I told 
vou it was improvable to our Inſtruction, Correc- 
tion, and Exhortation ; and under the firſt of 
theſe I have. inferred, what Reaſon we have to 
mourn over our Apoſtacy from GOD, as the grand 
Cauſe of very much of the Imperfection of the 
Creature: And now | proceed to improve this 
Doctrine to our further Inſtruction. 

Wherefore, 

2. Hence we may learn, that we ought not to 

be chiefly concerned about the Things of this 


World. If we may ſee an End of all Perfection, 


as to the Creature; if it will neither perfect our 
Nature, nor make us truly happy, nor abide with 
us; then certainly the Things of this World have 
not a Sufficiency of Worth, and Value in them, 
to demand all our Expence, and Labour, nor ought 
they to have the chief of our Thought, and Care, 
employed about them. It is enough that our 
Thought, and Labour, are employed about theſe 
Things, according as our daily Tafk is, that we 
be diligent in our Buſineſs, and not Drones in the 


Common- Wealth, who live upon the Labour of 


others ; that we have our Minds ſo far engaged 
about 
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Serm. III. / the Creature. 51 
about our temporal Affairs, as is conſiſtent with 
our Eye ſteadily fixed upon our main Buſineſs ; 
and thus ſerve GOD, and promote our ſpiritual 
Intereſt, while we are at work about our particular 
Calling: Thus (i) ſufficient unto the Day is the 
Evil thereof, and we need not to make the Evil 
greater, by ſuffering our ſelves to be wholly, or 
chiefly, concerned for the Body, and the Things 
thereof; much leſs, what ſhall be on the Morrow. 
We ſee, indeed, a very great Part of Mankind ſo 
entirely charmed with the Objects of Senſe, and 
devoted to their Service, that all their Love, and 
Joy, all their Care, and Concern, center in them; 
and while the Men of a lower Figure are in a per- 
petual Hurry and Buſtle to raiſe their Fortune, and 
ſcarce afford themſelves Time to eat, or ſleep, and 
will not boggle at any Methods to increaſe their 
Stock, that they may make them a Name, and a 
Family in the Earth, the Men of the moſt elevat- 
ed Figure, are often, at the ſame Time, immerſing 
themſelves in a continual Succeſſion of ſenſual Plea- 
ſures, torturing themſelves for the Invention of new 
and freſſier Ones, and racking themſelves with the 
Fears leſt another ſhould enjoy more than they do, of 
ſhould get a Step before them in the Race of 
worldly Honour : So that the Cares of this World, 
and deceitful Riches, take up the Thought, La- 
bour, and Time, of the Generality of Men, as if 

they were made for nothing elſe. But how mean, 
and fooliſh, is this? How much below, and un- 
becoming the Dignity of our Nature is it ? For 

certainly, as rational Creatures, we ought to give 
the Preference to that which is of moſt Value in 
itſelf, and of the greateſt Conſequence to us ; and 
therefore to be conſtantly reaching after a State of 
Perſection, both of Purity and Happinefs, to be 

(i) Matth. vi. 34. | | | 
/ 34 E 2 1 
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moſt thoughtful and concerned how, and in what 
Way this may be attained by us. 

If, indeed, che Perfection of our Nature, and 
our State, were to be gained, purely, by the En- 
joyments of this World, there would be ſomething 
to be ſaid, for the Reaſon of Men's preſent Con- 
duct; but ſince we ſee to the End of all Perfec- 
tion, in Things here below, we plainly diſcern 
that they are limited both in their Meaſure and Du- 
ration, and we experience that neither the Know- 
ledge, the Enjoyment, nor the Improvement of 
them, will lead us unto true Perfection, but leave 
us as far from true Rectitude, and real Felicity, as 
ever; we ought therefore to have but a more 


tranſient Regard to them, and keep Things, that 


are of greater Worth and Moment, chiefly in our 
View, and make the leſſer Concerns of the Objects 
of Senſe ſubſervient unto them. Hence the Apo- 
file gives us that wholſome Advice, couched in the 
Repreſentation of his own Practice, (y) We look 
not at the Things which are ſeen, but at the Things 
which are not ſeen; for the Things that are ſeen, 

are Temporal, but the Things that are not ſeen are 
Eternal. Temporal Things hold no Proportion 
with Eternal ones; and becauſe the Things of this 
World, which we are apt moſtly to concern our 
ſelves about, are but Temporal, and this Imperfec- 
tion ever attends them, that he Grace of the Fa- 
ſhion thereof paſſeth away, therefore tis highly rea- 
ſonable that we ſhould not fix our Minds upon 
them, and make them the Mark and Scope we aim 
at in all that we do. For what will ſignify all our 
Attainments and Poſſeſſions, our acquired Endow- 


ments, our increaſed Riches, and advanced Ho- 


nours ? If this be all the Portion we have laid up 
for our ſelves ; if we have nothing elſe to truſt to, 


(a) 2 | Cor. iv. 18. a 
and 
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and depend upon, for our Comfort, when we are 
about to depart out of this World, into the inviſi- 
ble World, we ſhall find our ſelves miſerably 
provided for at laſt; and, when our eternal State 


comes an, there will not be left to us ſo much 


as One of all the Delights of Senſe, to admini- 
ſter to our Neceſſities, and afford us any Re- 
het. = _ | 
*Tis very great Meanneſs and Folly, therefore, 
in Perſons, to have no higher Views than their 
Bodies, and the Things that relate to the preſent 
Life ; it is greatly beneath them, as rational 
Beings, and reduces them upon a Level with the 
Brute Creatures, who are wholly governed by 
their Senſes, and follow the Motions of their 
Appetites, without any higher Principle to direct 
them; and it is very great Folly, becauſe when 
they have done all, and raiſed themſelves to the 
utmoſt- Heighth of temporal Enjoyments, they 
are really never the better for them, while they 
poſſeſs them ; neither will their irregular Appetites 
be cured, nor their Deſires ſatisfied, by them; 
and, for all that they can tel], they may, within 
a very little While, be ſtriped of them all: and 
then what Pleaſure will they afford them? Were 
we advanced to the higheſt Pitch of Grandeur, 
and become the Darlings of the admiring Croud ; 
could we heap up Stores, till we were able to 
purchaſe the Indies; and were we daily entertain- 
ed with all the Delights. created Nature could 
yield us; yet the native and relative Imperfection 
of all would ſtill leave the Soul unſatisfied, and 
in a State of Want and Uneaſineſs.; the Reſult 


of all would be that, (2) He that loveth Silver, 
ball not be ſatisfied with Silver; nor he that loveih 
Then certainly we 


Abundance, with Increaſe. 
() £ccl, v. 10. 


— — 


E 3 dought 
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ought to be leſs ſedulous and careful about ſuch 


empty and periſhing Enjoyments, and have our 
Minds more ſeriouſly concerned about Things of 
greater Conſequence to us, about our never- dying 
Souls, and our eternal Intereſt; for theſe are 
Things of the greateſt and neareſt Importance to 
us, in which all that is dear to us is enwrapped, 
on which our eternal Well-Being turns; and 
therefore we cannot be too much in earneſt to ſave 
our Souls, and get to Heaven, by making our 


Peace with GOD, through Faith in CHRIST, 


and a Life of Obedience ; but it is vain to laviſh 


away all, or the chief of our Care and Induſtry, 


to ſo little Purpoſe, as the beſt Accommodations 
in this World, and, at the ſame Time, fooliſhly 
neglect eternal Things, which are of everlaſting 
Importance to us. The Apoſtle therefore directs 
us, (a) to ſeek thoſe Things which are above, where 
CHRIST fiteth at the right Hand of GOD ; to ſet 
our Afſfectious on Things above, not on Things on the 
Earth. | 3 | | 

This ſhould put us upon the moſt earneſt En- 
deayours, and unweary'd Prayers, to the GOD 
and Father of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, 
that we may obtain the Graces of the Divine 
Spitit in our Hearts, and to make ſure of an hea- 
venly Inheritance, as our Portion forever ; becauſe 
theſe will heal the Diſorders of our Souls, and af. 
ford us abundant Satisfaction here, and render us 
compleatly happy hereafter. Hence we have that 
Advice of our Saviour, (5 Lay not up for your- 
ſelves Treaſures upon Earth, where Moth and Ruſt 
"doth corrupt; and where Thieves break through, 


and ſteal ; but lay up for your ſelves Treaſure in 


Heaven, where neither Moth nor Ruſt doth corrupt, 
and where Thieves do not break through, nor ſleal : 


(a) Col. iii. 2. 0} Matth, vi. 19, 20, 33. : 
| | 2” Seek 
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— Seek firſt the Kingdom of GOD, and His Righ- 


teouſneſi, and all theſe Things ſhall be added unto 
Jou. 


3. Hence we may ſee, what little Reaſon we 
have to put our Truſt in the Creature. It was 
the Injunction laid upon Timothy, by the Apoſtle 


Paul, (c) Charge them that are rich in this World, 


that they truſt not in uncertain Riches, but in the 
living GOD. GOD only, and not the Creature, 
is the proper Object of our Truſt and Dependance. 
And yet we are prone to imagine that there is an 
higher Degree of Excellency in the Creature, than, 


upon Examination, we ſhall find, and thence are 


fooliſhly led to put our Truſt in it, and look for 
great Things from it. But, may we ſee an End of 
all Perfection? Then certainly this World, and the 
Things of it, are unworthy of our Truſt and Depen- 
dance, becauſe they will certainly deceive us. Indeed, 
every Creature of GOD is good, and ought to be re- 
ceived, by us, with Thankſgiving , nevertheleſs, 

we have very little Reaſon to truſt in what is not 
truly excellent in it ſelf, and ſo is unworthy our 
Dependance, and what is much more relatively 
imperfect, and therefore but a fandy Foundation 
for us to build our Hopes upon. Put not your 


Truſt in Princes, nor in the Son of Man, in whom 


there is no Help : His Breath goeth forth, he re- 
turneth to his Earth ; that very Day his Thoughts 
wb 49 * Let us deſcend a little into Particu- 
ars. 

1. The Creature will not ſupport | us under the 
various Troubles we meet withal while we are in 
this World : No not our outward ones. We find, 
by ſad Experience, that, as our Days on Earth 
are but few, ſo, they are full of Trouble, The 


World we live in is full of Changes, and many 


(c) 1 Tim, vi. 17, * Pf. exlvi. 3, 4. 
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36 The Iimperfection Serm. III. 
are the Sorrows we meet with which the moſt 
excellent of the Creatures cannot prevent; and 
how little a Way do they go towards the keeping 
of our Hearts from fainting, in the Day of Ad- 
verſity ? Their Silver, and their Gold ſhall not 
be able to deliver them, in the Day of the Wrath 


ef the LORD; they ſhall not ſatisfy their Souls, 
neither fill their . ſaid the Prophet Ezekiel 


(d). We often find the Things of the World are 


the Cauſes, and Occaſions, of our being in Heavi- 


neſs, and filled with weeping and mourning : The 
Hardſhips, and Toil we are put to, in our Purſuit 
after them, the Anguiſh they give us, when our 
Affairs are perplexed and embarraſſed, the Anxiety 
of our Minds how to keep them, and the exqui- 
ſite Pain they bring upon us, in our parting with 
them, plainly ſhew us, that the greateſt Part- of 
the Afflictions that befal us ariſe from the Objects 
of Senſe ; but how ſeldom do we find any of 
them ſtepping | in to our Relief, when we are ready 
to fink under our Burdens. So that if our Hope 


were only from theſe Things, our Condition would 


be truly miſerable, notwithſtanding all the Help 
we could have from them. 

But then, alas ! what will all theſe Things avai! 
us under the Convictions of an awakened Conſci- 
ence, and that inward, and Soul-Trouble, which 
ariſes from a quick Senſe of our Sin and Guilt. 
And yet ſomething of this we have felt, or muſt 
feel, as ever we hope to obtain the Forgiveneſs 
of our Sins, and to be brought to that true Re- 
pentance, which is unto Salvation. The wiſe 
Man informs us, (e) That the Spirit of a Man will 
ſuſtain his Infirmity ; but a wounded Spirit who can 


bear ? The Vigour and Chearfulneſs of the Mind E 


will enable a Man to bear up, pretty well, under 
(4) Exch. vii. 19. (e) Prov. xviii. 14. 
the 
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the common Calamities, and Accidents, of the 
preſent Life; but when once the Strength, and 
Vigour of the Mind is broke in upon, and the 
quick Senſe of Guilt has deprived it of its inward 
Peace, and Comfort, it is not in the Power of all 
the gaudy Honours, the deceitful Riches, nor the 
enticing Pleaſures of this World, to ſooth and 
calm the Soul, and reſtore ſolid Joy and Quietneſs 
unto it. No; nothing can quiet ſuch a Soul, 
but either a ſinking into a perfect Stupidity, which 
will raiſe a greater Storm in the End, or elſe ſome 
probable Hopes of the pardoning Mercy of GOD, 

through the Merits of JESUS CHRIST our 


Lord. 


2. Again; How little will all theſe Things 


avail us in the Day of Death? When the Harbin- 


gers of Death appear before us, we are very ready 
to betake our ſelves to the Creature for Help; 
(and we do well to make Uſe of the beſt Means 
we can, that, if poſſibly, we may ward off the 
coming Blow) but if the Sentence is paſſed, and 
we find our Life draws nigh to the Edges of the 
Grave, our Strength 1s failing us, our Breath is 
departing from us, and our Feet are ſtumbling 
upon the dark Mountains ; will the Creature then 
be able to ſave us from falling, or pluck us back 
from the Gates of the Grave? No certainly; they 
will all then be miſerable Comforters, Phyſicians of 
no Value to us, and vain will be all our Expectations 
from them. For, as the Pſalmiſt obſerves, (f) 
They that truſt in their Wealth, and boaſt themſelves 
in the Multitude of their Riches; none of them 
tan, by any Means, redeem his Brother, ---- that he 
ſhould ſtill live forever, and not ſee Corruption: 
For be ſeeth that wiſe Men die, likewiſe the Fool, 
and the brutiſh Perſon, periſh, aud leave their Wealth 
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zo others : ---- like Sheep they are laid in the Grave, 


Death ſhall feed upon them, and their Beauty ſhall 
conſume in the Grave. Though whilſt he lived, he 


bleſſed his Soul: and Men will praiſe thee when thou 
doſt well to thyſelf : he ſhall go to the Generation of his 


Fathers, they ſhall never ſee Light. The moſt 
fervent Affection, and tender Embraces, of the 


deareſt Friends, will not be able to ſcreen us, nor 


their moſt importunate Entreaties obtain a Releaſe 
for us; Death will be hardened againſt all their 
Fondneſs, and deaf to all their Cries ; the ableſt 


Phyſicians, and the richeſt Cordials, will have no 


Power to retain our flying Spirits; nor will our 
Bags of Silver, and Gold, and our ſparkling Jew- 
els, be ſufficient to bribe the grim Officer, nor the 
whole Creation to ſave us from the Arreſt of the 
King of Terrors. Nothing will exempt us from 
paying the laſt Debt to Nature, neither is there 
any Diſcharge in this War (g). There is not one 
of us all but what muſt take our Turn, to fall 
down ſlain in this War, as innumerable have done 
before us. Man dieth, and waſteth away; yea, 
Man giveth up the Ghoſt, and where is he? As the 
Waters fail from the Sea, and the Flood decayeth, 


and drietb up; ſo Man lieth down, and riſeth not 


zill the Heavens be no more. (hb) 


* 


3. Once more; How inſignificant will the Crea- 
ture be to him in the Day of Judgment? When 
the Man comes to ſtand a Trial, before the awful 
Tribunal of the great GOD, the fupream Judge 
of all, as, &er long, he certainly muſt, which of 
all the Creatures will then riſe up, and appear on 
his Behalf, and effectually plead his Cauſe, and 
ſecure him from all Harm? Yea, will his boon 
Companions, the Partners of his Crimes, then have 
the Face to plead, in Excuſe for him, ſuch Things 


(s) Kecl. viii. 8. [ Jeb xvi. 10, 11, 12. 
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as they now think to be very witty and unanſ- 


werable ; or to turn off the Judge with an un- 
mannerly Sneer, as m— now can their vertuous 
Reprover ? Alafs ! thoſe mighty Hectors will 
be ſeized with an unuſual Trembling, and Aſton- 


iſhment take hold upon them, for Fear of their 


own Puniſhment, which they can ſee no Way of 


eſcaping. Or will the Man's worldly Poſſeſſions 


interpoſe, and ſcreen him from the Reſentments 


of his Judge? Alas! Thoſe Trifles have no 


Place in that awful Preſence. Or can any Man 
fetch a Plea, from the Creature, ſufficient to wipe 


off his Guilt, to acquit him from Condemnation, 


and render him acceptable unto his Judge? 
Alas! they will all fail him, and ſay it is not in 
me. For, Riches profit not in the Day of Wrath, 


(i). Our moſt profound Learning, and piercing 


Wit, will not be ſufficient to palliate and cover 


our Crimes from the View of our Judge, or to 


find a Non-Suit in our Caſe, or bring us off by 
challenging the Juriſdiction of the Court. And 
though we ſhould be able to ſay, and prove it, 
that we have heretofore been accounted the Great 


Ones of the Earth, and have ſat at the Head of 


Nations and Kingdoms, have worn the Badges of 
Honour, and Enſigns of Power, and have poſſeſſ- 
ed a very large Share of the Enjoyments of the 
preſent Life, and glittered in gaudy Accoutre- 
ments, in Embroideries of Gold, beſpangled with 


Diamonds ; yet all of this will procure no Re- 


ſpe& to our Perſons, before the righteous Tribunal 


of that GOD, with whom the Prince and the 


Beggar are alike, as to their Perſons, and differ 
only according to their Works. For the Father, 
without Reſpect of Perſans, _ according to 
every Man's Work. () 


(i) Prov. xi. 4. ( 1 Pet. i. 17. 
| 4. Finally; 


2 n Ix _ eh, digs. "I > 8 . AN > 
8 : puke | 2 r * 8 8 s. . Reb e 
JJ ³oð¹oẽ¼ ꝛ·²0 ]⅛¶ o . 7˙ » 
of * * - £ o ** * * 2 — — — 2 2 Fo 4 4 2 . 
8 G * 8 * RY A 1 ” - * 2 3 ana : K 


— 


bo The Imperfefiom Serm. III. 


4. Finally; What Relief can the Creature 
afford to the Soul, under the Impreſſions of the 
Wrath of an an gry GOD, in the Place of Tor- 
ment? Will any of the Excellencies of the 
Creature then ſtep in, and ſupport a miſerable 


Soul, weltering under the Horrors of an enraged 
Conſcience, and the inſupportable Weight of the 


Divine Anger, and render his Condition eaſy to 
him? Will their united Force be able to reſcue 
him from the ſtrong Hands of incenſed Juſtice, 
r pluck him out of the Midſt of devouring 
Flames ? Or can they poſſibly fill his Mouth 
with Songs, and his Heart with Rejoicing, while 
the never-dying Worm gnaws, and everlaſting 


Burning preys upon him? To which of all the 


Creatures will he turn, and ſay, This ſame ſhall 
comfort me ? Or will it be any thing of Com- 
fort, to ſuch an one, to call to mind his former 
State of Grandeur, of Affluence, and Eaſe; that 
he wallowed in Pleaſures, while People and Nati- 


ons bowed down at his Feet : Nay ! will it not 
be ſaid to him, as a Part of his Puniſhment, 
as Abrabam to Dives? (I) Son, Remember that, in 
thy Life-time, thou had thy good Things; but now 


thou art tormented ! A ſad Remembrance indeed 
The very Reflection upon his former Enjoyments 
will increaſe his Miſery upon him, and the more, 
when he ſhall bethink himſelf, how he came by 
them, and what Improvement he made of them ; 
yea, his Torment will be fo much the greater, by 
how much, in his Life-time, he truſted in them, 
and now, to his Coſt, he finds they are utterly un- 
able to help him. 


IT. The "AE" Uſe of this Doctrine may be 
for Conviction and Reproof, to all uch as ſeek for 


{) Luke xvi. 
(1) EY Hipplach 
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Happineſs in the Creature, or that abuſe the Crea - 


ture to ill Intents and Purpoſes. 


1. This affords Conviction and Reproof to 
thoſe who. ſeek for Happineſs in the Creature. 
And how many are there that fall under Rebuke, 
who live, in this World, as if Perfection and 
3 were no where elſe to be attained, but in 
the Enjoyment of the Creature? This preſent 
World, they think, has a ſufficient Fulneſs in it 
to render them truly happy; and here, therefore, 
they fix their Affections, and level their Aims, 
and look for no higher Degrees of Felicity, than 
what the Things about them can yield to them. 
Hence they turn every Stone, riſe early, and ſit 
up late, and are ever hunting, with an eager 
Chace, after the Enjoyments of Senſe; and, 


while they are in the hot Purſuit, often leap over 
the Boundaries of Religion, and even Humanity, 
and ſtick at nothing, how mean and baſe and diſ- 
honourable ſoever it may be, ſo that they can but 


ſeize the Prey, and get what they account enough 
of the World. And there are, eſpecially, two 
Sorts of Perſons, who yet agree in one, the Covet- 
ous and the Unrighteous, that evidently place their 
Happineſs in Things here below, who fall under 
Rebuke.- : = | _ 
1. The covetous Worldling has ſet his Heart 
upon the Creature, and looks for his Happineſs in 
the Enjoyment of it. Why elſe has the World 
his Heart ? Why does he mind nothing but earth- 


ly Things? but becauſe he has made the World 


his God. He has no Love to the Father, becauſe 
the Love of the World bears the Sway in him, 
and leaves no Room for GOD, and'MELIGION, 


nin his Heart and Actions; ſo that he can part 
3 with his Soul, with Heaven, and with GOD him- 


ſelf, for the Sake of the World. He finds that he 
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62 The Imperfe&ion Serm. III. 
cannot ſerve two Maſters, and he is for cleaving to 
the Objects of Senſe, which ſeem to him to bring 
a preſent Reward with them, and flights the inviſi- 
ble GOD, whoſe Rewards, he thinks, if any, are 


out of Sight, Hence we ſee the covetous Man, 
from the Fondneſs of his Affections to the World, 


ſometimes even begrutching himſelf the moderate 


Uſe of what he poſſeſſes, that though he wanteth 

nothing for his Soul of all that he defireth, yet GOD 
giveth him not Power to eat thereof (m): So there 
is one alone, and there is not à Second; yea, he hath 
neither Child, nor Brother, yet is there no End of all 
his Labour, "neither is bis Eye ſatisfied with Riches, 
neither ſaith he, for whom do I labour, and bereave 
my Soul of Good * ? And yet if any Thing be de- 
manded of him, for the Service of GOD, or his 
Neighbour, in Works of Piety and Charity, it is 


like pouring out of his Heart's Blood for him to part 


with it. His Thought, and Time, are ſo taken up 
about thoſe Things that are on the Earth, that he 
can find no Leiſure to attend upon the Duties he 
owes to GOD, and his own Soul; he can't find 
Time to go alone, and read the Word. of GOD, 
and pray to him ; he has no ſpare Minutes to wor- 
ſhip the Lord in his Family; and it is with Re- 
gret that he is forced to lay alide the World, and 
wait upon GOD, in his Houſe, upon his holy 
Day. Hence the Calls and Offers of the Goſpel 
are made light of by him, becauſe of the Cn 
of the Farm, and the Merchandiſe (n). Yea, his Co- 


vetouſneſs will put him upon ſelling of his Maſter, 


as Judas did, for a little Pelf, and a worldly Spirit 


in him is often the Parent of the moſt horrid and 1 


unnatural —_ For the Love of Money is the 
5 ( * and the overvaluing of it 


(m) Eccl vi. 2. * Ecd. iv. 8. (n) Matth. xxii. 5. (o) 
Fi. 10. | 
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germ. III. of the Creature. 63 
« makes People haughty and barbarous, and falſe 


« both to GOD and Man:“ And thus, for the 
Sake of the World, he loſes his Soul and Heaven 


for ever. Tis evident that this Man ſeeks for 


Happineſs in the Creature, becauſe his Heart is 
entirely ſet upon it; for where a Man's Treaſure, 
his Happineſs, is, there his Heart will be alſo *. 
And is this indeed to act the Part of a Man? 
Doſt thou glory in thy Reaſon, as diſtinguiſhing 
of thee from the Brute, and yet wilt thou herd 
among them, and be led and governed by Senſe, 
as they are, and be concerned for no higher De- 
grees of Felicity than what ariſes from ſenſible 
Objects? How juſt is it in GOD to. ſay to thee, 
Be it as thou wilt, and aſſign thee thy Portion 
where thou haſt ſought it, and put thee off with 
the mean low Gratifications of the animal Life, 
and ſeclude thee forever from the pure, refined, 
ſublime Joys of the heavenly State, which thou 
haſt no Deſires after, nor Reliſh for? Verily, 
No covetous Perſon ſhall inherit the Kingdom of 
Heaven. (p) = 
2, The unrighteous Perſon places his Happineſs 
in the Creature. It is very evident that he ſeeks 
for Perfection and Happineſs in worldly Enjoy- 
ments, becauſe he can willingly riſk every Thing 
elſe for the Sake of them ; and therefore can al- 
low himſelf to violate the Laws of GOD, which 
forfeits his real Happineſs, by his dealing unrigh- 
teouſly with his Neighbour, that he may gain the 
World. Hence we often ſee the unrighteous 


| Perſon can pleaſe himſelf in being guilty of the 


moſt violent Oppreſſion upon his Neighbour 


and forcibly rend from him, what, he cannot but 


know, notwithſtanding all his falſe Claims, he has 


no juſt Right to; and, though he pretends a 


Mat. vi. 21. (p) 1 Cor. vi. 10. 3 | 
mighty 
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mighty Regard to Juſtice, yet he can pervert the 


Law it ſelf, by taking the Advantage of ſome 


little Form and Modality of it, to trick another 


out of his Intereſt, to his manifeſt Hurt and Da- 
mage. Hence the unrighteous Perſon can allow 
himſelf in Extortion, by griping Uſury, by impo- 
ſing upon the Ignorance, Weakneſs, or Neceſlity 
of his Neighbour, to make a greater Gain of him 
than he ought to do. Hence, he ſometimes 
openly, and "otherwhiles ſecretly, robs and ſteals 


from his Neighbour, and deals treacherouſly and 


deceitfully, with falſe Weights and Meaſures, and 
falſe Accounts, and makes no Bones of breaking 
his Word and Promiſe, falſifying the Truſt repoſ- 
ed in him : And ſometimes proceeds even to 
murder his Neighbour, that he may ſecure his 
Money. All of theſe Ways of Unrighteouſneſs, 


are the fad Fruits and Effects of the prevailing 


Influence which the World has over Men. Tis 
becauſe the Man thinks, that all his Happineſs lies 
in his having an Abundance of theſe Things, that 
he has ſo little Regard to Right, or Wrong, to 
Juſtice or Injuſtice, ſo he may but enrich himſelf 
with them; though ſuch often find it ſadly veri- 


fy' d upon them, that what they thought to be 


the neareſt Way to enrich themſelves, has in Re- 
ality proved the furtheſt from it: So the Curſe 
of GOD is fulfilled upon them, (q) He that op- 
preſſeth the Poor, to increaſe his Riches, ſhall ſurely 
come lo want : And the flying Roll ſhall enter into 


the Houſe of the Thief, and it ſhall remain in the 


midſt of his Houſe, and ſhall conſume it, with the 
a ſecret 
Blaſt from GOD, upon their Undertakings and 
Labours, conſumes their Subſtance, and they are 
poor, and low, and deſpiſed, after all. 


(4) Prov. xi. 16. (r) Zac. v. 2, 4. 


Certainly 
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Serm. III. of the Creature, 6 5 


Certainly then, their Sin and Folly is to be 
reproved. For if we may fee an End of all 


Perfection, then all thoſe, who ſo place their 


Happineſs in the Creature, will, ſooner, or later, 
find themſelves to have been greatly impoſed 
upon, and that they have themſelves been ac- 
ceſſory to the Cheat, by looking for that in the 
Creature, which was not in it. All their Poſſeſ- 
{ions are, at beſt, but uncertain Riches, and who- 
ever aims at Perfection and Happineſs, in the En- 
joyment of them, will in the Concluſion, experi- 
ence to his Sorrow, that he has made uſe of a de- 
ceitful Bow, which has carried his Shafts vaſtly 
wide of the Mark, and diſappointed his Expecta- 
tion; though they look ever ſo fair and promi- 


ſing, while we view them at a Diſtance, yet, to 


3 *hoſe that truſt in them, and found their Hopes 


upon them, they. will only prove, like the tempt- 
ing Apple to our Grandmother Eve, hurtful and 
deſtructive : they will, not only as certainly baulk 
their Hopes, but, leave them as miſerable, in 
the End, as they did the rich Fool, in the 


| Goſpel, (F.) who ſaid unto himſelf, Soul, take 


thine Eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry, thou haſt 


Foods laid up for many Years, when GOD ſaid 10 
bim, Thou Fool, this Night thy Soul ſball be re- 


quired of thee ; and then whoſe ſhall all theſe 
Things be which thou haſt provided? For, as the 
Partridge ſetteth upon Eggs, and hatcheth them not, 


7 /o be that getteth Riches, and not by Right, ſhall 
leave them in the Midſt of his Days, and at his 

End ſhall be 4 Fool (t). As his Folly is great, 
ſo is his Sin, in ſeeking for Happineſs in the 
Things of this World, becauſe this is no other 


than to ſet up the Creature in the Throne of GOD, 
and ſo to be guilty of that Covetoujneſs, which 


„ Tul. xii. 19, 20. (t) Fer. xvii. 11. 


is 
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pet, by the Bleſſing of GOD, it may be improved 


paſſeth away. And yet, we often ſee Perſons att # 


66 The Imperfeftion Serm. Ill. 
is [dolatry (v), which will bring a Damnation s | 


that ſlumbereth not. 

2. This affords Conviction and Reproof to all 
ſuch as make an ill Uſe of, and abuſe, the Creature, 
Theugh the Creature is not, of irſelf,- perfective 
of our r Nature, nor compleative of our Happineſs, 


by us, as a Mean, to further theſe great Ends, 
by leading of us, from the Streams, to the Foun- 
tain Head: and this is what, as rational Agents, 


we ſhould ever have in our View, and make our | 

rincipal Deſign, in our Uſe of the Good Things FF | 
of this Life. But while we abuſe the Creature, 1 
and make an ill Uſe of it, we pervert this grand © 
Intention, and do but ſo much the more blemiſh 4 
and degrade our Nature, and fix it under its greateſt t. 
Imperfections; and fo become guilty. of very great C 
Sin and Folly in abuſing the Creature, and n 
ourſelves with it. And ſo do all they, who im- O 

rove what they have of the World to no higher ( 
End and Purpoſe than the indulging of their Luſts, 2! 
and complying with their ſenſual Appetites : Theſe  R 


diſhonour the Name of GOD, which is manifeſted 
in, and by, His Creatures; and greatly hurt and 
injure themſelves, by pampering their carnal and 
fleſhly Luſts with them, and therefore are to be 
reproved as guilty before GOD. The Apoſtolical * 
Rule is, that (w), They that uſe the World, ſhould 
be as not abufing it : for the Fafhion of the World 


fo unreaſonable a Part, as to abuſe theſe ſhort- lived 
Enjoyments to their own Detriment ; fo Riches * 
are kept for the Owners thereof to their Hurt (x). 
Thus, particularly, there are two Sorts of Perſons 
that abuſe the Creature, namely, ſuch as nouriſh 7? 


Col. iii. 5. (wv.) 1. Cer. vii. 31. (x ] Feel. v. 13. 4 | 
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Enjoyments. 
ture, to enflame their Minds, and blow up 
Vanity, and ſo fall into the Condemnation 
Devil (y). If they poſſeſs a little more o 
World than ſome of their Neighbours, they grow 
haughty, and ſupercihous, upon it; and, as if 
they were raiſed to ſome lofry Eminence, look 
down with Contempt upon thoſe 
below them; and very often their Hearts are lifted 
up in them againſt GOD Himſelf, that they can 
-= neither ſtoop to own their Dependance on Him, 
and His Goodneſs to them, but think it beneath 
them to petition for their daily Bread, or render 
60D Thanks for what they enjoy; nor to ſub- 
mit themſelves to the Government of His Laws, 
or the Conduct of His Providence. Thus *tis ſaid 
(Gx. ) Jeſburun waxed fat, and kicked, —then be forſook 
de GOD that. made him, and lig 

= Kock of his Salvation. | 
But what haſt thou, O vain Man, to be 
of? What! but an imperfect fading World ! Art 
thou proud of thy Beauty, thy comely Stature, 
thy exact Proportion, thy bright Complexion, thy 
ſprightly Air? Why, in how little a while will 
all thy Luſtre and Charms, be conſumed away, 
which thou haſt be turned into 
loathſome Putrefaction, in the rotting Grave? 
if they fade not long before thou deſcendeſt to that 
dark and cold Abode. Or doeſt thou pride thy 
ſelf in thy great Eſtate, the Number of thy Acres, 
thy Bags of Gold, and thy ſplendid Train? Why, 
thou art but the more loaded with thick Clay, 
3 which, at preſent, ſit heavy upon thee, and is a 
65. ) 1. Tim. iii. 6. 3 xxxii. 15. 
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their Pride, and ſuch as indulge their Intemperance 


with them. | 
1. Such as nouriſh their Pride with their worldly 


Thus many often abuſe the Crea- 


their 


1 


this 


they ſee 


bily efteemed the 


proud 


Cumber 
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Cumber about thee, and hereafter will enflame thy 
Reckoning, as it encreaſed thy Debt; and beſide 
will anon wing itſelf away from thee, or thou 
muſt leave it all behind thee. Or art thou proud 
of thy ſwelling Titles, and high Poſts of Honour? 
Why, do not theſe all periſh in the uſing? Is not 
the Ground thou ſtandeſt on the more ſlippery ? 2 
and may not the popular Blaſt be turned againſt 1 
thee to Morrow ? Or will any of thy Glory deſcend 
after'thee ? But what art thou really the better for 
any, or all, of theſe things ? *Tis true, there is a 
* civil Reſpect due to Men, upon the Account of 
their raiſed Station, and large Poſſeſſions, which it 9 
is fitting, for others to give, and for them to re- 
ceive, though it be not for them to challenge; but 
yet, what little Reaſon has any Man to be proud 
of them ? when they, all of them, cannot re&ify 7? 
the Diſorders of his vitiated Soul, and ſtamp the hi 
bright Characters of moral Goodneſs upon him; m 
but rather place his Weakneſſes in a ſtronger Light, II 
expoſe him more to View, and draw upon him a 2 
more general Contempt. So that after all the lf ;; 
humble Saint, in his loweſt Poverty, when weighed ; 
in a juſt Ballance, will turn the Beam againſt the 
wealthieſt Craſus, with all his Poſſeſſions thrown i 
in for Advantage: For Pride goth before Deftruc- * 
tion, and an haughty Spirit before a Fall (a). 
2. They abuſe the Creature who improve it to 
Indulge their Intemperance. GOD allows us to , 
take the Comfort of the good Things, which, in ing 
His Providence, He beſtows upon us; ſo that we Ge 
may not only feed ourſelves for our neceſſary Sup. the 
port, and cloath ourſelves to defend our Bodies | F 
from the Injuries of the Weather, but we may, as | 
our Circumſtances will admit, ſometimes, pleaſe 
our Palates, by feeding more deliciouſly, and drink 
{a.) Prev, xvi. 18, | | 1 
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to the cheering of our Spirits, and make a gayer 


Appearance than uſual; therefore the Preacher 


ſays, (5) Go thy Way, eat thy Bread with Foy, and 


1 | drink thy Wine with a merry Heart, for GOD now 
2 accepteth thy Work. But then GOD does not allow 


us to make uſe of the Creature to Luxury, Gluttony, 


and Drunkenneſs; no; this is a vile Abuſe of the 


good Creatures of GOD, and a vile Abuſe of our- 
ſelves with them. For a Man to ſuffer his Appe- 
tite to ride Poſt with him, and be always upon the 
Switch and Spur, after the fineſt, and the beft, the 


ÞZ richeſt, and the ſtrongeſt, as if his whole Soul had 


taken up it's intire Reſidence in his Palate; and 


never to be contented till he has gorged down 
enough to intoxicate himſelf ; that is, to be ex- 
2 ceſſive in his Craving, and go beyond the Bounds 
of Moderation, in the Quality, and Quantity, of 
his Meats, and Drinks, and Apparrel, in the com- 


won Uſe of them; this is ſuch an intemperate 


1 Uſe of the Creature as the Soul of the Lord abhors; 
and therefore He has pronounced His Wo upon 
them that chant to the Sound of the Viol, that drink 


Wine in Bowls; that riſe up early in the Morning, 


bat they may follow Hrong Drink, that continue untit 
8 Neght, till Wine inflame them (c). And our Saviour 
i \traitly charges, all that would be His Diſciples, to 
guard againſt ſuch an intemperate Uſe of the Crea - 
ture, ſaying to them, (d) Take heed to yourſelves, leſt, 


8 2. any Time, your Hearts be over charged with Surfeit- 


ing and Drunkenneſs. Such an ill Uſe of the Creature 
60D complains of, in His People of old, and 
p. therefore threatens to recover all out of their Hand, 
(e) She knew not that ] gave her Corn, and Wine, 
and Oyl, and multiplyed ber Silver, and Gold, which 
f 1 they prepared for Baal; therefore I will return, and 


(5) Feel. ix. 7, A. - rw. 
(e) Hof. ii. 8. 9. & 4 52 05 () ub, XXI. 34 
yl r 3 _. = 
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take away my Corn in the Time thereof, and my Win: 


in the Time thereof Sc. Such an intemperate Uſe 
of the Creature, is exceeding great Sin, and Folly, 


as it impairs, and debauches, the Reaſon, vitiates 
the Blood, and wounds and diſtempers the Body, 
and often blaſteth a Man's Name, and lays his R.- 


utation in the Duſt, and reduces him to Penury 


and Want ; and *tis a vile perverting of what the 0 
Bounty of GOD beſtows upon Perſons, with | 7 
Deſign that they may honour the Lord with their: 
Subſtance, and do Good in their Generation, by | # 
Acts of Piety and Charity, and not ſquander them 
away upon the nauriſhing and increaſing their 
Luſts; and it effectually ſhuts out of Heaven 
at laſt, for, no Drunkard ſhall inherit the Kingdom © 


of GOD (f). 


III. The third and laſt Uſe of this Doctrine 
may be for Exhortation, to prevail with us to be- 
have our ſelves wiſely in our Regards to the Crea. 
ture. Need have we to act a wiſe and prudent 8 


Part, and weigh Things in an even Balance, and 


think ſeriouſly and cloſely, upon the Nature of ſub- 7 
Junary Enjoyments, and the Conſequence of ou 
doting upon them, before we give a Looſe to our 
Appetites, and ſuffer our ſelves to be rin away 
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with by them. For we are in exceeding great 
Danger of being impoſed upon, by the externa! 
Luſtre of Things about us, their eaſy Acceſs to us, 
and the forcible Impreſſion they make upon ou 
Senſes, and the powerful Attractive of the general | 
Conduct of Mankind concerning them; and if we 


ſuffer our ſelves to be led away by the gay Cheat, 
our Diſappointment will be to. our unſpeakable | 
Damage, in the Loſs of all that would truly ren- | # 
der us happy, as well as of that which we vain) 
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thought would do ſo; and this will be no other 
than to leave us finally, and for ever m ſera- 
ble. Let us then be perſwaded, ſeaſonably, to 
correct the Miſtake, and ſince we may ſee an End 
of all Perfection, in the Creature, be ſo wiſe as to 
govern our ſclyves in our Conduct, with Reſpect to 
the Things of this World, as thoſe that are fully 
convinced, that they are not able, by any Excel- 
lency in them, to perfect our Nature, nor compleat 
our Happineſs, and, if they were ever ſo perfect 
in themſelves, cannot continue long with us. 
And therefore, | 
1. Let us be careful not to raiſe our Expectati- 
ons too high, and look for more in the Creature 
than it can yield us. We are very apt to run into 


this great Miſtake, to augment and magnify the 


Creature, while we view it at a Diftance, through 
falſe Glaſſes z and hence we are ready to flatter 
our ſelves with the Expectation of great Things 
from it, and thence enlarge our Deſires after it: 
but when we bring it near to us, like ſome coarſe 
Paintings, which are beautiful at their proper Diſ- 
tance, all its Glory vaniſhes, and we then ſee it in 
all it's real Imperfections. When once Eve had 
got a Conceit, that the Tree was good to make 
one wiſe, and ſhe ſhould be as Gods, this greatly 
enflamed her Deſire after it; and there is but a 
ſhort Step between enflamed Deſire and a tual 
Tranſgreſſioſ: He that looks for that in the Crea- 
ture which it has not, may enlarge bis Defire as 
Hell, and not be ſatisfied, and then no Wonder if 
that riſe ſuddenly which ſhall bite him, and awake 
that ſhall vex him. We muſt therefore learn to 
maintain a low Opinion of worldly Enjoyments, 
and always remember, that it is an imperfect 
World we converſe with ; that we may not fix 
our Thoughts tog much upon it, nor be hurried 

ä _ 
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into too great an Eagerneſs in our Purſuit after it, 

nor be thrown into Uneaſineſs at the having 2 
our Views and Deſigns fruſtrated by it. This 
was the Apoſtle's Advice, (g) Let them that Weep 
be, as though they wept not; and they that rejoice, 


as though they rejoiced not; and | they that buy, as 


though they poſſeſſed not. 
2. Let us be very moderate in our Regards to 


the Things of this World. Let it be our Care 
to bring our Appetites, and Deſires, under a good 
Regulation, that we may not be carried away by 
the Vehemence of our own Cravings; and let 
our Labours after the World be directed by the 
Moderation of our Deſires. We are to be dili- 
gent and induſtrious in the Buſineſs of our par- 


ticular Calling, but yet we muſt not be ſo im- 


moderately. eager, and laborious, as to negle& 
the Concerns of another World, which, of all 
Things, are of the greateſt Conſequence unto us. 
Therefore, as the Apoſtle directs, ( Let your Mo- 
deration be known unto all Men: That is, let it 
evidently appear unto all Men, that you are not 
the Men of this World, who have their Portion 
in this Life, by your being moderate in your 
Affections, in your Cares, and Labours, after 
Creature-Enjoyments. For the immoderate Cares 
of the World very much tend to eat out the 
Heart of Religion, and, like the abounding of 


ill Weeds, choak the good Seed that is ſown. 3 


in Us. 


Be not impatient under the Loſs of any 


EL 
Thing here below. The GOD from whom we 
receive our Being, and all that we have, 1s our 
Sovereign LORD, and has a Right to take from 
us whatſoever he has lent us. Our Impatience, 
and Murmuring, under Loſſes and Diſappoint- 
( 1 Cor. vii. 30. (+4) Phil. iv. 5. 
35 ments, 
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@nents, or that our Condition is no better, will be 


an Affront unto the Divine Supremacy, and Go- 
vernment, and argue that the World has got too 
ſtrong Poſſeſſion of our Hearts, or we ſhould not 
ſo call in Queſtion His Authority, His Wiſdom, 
and Goodneſs, We ſhould not therefore be as 
Bullocks unaccuſtomed unto the Yoke, but learn to 
behave as weaned Children to all Things here below, 
that we may be able to ſupport our Minds, under 

our Bereavements, with a ſteady Calmneſs and 
Compoſure of Soul, and may take with Content- 


edneſs, if not with Joy, the ſpoiling of our Goods. 


Thus fays the Apoſile, (i) Be content with ſuch 
Things as ye have, For, why ſhould our Souls be 
diſquieted within us, when we are obliged to part 


with what we know to be an imperfect Creature? 


This. Thought ſhould teach us to inure ourſelves 
to Patience, that it may have its perfect Work in 


us, though we ſhould be croſſed in our greateſt 


worldly Intereſts, or be ſpoiled of our deareſt En- 
joyments; Thou O LORD haſt done it. 

4. Let us endeavour, as much as we can, to 
retrieve the Creature from its Imperfection. This 
would be the nobleſt Improvement of it, both 
reſpecting the Creature, and our ſelves, And 
therefore, to hint ; 


1. Let us endeavour to get the Creature ſanc- 


tified. When the Curſe, which is brought upon 
the Creature, by our Sin, is removed, then will it 
be recovered from much of its Imperfection; it 


will then become a ſanctify'd Creature, and truly 
profitable to us. For, nothing is unclean of itſelf, 


but every Creature of GOD is good, — for it is 


fanZified by the Word of GOD, and Prayer. (k) 
Let this then be our conſtant Care to get the 
li) Heb. xiii. 5. (4) 1 Tim. iv. 4, 5, 

| 15 Creature 
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Creature ſanctified by the Word of GOD, 
that it may become a good Creature to us. 
Therefore attend the Rules preſcribed in the |? 
Word of GOD, in all our Deſires, and La- 
bours, after it, and in our Uſe, and Improvement 
of it; that the Word of Bleſſing may accompany | 
it, and we may receive it, in the Promiſe, as Part 
of our Covenant Portion, ſuited to our outward | *? 
Support in the Houſe of our Pilgrimage; ang 
receive CHRIST, the LORD, in and with it; 
ſo ſhall we have a Propriety in it, and CHRIST | 3 
being ours, all will be ours alſo. (1) | 
And get the Creature ſanctified by Prayer; by 
an earneſt imploring the Divine Guidance, and 
Aſſiſtance, in all our juſt and laudable Deſigns and 
Undertakings, and the Bleſſing of GOD upon al! 
that we enjoy. For, how can any expect that tage 
Providence of GOD ſhould interpoſe, to lead them Þ| 2 
in a right Way, to ſucceed their Enterprizes, and 
leſs what they have, and make it comfortable *' +: 
unto them, if they will not ſo much as pray for it?! 
And then, thankfully acknowledge the Goodneſs |? 
of GOD to you, in beſtowing ſo much of the 
Comforts of this World upon you, when the leaſt | 2 
is more than you deferve. So in every Thing, by 
Prayer and Supplication, with T, hankſgiving, let your | 
Requeſt be made known unto GOD. (m) = 
2. Improve the Creature to the beſt Ends and |. 
Purpoſes. See GOD, in the Creature, ſhining in 
His unſearchable Power, and Wiſdom, and Good- | 
neſs, and diſplaying His Glory in all the Works 
of his Hands ; and be led by the View and En- 
joyment of ſenſible Objects, to juſt Contemplations 
on the Divine Being and Perfections, and ſuitable 
Acknowledgments unto the great GOD, the firſt 


(1) 1 Cor. iii. 21, 22. () Phil. iv. 6. 2 
Cauſe 
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Cauſe of all Things. So you find the Pſalmiſt 


faying, (u) O LORD, our LORD, How excellent 
is thy Name in all the Earth ! who haſt ſet thy 
Glory above the Heavens! When I confider Ty 


Heavens, the Work of Thy Fingers, the Moon, and 


the Stars, which Thou haſt-ordained ;, what is Man, 


that Thou art mindful of him? and the Son of Man, 


that Thou viſiteſt him ? 

And improve the Creature to an univerſal Fruit- 
fulneſs in Good Works; in Works of Piety, 
ſerving the LORD with our Subſtance, by ſup- 
porting the Honour of His Name, and the Ordi- 
nances of his Houſe, and Worſhip. So we are 
commanded, and ſo GOD has graciouſly promiſed, 


(o) Honour the LORD, with thy Subſtance, and 
with the firft Fruits of thine Increaſe ; ſo ſhall thy 


Barns be filled with Plenty, and thy Preſſes ſhall 
burſt out with new Wine. And to the ſame Pur- 
poſe ſays the Prophet, (p) Bring ye all the Tythes 
into the Store- Houſe, that there may be Meat in my 
Houſe, and prove Me now herewith, ſaith the Lord 
of Hoſts, if I will not open the Windows of Heaven, 
and pour you out a Bleſſing, that there ſhall not be 
Room enough to receive it. | 

Improve the Creature alſo in Works of Charity, 
readily diſtributing a Portion, as we are able, to 
the Relief of the Poor and Needy, doing Good 
unto all Men, eſpecially unto the Houſbold of Faith. 
(2) Give Alms of ſuch Things as ye have, and behold 
all Things are clean unto you. (r) And our Saviour 
hath aſſured us, (s) MWboſoever ſhall give to 
drink, unto one of theſe litile Ones, a Cup of cold 
Water only, in the Name of à Diſciple, verily, I 
ſay - you, be ſhall in no wiſe loſe his Re- 
ward. 


4% P/. viii. 1, 3, 4. (e) Prov. iii. 9, 10. Cy) Mal. iii. 10. 
7) Gal. vi. 10. (r) Luke xi. 41. (s) Matth, x. 42. 
| Thus 
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Thus let us make to our ſelves Friends with 
the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, that when the 
imperfect Creature ſhall fail us, They may receive 
us into everlaſting Habitations. This will be the 
Way for us to retrieve the Creature from very 
much of its Imperfection, and make it relatively 
ſerviceable to us, in carrying on the Divine Work- 
manſhip in our Souls, in glorifying of GOD upon 
Earth, and laying up for our ſelves a good Foun- 
dation againſt the Time to come; and then, 
when Time ſhall be no more with us, and we 
ſhall have no further Occaſion for the Objects of 
Senſe, we ſhall go to partake of the ineffable De- 
lights above, in the Poſſeſſion of which our Nature 
will be perfected, and our * for ever 
compleat. 
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PSALM CXIX. 96. 
T have ſeen an End of all Per- 


feftion ; but thy Commandment 
is exceeding broad. „ 


—— — þ 


h 1 Have named two Doctrines, as plainly con- 


tained in theſe Words, viz. 


I. That the Perfection of the Creature is 


II. That the Commandment of GOD is exceed- 


ing broad. 


- 5 . 
I have already diſcourſed to you upon the Firſt 


of theſe, and ſhewed you, that the Perfection of 


the Creature is limited in its Nature and Meaſure, 


whether we conſider it abſtractedly, for ſo there 


is no mere Creature that is poſſeſſed of all Excel- 
lencies, nor, any of them, of any One Excellency 
in the higheſt Degree; or whether we conſider 
the Creature in its Relation, eſpecially unto our- 
ſelves, for ſo it is neither perfective of our Nature, 

5 nor 
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nor our Happineſs; and beſides there will be an 
End of all worldly Perfection, either the Objects 
of Senſe, we ſo much delight in, will be taken 
from us, or we from them: Which ſhews the 
fad Effect of our Apoſtacy, and the Folly of be- 
ing chiefly concerned about, or truſting in, the 
Creature, of looking for Happineſs in it, and mak- 
ing a wrong Improvement of it ; and ſhould pre- 
vail with us all to be very careful to behave our 
ſelves wiſely in our Conduct reſpecting the Things 
of this World, that we don't look for too much!, 
from them, nor be immoderate in our Deſires and | 


Labours after them, nor impatient under the Loſs FF 
of them, but endeavour to retrieve the Creature "2 


from its Imperfection, by getting it ſanctified to. |} | 


us, and by improving of it to the beſt Ends and | 7 
Purpoſes, in Works of Piety and Charity. = 
| = 
I proceed now to the Second Doctrine, 
namely, == . 
Doc. II. That the Commandment of GOD is 
exceeding broad. | 3 | 

By the Commandment of GOD here, I unden 

ſtand, the whole Will of GOD, made known to 
us, relating to His rational Agents, eſpecially re: 
ſpecting Mankind, as including in it our whole 
Duty, both as to Knowledge and Practice; or 3 
what ought to be our Apprehenſions and Concep- | 3 * 
tions of the Divine Being ; and what the Ho- 
mage, and Obedience, are, which we owe unto | 
Him ; and what ſhould be our Government of | 
our ſelves, and Behaviour to our Fellow-Crea- | 
tures ; and what GOD will do for us, in Caſe A 
of Fidelity in our Allegiance co Him : All of | 
which is comprehended in the Divine Command- | 


ment. = | 


And 
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And it is to be remembred, that the P/almiſt is 
here making a Compariſon between the Command- 
ment of GOD, and the Creature, and the exceed- 
ing Breadth of the divine Commandment is oppo- 
ſed to the Finiteneſs of the Creature, or the limited 
Perfection of all the Things of this World; and 
he plainly declares, that the Commandment of 
GOD contains an Excellency and Perfection in it, 
vaſtly ſuperior unto all that is to be found upon 
the Creature ; 1t tranſcends all other Things, 
which Men are apt to be fond of, and is of much 
greater Conſequence to them, being able to make 
them holy and happy, in Time, and throughout 
Eternity, and therefore ought more to be regarded 
by us than all this World. 

What therefore I have to do under this Doc- 
trine, is to ſet before you ſomething of the ſuperi- 
or Excellency of the Divine Commandment ; and 
this will ſufficiently appear, if we conſider the 
Commandment in its Riſe and Original, the Sub- 
Jet-Matter of it, the Extent of it objectively, the 
great End and Deſign of it, and 1t's Duration. I 
ſhall offer ſomething to each of theſe in their Order. 


I. The Commandment of GOD will appear 
exceeding broad, and very excellent, if we conſider 
it in it's Riſe and Original. It is the Command- 
ment of GOD: Thy Commandment, ſays the Pſalm- 
M. And agreeably, all over the ſacred Pages, it 
is called the Word, Law, Statutes, Precepts and 
Commandment of GOD. Though Men have 
been the Inſtruments of the Promulgation of it, in 
Part, and of tranſmitting of it, in Writing, to ſuc- 
ceeding Generations, yet it takes it's Original, not 
from Man, or any meer Creature, but from GOD 
only, who by his Spirit taught, influenced and di- 
rected the firſt Publiſhers, and Pen-Men, of the 
= Ma 1 | 5 
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holy Writings : For the Prophery came not at 
old Time, by the Will of Man ; bat holy Men 
of GOD ſpake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghoſt (a). | 

There are ſuch evident Teſtimonials of its being 
the Word of GOD, from the profound Myſteries 
contained in it, far ſurpaſſing the utmoſt Stretch 
of humane Underſtanding 5; from the Loftineſs 
and Majeſty of it's Sentiments ; from the Holineſs 
and Purity of its Documents; beſides the moſt 
convincing Credentials, which thoſe who delivered 
the divine Commandment to the World, brought 
with them, in the Miracles which they wrought, 
plainly declaring that they were ſent from GOD ; 


as leave no Room for any reaſonable Heſitancy, 


or Doubt, about it : and therefore we may re- 
ceive it as the Theſſalonians did, (b) not as the 
Word of Man, but (ds it is in Truth ) the Word 
of GOD. 

For if the divine Commandment, or what we 
call the Word of GOD, contained in our Bibles, 
be not a Revelation from GOD, and fo truly his 
Commandment, . then there is no Religion in the 
World that is a Revelation from GOD; for no 
other but the Chriſtian Religion, as contained in 
the holy Scriptures, can at this Day, make any 
Pretenſions to be the Religion which GOD re- 
quires of Man : and if there be no Revelation from 
GOD of his Mind and Will concerning us, and 
our Duty and Intereſt, or in what Way we are 
to ſerve GOD acceptably, and enjoy him as our 
Portion and Happineſs, then all Mankind muſt 
unavoidably periſh in their Sin ; becauſe they 
know no poſſible Way, by which they may paci- 


fy the Divine Anger, and obtain the Divine Fa- 


vour; which is ſuch a State of Unhappineſs as 


(a) 2 Pet. i. 21. (6) 1 Theſ. ii. 13. 
| | n 
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no Man, in the Exerciſe of his Reaſon, can wiſh 


for, but muſt wiſh, and hope, that it might be 
otherwiſe. And, bleſſed be GOD, this is not the 


lamentable and helpleſs: Condition of the World, 


nor ever was; but from the very Beginning there 
was a certain, though more obſcure, or rather par- 


tial Revelation, directing Man what he muſt do to 


eſcape the Puniſhment of his Sin, and be happy 
forever, made more immediately by GOD Himſelf, 
at firſt to Adam, and by him handed down to his 
Poſterity by oral Tradition; *till it pleaſed GOD, 
in after Times, gradually to open the Counſels of 
His Will more clearly, by Moſes, and the Prophets, 
and finally compleat the Revelation of His Will, 
in the fulleſt Light, by His only begotten Son, whom 
He ſent into the World, and by His inſpired 
Apostles; which Revelation has been committed to 
Writing, and handed down unto us, with all imagi- 
nable Strength of Evidence of its being a Revela- 

tion from GOD, and with the fulleſt Aſſurances 
of our Bible's containing that Revelation, without 

any material Error, or Miſtake. 

If we conſider the Divine Commandment, with 
Reſpect unto the ſeveral Laws, and Rules, of Life, 
and Manners, which it preſcribes unto us, we ſhall 
plainly ſee, That all moral Duties are wrought up 
co their Height, and moſt compendiouſly, and yet 
plainly, and diſtinctly, contained in the Sacred 
Volumn ; and, thereby we are more fully, and et- 
fectually, taught the Knowledge of the Holy, and 
what that Love, arid Reverence, is, which we owe 
to the ſupream Being; and are inſtructed in the 
Government of ourſelves, and how to ſubdue our 
Appetites, and Paſſions, to the Dictates of Right 
Reaſon ; and after what Manner to treat our Fellow- 
Creatures, ſo as never to injure them, in Thought, 
Word, or Deed, but, on the contrary, to do all the 

| G Good 
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Good we can to all about us, ſo as that we may be 
truly Bleſſings in our ſeveral Relations; and at the 
ſame Time it requireth us to believe nothing that 
is Contradictory to our Reaſon, though many 
Things that our Reaſon cannot comprehend ; 
and enforces our Duty with the ſtrongeſt Encourag- 
ments, from the infinite Mercy of GOD, a glorious 
Mediator having appeared for us, and an almighty 
Spirit ready to help us; and the moſt powerful 
Motives, fetched from the everlaſting Rewards or 


Puniſnments of the other World; and all of this 
much beyond what has ever been taught in the 7 
Schools of the ableſt Philoſophers ; ſo that we may s 
well eſteem the Holy Bible as containing the beſt © 
Body of Laws that ever were contrived, for the | N 
Honour of GOD, and the good Government of | 4 
Mankind; I ſay, when we cloſely conſider theſe © 
Things, we cannot but rationally conclude, that +7 
theſe are plain Signatures, and evident Characters, of » 
the Deity, upon that holy Book; and that becauſe þ: 
it is every Way fo. conducive to the Happineſs of w 
Mankind,and 10 highly worthy of a GOD, excelling fr 
all that the utmoſt Will of the greateſt of Men tr 
have been able to reach, therefore it is truly a G 
Revelation from GOD, and not the Invention of to 
Men. = | of 
But then, when we add this further Conſidera- C, 
tion, That the great Author of our holy Religion th 
has given the moſt clear poſitive Teftimony to th 
the Truth of His Divine Miſſion, by the many W 
Miracles which He wrought, in His healing the ou 
Sick, raiſing the Dead, caſting out Devils, ſtilling fat 
the Violence of the Wind and Sea, and all by a T. 
Word's ſpeaking; and that His Miracles were th 
wrought in ſuch an open, and publick Manner, tic 
and before ſo many Witneſſes, (and owned by th 


His very Enemies, ) as renders the Facts — 
| 2 
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© | and the Miracles unſuſpected; and further, that 
Ee | His Miracles were numerous, and never confronted; : 
Tt BE much leſs controuled, by any ſuperior Power: and 
Y | moreover, that the ApoFles of our Lord wrought 
many Miracles, in Confirmation of their being 
” [8 divinely inſpired in the Doctrine which they 


taughr, and that they ſealed the Truth of theit q 
Teſtimony to the Facts which they relate; with : 
their own Blood: upon theſe Conſiderations, there 
ſeemeth co me not ſo much as the leaſt Room left 
for any Man, reaſonably; to call in Queſtion the 
Truth of the Divine Commandment, but there is 
all the Evidence, of it's being a Revelation from 
GOD, that can poſſibly be deſired, or that the 
Nature of the Thing will admit of. And as the 
Apoſites of our Lord were evidently under the 
Guidance of the Divine Spirit, in what they com- 
mitted to Writing, either with their own Hands, 
or by their Amanuenſes, ſo, That their Writings 
have been handed down to us uncorrupt, and 
without any material Error, or Miſtake; is apparent, 
from the numerous Copies of their Writings, early 
tranſlated into the ſeveral Languages, where the 
Goſpel prevailed,whereby an Opportunity was given 
to many Nations to have difcovered the Miſtakes 
of Tranſcribers, if there were any; from the great 
Care the Primitive Church took in examining what 
they admitted to be the authentick Writings of 
the Apoſtles; by the many Quotations, of all Sorts of 
= Writers, in all Ages, of the more material Paſſages, 
out of the Apoſtolick Books; by the very Adver- 
ſaries of Chriſtianity, and undeſignedly, giving their 
a | Teſtimony to the Truth of theſe Records in what 


re they quote from them; and by the general Colla- 
I, tion, and Comparing, of all Sorts of Copies, from 
y the earlieſt Ages until this Time: ſo that the Writ- 
n, ings of the Apoſtles have been handed down to us, 


d G 2 through 
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through the ſeveral Ages ſince, by the great Cate 
of the Church, pure, and uncorrupt. And now, 
upon the whole, I may well affirm, That we have 
all the Reaſon in the World to reſt entirely ſatisfied 


in it, as an indiſputable Truth, That our holy 
Bible containeth in it the Divine Commandment, 


as being a ſure and certain Revelation from GOD 


Himſelf. 
And becauſe it is the Commandment of GOD, 


therefore it muſt neceſſarily be a moſt perfect 
Law, and partake of an Excellency adequate unto 
its Divine Author, and greatly tranſcend all the 
Excellency that is to be found upon the Creature, 
| Were it the Commandment of the viſeſt, and beſt 
of Men only, we could reaſonably expect no 
higher Degrees of Excellency in it, than are to be 
found in them, and therefore it would, doubtleſs, 
be, in many Things, defective, and ſhare in the 
Imperfections of its Author, and not be exceed- 
ing broad, or tranſcendently Excellent ; becauſe 
there is no mere Man ſo wife, and good, but 
What, with all his Wiſdom, and Probity, is falli- 
ble, and liable to many Miſtakes. But becauſe 
it is the Commandment of GOP, therefore we 
may juſtly conclude that it partakes of the 
Divine Excellencies, and is perfect, like GOD 
Himſelf. 

Though it be true, that all the Creatures, as 
well as the Commandment, derive their Original 
from GOD, the Fountain of Being, who ſpake 
and it was done, who commanded and they wert 
created, yet they are vaſtly different in their Riſe, 
and as different in their Degrees of Excellency. 
For the Creatures originate ſolely from, and are 
purely dependent upon, the Will of GOD, for 
whoſe Pleaſure they are, and were created ( oN 


(c) Rev. iv. 11. 
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who, as the Apoſtle informs us, (d) worketh all 
Things according to the Counſel of His own Mill; 
though His infinite /Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, as 
well as His Power, accompanied his Will in the 
Formation of them: But, upon Suppoſition of a 
moral Agent, capable of Obedience, tae Divine 


Commandment neceſſarily reſults from the Nature 


of GOD itſelf, conſidered in all His adorable Per- 
fections, and not from the Will of GOD only. 
GOD could have choſe whether He would have 
made a World of Creatures, or no ; there was 
nothing, out of Himſelf, to move Him there- 
unto ; it was the pure Act of His Will; and it 


was dependent upon his Will, of what Order and 


Kind of Beings, to make them, and what Capa- 
cities, Powers and Virtues, to furniſh them withal : 
But, when he had made a Number of rational 
Agents, it was not ſolely dependent upon His 
Will, and Pleafure, whether This, or That ſhould 
be His Commandment, or no ; (I mean now, 
more eſpecially, the Moral Precepts ;) becauſe, it 
naturally, and neceſſarily, flows from the eſſential 


Holineſs, Juſtice, Truth, Goodneſs, &c. of the 


Divine Nature, that if there be a Creature capable 


of yielding a rational Homage and Service to the 


Supream Being, the Divine Commandment muſt 
neceſſarily be what it is. So that the Com- 
mandment neceſſarily partakes of all the Di- 
vine moral Excellencies and Perfections, and in the 
higheſt Degree, and is no other than the Divine 
Mind manifeſted to us in His Word, or GOD 
Himſelf ſubſiſting in His Law. 

As the Commands of a Man, were he always 
true to himſelf, (which GOD ever is) would be 
the faireſt Image of the intellectual Part of the 
Man, and let us ſee his Excellencies and Defects, 

(4) Eph. i. 11. 
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86 The Excellency of the Serm. IV. 
much more truly, and clearly, than any of the 
O perations of his Hands ; ſo the Commandment 
of GOD is the higheſt, unbegotten Image of the 
Divine Nature, becauſe the eſſential Veracity of 
GOD neceſſitates, that the Commandment give us 
a true Repreſentation of the Divine Mind, and be 
like GOD Himſelf, excellent as He is; fo that 
the Characters of the Deity are more deeply en- 
graven upon His Law, than upon all the Crea- 
cures. Hence it is that the Commandment is ſaid 
to be Holy, Juſt and Good, (e) as partaking of the 
Divine Holineſs, Juſtice, Goodneſs ; (as well as 
requiring them of us) that is, as partaking of the 


Divine Nature. Though the inviſible Things f ¼ 


GOD are clearly ſeen from the Creation of the 
World, being underſtood by the Things that ars 
made, even His eternal Power, and Godbead ; (% 
that is, the Works of Creation plainly manifeſt 
that there is ſome Firſt Cauſe, who gave Being 
unto all Things, and therefore exiſted before all 
Things, and fo is eternal, and who is uncontroul- 
able in Power, though this Eternity, and Omni - 

otence of the Divine Being, clearly appears from 
the Things that are made, yet, in the Com» 
mandment of GOD, we have a clear and full 
Diſcovery, not only of the Exiſtence of GOD, 
but of the Nature, Excellencies and Perfections, 
of this GOD, ſo far as our finite Minds can make 
any Diſcoveries of that which 1s Infinite : and by 
this *tis that we plainly ſee that He is an ALL- 
PERFECT ONE. Thus the Commandment, 


being the bright Image of the ſupream Intellect, 


is it ſelf perfect like Him; fo that here it is that, 
as ina Glaſs, we all with open Face, or in the fulleſt 


Light, behold the Glory 4 the Lord, as the Apoſtit 
expreſſes it. (g) 


ſe) Rom. vii. 12. (f) Rem. i. 20. 20 2 Cor. Iii. 18. 1 
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Serm. IV. Divine Commandment. 87 
1 am ſenſible that there is what we call moral 
Good and Evil, reſulting, as we ſay, from the Na- 
ture of Things, or rather from the Relation, and 
Dependance, of rational Creatures; and that 
there is no Poſſibility of altering, and changing, 
the moral Nature of them, but they are ſo ſtub- 
born and inflexible, as that, That which is morally 
Good, always was, and always will be, Good, and 
that which 1s morally Evil, ever was, and will be, 
Evil: But then I can by no Means ſuppoſe, that 


moral Good, and Evil, are any diſtin Things in- 


dependent on GOD, His Nature, and Will, and, 
as ſuch, have an Influence upon the Divine Will, 
in determining this ſhall, or ſhall not, be a Law 


unto rational Creatures; becauſe this would be to 


ſuppoſe ſomething antecedent to, ſeparate from, 
and having the Supremacy over, the Divine Being. 
I conceive, rather, that moral Good, and Evil, are 
founded in the Purity of divine Nature, and, when 
conſidered in the Creature, are no other than the Pa- 
rity, or Diſparity of the Actions of rational Agents, 
(ſo and fo related) to the divine Nature, or their A- 
greement or Difagreement, to the Holineſs and Pu- 
rity of GOD; which Agreement is what the holy 
GOD ever willeth concerning them. And there- 
fore when we confider moral Good and Evil, for the 
Direction of our Actions, that we may ſhun the 


one, and chooſe the other, it will not be ſo proper 


for us to ſay, that This is morally Good, and there- 


fore GOD cannot but will it, as that GOD hath 


willed This, therefore it is morally Good; becauſe 
it is much eaſier for us to look into the plain divine 
Commandment, and ſee what agreeth with it, than 
to look into the unſearchable divine Nature, and 
compare all Things, that fall under our Conſide- 
ration, therewith, and fee how far they agree, or 
diſagree, with it: fo that, to us, GOD's willing: 

_ as 
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of a thing rendereth it morally Good, and His pro- 
hibiting of it, morally Evil. The intrinfick moral 
Goodneſs, or Evil, of Actions, is from the eternal 
Law of Nature; as they expreſs it, who ſeem to 
aim at ſetting up ſomething, diſtinct from GOD 
Himſelf, to give Law to the Firſt Cauſe. But J 
would aſk, what is this eternal Law of Nature? 
What, after all our Search, but the Will of GOD, 
reſulting from His Nature ? or, the Law of the 
GOD of Nature ? A Law flowing directly, and 
upon Suppoſition of moral Agents, neceſſarily, 
from the Nature, and Perfections, of the 
Deity ; and therefore is the faireſt, Tranſcript, the 
cleareſt Character, and brighteſt Manifeſtation of 
the Divine moral Perfections. | 

Thus becauſe the Commandment has GOD for 
it's Author, and originates from Him, in another, 
and more excellent Manner, than the Creatures 
do, neceſſarily flowing from the Perfections of the 
Divine Nature, and not purely from the Will of 
GOD, therefore it partakes of His glorious Ex- 
cellencies ; and whilſt the Perfection of the Crea- 
ture is limited and finite, the divine Command- 
ment is exceeding broad. . 


II. The Commandment of GOD will appear 
exceeding broad, and very excellent, if we conſi- 
der the Nature of it, the Subject-Matter of it, or 
what this Commandment is. And there are ſe- 
veral Things, reſpecting the Nature, and Subject- 
Matter of the divine Commandment, which great- 
ly diſcover to us the tranſcendent Excellency of 

it; as, the Aſpect it has upon the Honour of the 
Lawgiver, and the Welfare of the obedient Sub- 
ject, the Suitableneſs of it to the Capacity of Man, 
and its comprehending the whole of our Duty in 

It. | | | 
1. It 


F j 
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1. It ſhews the exceeding Breadth of the di- 
vine Commandment, that it is moſt perfectly ad- 
juſted both to the Lawgiver, and the obedient 
Subject, to advance the Honour of the One, and 
promote the Welfare of the other. Thus it is 
moſt perfectly calculated to advance the Honour 
of GOD, the ſupream Lawgiver, to raiſe in our 
Minds the moſt auguſt and honourable Thoughts 
of Him, and lead us to the moſt reverend, and 
profound Submiſſion, and Obedience, to Him; 
that GOD, in all Things, may be glorified by us. 
In what ſublime Majeſty does He appear, when 
GOD ſaid, Let there be Light ; and there was 
Light ? ( With what Awe and Reverence does 
it ſtrike us, when He prefaces His Law, ſaying, 
(i) I am the LORD thy GOD ? Can we hear 
Him ſaying, (&) Thus ſaith the LORD that cre- 
ated the Heavens, GOD Himſelf that formed the 
Earth, and made it, J am the LORD, and 
there is none elſe ? or read His Name, The great, 
the mighty, and the terrible GOD (J, and not be 
filled with admiring, and adoring Thoughts of 
Him ? This indeed 1s the great and ultimate 
End of all the divine Revelations to us, to im- 
preſs our Minds with the Awe of GOD, and ex- 
cite us to praiſe and honour, to obey and ſerve 
Him ; And, ſubordinate hereunto, it conſults the 
true Intereſt of the humane Nature, and aims at 
our Welfare, conſidered in publick Societies, and 
in our private Capacity, both in this World, 
and for ever in the next: As we ſhall ſee 
afterward more fully under ſome of the following 
Heads, 7 
Here humane Laws often fail, and a Licurgus, 
or a Solon, have not been able to give ſuch a well 


Gen. i. 3z. (i) Exod, xx. 2. a. xlv. 18. 
{ 1 Nu, . 3 Sn Exod, xx. 2, ( I 25 I 
digeſted 
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digeſted Body of Laws, as fully to anſwer all the 
Ends of Government ; but, after all their Care, 
there has been left ſome wide Chaſms, through 
which, the Sovereign's Honour, on the one Hand, 
or the Subjects Good, on the other, have been 
ſtruck at, and deeply wounded. Whereas the 
Commandment, conſidered as the Law of GOD, 
is every Way perfect and compleat, ſo that it wants 


not the leaſt Iota to render it an abſolutely perfect 


Body of Laws, moſt wiſely adjuſted to thoſe great 
Ends of Government I have named, and the leaſt 
Derivation from it, or Addition to it, would marr 
the Perfection of the whole. Hence tis, that, in 
the Concluſion of the facred Volumn, we are told, 
(m) If any Man fhall add unto theſe things, GOD 
fall add unto him the Plagues that are written in 
this Boot; and if any Man ſhall take away from the 
Words of the Book of this Prophecy, ( which may 
well be underſtood of the whole ſacred Revelation, 
as truly as of that by 7obn,) GOD ſball tate away 
bis Part out of the Book of Life. Becauſe this 
would be a Man's preſumptuous calling in Queſtion 
the Perfections of GOD, and an arrogating unto 
himſelf the Honour of being able to give a more 
perfect Body of Laws. | | 
2. The Excellency of the divine Commandment 
appears, in it's being exactly ſuited to the Nature, 
and Capacity, of thoſe who owe Obedience to it. 


Thus it treats the intelligent Creature in a Way 


ſuitable to his rational Nature, and requires nothing 
of him but what his own Reafon and Underſtand- 
ing, under a due Improvement, readily conſents 
to, and approves of, as juſt, and equitable ; and 
what the Relation, which, as ſuch a Creature, he 
ſtands in unto, and the Dependance he has upon, 
GOD, the great Creator, neceflarily demands of 


(zz) Rev. xxii. 18, 19. : 
him. 
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him. Hence we find the Almighty making His 3» 
Appeal to the Reaſon of Mankind, in all that 4 
He requires of them, (u) Come now, and let us 1 
reaſon together, ſaith the Lord; ceaſe to do Evil, and 
learn to do well. And what can be more rational 
than that we ſhould do no Evil, but learn to do 
well? And this is the Sum of what all the divine 
Commandment requireth of us. Thus alſo GOD 
addreſſed His People of old, to call them off from 
= the Service of Idols, that they might cleave to 
= Him alone, (o) Remember this, and fhew your 
ſelves Men: as if He had ſaid, do but act the Part 
which becomes you, as rational Agents ; I require 
no more of you; bring it again to Mind, think 
_ cloſely, O ye Tranſgreſſors : Is it reaſonable you 
| ſhould rebel againſt your Maker, and your Sove- 
reign ? And ſo you find the Apoſtle, Paul, ſtiles 
the whole of our Duty to GOD but a reaſonable 
Service, () I beſeech you, Brethren, by the Mer- 
cies of GOD, that ye preſent your Bodies, a living 
Sacrifice, holy, and acceptable, which is your reaſon- 
able Service. That is, a Service fitting and be- 
coming you as reaſonable Creatures, and what, in 
the Exerciſe of your Reaſon, you cannot refuſe ; 
you mult act contrary unto your very Nature, as 
rational Beings, to deny unto GOD that which 1s 
His Due : So admirably is His Commandment 
adjuſted to your very Nature. So excellent is the 
divine Commandment, in this Regard, that if the 
whole Body of intelligent Creatures were to fit in 
Council, upon the framing ſuch Laws as ſhould 
be beſt adapted to their Nature and Capacity, 
they would be able, under the utmoſt Improve- 
ment of the moſt rectified Underſtanding, to give 
us but ſome faint Sketches, (for it would be no 
more) of this well contrived, and thorowly di- 


(*) Ta. i. 18. (o Iſa. xlvi. 8. (þ) Rom. xii. 1. 
7 geſted 
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geſted Commandment, which GOD has given us 
in its Perfection. 

Beſides, the divine Commandment requires no 
more than what the reaſonable Creature has a Suffi- 
ciency of Power to perform. While Man was in 
his State of Innocency, his Powers were every Way 
adequate and proportionable to the Service required 
of him, nor did his ſovereign Lord expect more 
from him than he was able to do ; and he might 
have maintained his Integrity, under all the Al. 
lurements of Senſe, and Suggeſtions of the Devil, 
if he had not choſen rather to hearken to, and 
comply with, the Voice of the Tempter. And 
though it be granted, That, ſince the original 
Apoſtacy, and Lapſe of the humane Nature, there 
is no Man but what has his Powers ſo very much 
| weakened, as that, of himſelf, he is not able to 
perform his Duty to GOD ; (though his reaſon- 
able Mind may ſtill, in ſome Meaſure, conſent to 
the Law of GOD, that it is good, yet he finds 
not in the Might of his Hands to perform that 
which 1s good ;) and there is no Reaſon that the 
Law ſhould be changed, in Compliance with the 
Weakneſs of a Creature, who, by his own Default, 
has brought upon himſelf an Incapacity to keep it, 
in its preſent Form ; nevertheleſs, the Grace of 
GOD, according to the. grand Intention of reſcu- 
ing the Creature from his Sin, and Miſery, by a 
glorious Mediator, has provided ſufficient Strength 
for him, to enable him, in ſome Meaſure, to will, 
and to do, the Things that are holy, juſt, and 
good. Therefore we are told, (q) It is GOD 
which worketh in you, both to will, and to do. 
And fince there is Proviſion of ſupernatural 
Strength for him, that, by the Grace of GOD, 
he may be enabled to keep the divine Command- 


(a) Phil, ii, 13. 
ment, 
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ment, and walk in the Path of Life, if, after all, 
he will not improve the Advantage he has, it will 
be intirely his own Fault; and he can have no 
juſt Cauſe to complain, that there is any Iniquity 
in GOD, that his Ways are not equal, or that 
He is an hard Maſter, who gathers where he has 
not ſtrawed, and reaps where He has not ſowed; 
nor will he have Room to mutter, that he would 
have done his Duty, but was not able; when 
GOD Himſelf offers to aſſiſt him by His Holy 
Spirit. So that ſtill the divine Commandment is 
adapted to the Capacity of the obedient Subject, 
whether that Capacity be natural, or adventitious 
to him; whether what GOD furniſhed him with at 
his firſt Make, or what He offers to beſtow upon 
him afterwards. And this is a neceſſary Part of 
the Excellency of the divine Commandment, to 
be thus ſuited to the Nature, and Capacity, of the 
Subject, ſo as to be but a reaſonable Service, and 
what he 1s ſome Way or other able to perform. 
But then, £ 
3. Here lies very much of the exceeding Breadth 
of the divine Commandment, that 1t requires the 
whole of our Duty, and that both to GOD and 
Man. Were it defective in any Part of our 
Duty, either to our Creator, or our Fellow-Crea- 
: tures, as all humane Laws are, in many Inſtances, 
it would not be exceeding broad ; but ſince He 
= hath ſhewed thee, O Man, what doth the Lord thy 
5600 require of thee, and there is no Part of thy 
Duty, but what is fully contained in the Com- 
mandment, therefore it is a moſt excellent, and 
perfect Law. Particularly, | | 
1. What can be more excellent, and perfect, 
than the divine Commandment is, as it includes 
the whole of our Duty reſpecting GOD Himſelf ? 


This ſhews us what we are to believe concerning 
GOD, 
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GOD, what is the Duty we owe to Him, and how 
this Duty i is to be performed by us. 

Firſt ; This ſhew us what we are to believe 


concerning GOD. The divine Being was very 
much hid and obſcured from the natural Reaſon of 


Mankind, under the Power of the Apoſtacy ; and 


therefore the Heathen World, what ever were 
their Sentiments of the Exiſtence of a GOD, had 
little or no Knowledge of the One, True, ſupream 
Deity 3 their Ignorance of whom laid the Foun- 
dations of that Diſpoſition, which we ever find in 


them, to Idolatry ; — yet much leſs Acquaintance 


had they with the Nature, and Perfections, of the 
true and living GOD. But the divine Command- 
ment hath revealed to the World, to the Yeti 
Nation firſt, and then unto the Gentiles, ſo much of 


the Nature nd Perfections of the One-True-GOD 


as was neceflary for them to know. Not that this 
Revelation hath made ſuch full Diſcoveries of the 
divine Nature to us, as are commenſurate to what 
GOD is in Himſelf, this Knowledge is too high 
and wonderful for us, neither have we any Pow- 
ers capable of receiving it ; for thus GOD 
dwelleth in Light which no Man can approach 
unto, whom no Man hath ſeen, or can ſee (7). 
T hey are only the Back Parts of Himſelf; which 
GOD hath manifeſted to us, which yet afford us 
ſuch a true Repreſentation, and Reſemblance, of 
his Nature and Glory, as is more equal to our 
Capacity, and ſufficient to influence us to pay our 
Homage and Adoration to Him. And thus, by 
this moſt excellent Commandment; GOD hath 
ſhewed us ſomething of the Glories, and the 


Wonders, of His Nature, the Perfections He is 


everlaſtingly poſſeſſed of, and the myſterious Sub- 
ſiſtence of the Godhead in Three Divine Perſons, 
* 1 Tim. vi. 16. 


Of 
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„ or that this One GOD is, FATHER, SON, 

and HOLY GHOST; the Second of which is 
© GOD manifeſt in FLESH, having aſſumed 


ry 5 the Nature of Man into a perſonal Union with 

of Himſelf, Hence it is that we are told, ( There 

dare Three that bear Record in Heaven, the Father, 

re and the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. 

jd Some tell us, that this Verſe is not to be found 

= in a very ancient * Be it ſo. Certainly it 

n- is more reaſonable to ſuppoſe that it was an Omiſ- 

in ſion in the Tranſcriber, than to imagine that it 

ce was interpolated by Tranſcribers in all other Co- 

* pies; as it is more reaſonable to correct a ſingle 
d- Copy or two, by the general Run of Copies, than 

2 to correct all the Reſt by a ſingle One; eſpecial- 
of ly in an Inſtance where the Generality of Copies, 


agree in the ſame Sentiments, fully expreſſed in other 
is Parts of the Writings ; which is the Caſe here. 
ne Por if this Text were not to be found in any of 
at our Bibles, yet there are ſo many others that aſſert, 
zh that there is but One GOD, and that this GOD 
„is, FATHER, SON, and HOLY GHOST, 
D FX equally the Object of our religious Worſhip, 
<6 | equally poſſeſſed of the divine incommunicable 
Perfections, and yet diſtinct in their Operations, 
that we may with a very good Warrant aſſert 
2 TRINITY in UNITY : nor know I of any 
** Diſadvantage, that can juſtly be ſuppoſed to ariſe; 
from our calling the Father, the Son, and the 
Hoy Gboſt, three diſtinct Perſons, when, at the 
{3 fame Time, we ſo plainly declare againſt a Plu- 
rality of Eſſences, and aſſert the Unity: of tze 
e Godhead : eſpecially ſeeing we have no. Word | 
is in our Language that will convey to our Minds 
b- | the Diſtinction, that the ſacred Scriptures give 
is, us, between the Father, Son, and Holy Ghog, ſo 
 () 1 Zeb. v. 7, 
or well 
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well as the Word Perſon does; though yet we 
do not conceive of it, when applied to a divine 
Perſon, in that Latitude in which we underſtand 
it when it is uſed about an humane Perſon. 
But to go on ; as the Word of GOD ſets 
before us the one GOD, as Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, ſo it acquaints us with GOD the 
SON His condeſcending to take upon Him our 
Nature, that He might accompliſh the great 
Work of- a Mediator, which He had undertaken 
for us. Therefore we read, (1) The Word was 
made Fleſh, and dwelt among us, and wwe beheld his 
Glory, the Glory as of the only begotten of the Father. 
Both the Excellencies of the divine Nature, and 


the Myſteries relating thereto, had forever lain 


beyond our View, if divine Revelation had not 
made them known unto us: ſo that we may ſay 
of them, (as CHRIST ſaid to Peter, when he 
. made that glorious Confeſſion of him, Thou ari 
CHRIST, the SON of the living GOD, ) (u) Fleſh 
and Blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my 
Father which is in Heaven, Thus by the divine 
Commandment, or Word, we are taught, that 
GOD is, and that He is a Rewarder of them that 
diligently ſeek Him, that He is Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, infinite, eternal, unchangeable, Ta His 
Being, Wiſdom, Power, Holineſs, Juſtice, Good- 
neſs, and Truth. With Reſpect hereto GOD 
{aid to His People of old, 25 Ze are my Wii 
neſſes, ſaith the Lord, that ye may know, and 

believe me, and underſtand that I am He : Before me 
there was no GOD formed, neither ſhall there be 
after me; I, even I am the Lord, and beſide me 


there is no Saviour; I have declared, and have 


(i) Job. i. 14. (% Matth. xvi. 17. (w) Ya. xliii. 


"2, I, . 


ſhewed, 
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ſhewed, therefore ye are my Witneſſes, ſaith the 


Lord, that I am GOD. And thus ſaid John the 
Divine, (x) Theſe Things are written that ye might 
believe that FESUS is the CHRIST, the SON of 
GOD. And I may add, that This leads us into 
the Faith, that GOD framed the Worlds by His 
Mord, fo that Things which are ſeen were not made 
of Things which do appear; and that this GOD 
upholds, and governs, the World of Creatures, 
which He has made, and directs, and influences 
them, in all their Actions; and that, to Him, 


we, and all rational Creatures, muſt be ac- 
countable, as to our Judge, and receive our final 


Rewards from Him. | 

Secondly ; This ſhews us what is the Duty we owe 
to this GOD. The Commandment not only ſhews 
us what ought to be our Conceptions of the divine 
Majeſty, but what is the Homage, Service, and Al- 


legiance, which naturally reſults from the Perfec- 


tions of the Deity, and His Threefold Relations, 


as well as from the divine Will. I ſay Rela- 


tions, not as reſpecting us only, but as they are 
founded in the divine Nature, as the Father 
relates to the Son, and the Son unto the Fa— 
ther, &c. which neceſſarily implies a Diſtinction 
in thoſe that ſtand ſo related, ſo that the one is 
not the other, in the Senſe in the which they 


are related, and yet the Relation hinders not the 
Unity of the divine Eſſence. Here we learn 


that this GOD is to be loved by us ſupreamly, 


and to be feared before all that are called Gods; 


that He is to be acknowledged by us, as our GOD, 
by our daily fervent Supplications, and our hearty 


and thankful Praiſes; that His Law 1s to be ob- 


ſerved by us as the Rule of our Life, and His 
governing Providence to be entirely and humbly 


(x) John xx. 31. 
| ſubmitted 


. —— 27 
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ſubmitted unto; that we are to reverence His 
Name, and Word, and Ordinances, ſanctify His 
Day, and obſerve His Inſtitutions; and that He, 
and He only, is to be religiouſly worſhiped and 
adored by us. 

This teaches us, that the Firſt Perſon in the 
adoral1- Trinity, is to be acknowledged by us as 
the Father of all Things, the Author and Con- 
triver of the whole Method of our Salvation; and 
as ſuch our Offerings are to be brought unto His 


Altar, our Bodies and our Spirits are to be devoted 


to His Service, and His holy Name is forever to 
be praiſed by us: that the Second glorious Sub- 
ſiſtence in the Deity, united to our Nature, and, 
in it, working out everlaſting Righteouſneſs for 
us, is firmly to be believed in, as the promiſed 
Meſſiah, the Son of - GOD, ſincerely choſen by us 
as our Surety, and Days-Man, up feignedly accepted 
of as our Saviour, heartily beloved by us as our great 
Reconciler, and humbly adored as the Purchaſer 


of all our Happineſs : that the Third Perſon in 


GOD, even the Holy Ghoft, is to be glorified by 
us, by our earneſt ſeeking to Him for His Gifts, 
and Graces, His Comforts and Joys, by ſubmitting 
to His Teaching, and Conduct, and by our 
cheriſhing all His holy Motions in our Souls, and 
to be worſhiped as making Application of eternal 
Redemption, and ail the bleſled Benefits thereof, 
unto us. 


Commandment is ſeen, in the Manner of our Per- 
formance of our Duty and Homage unto GOD; 
in that it requires, that all our Worſhip, and Obe- 
dience, be performed in the higheſt, ſublimeſt, and 
moſt foiritual Manner, that "poſſibly can be : that 
we not only offer unto GOD the Calves of our 
Tips, and ſerve him with voguly Exerciſe, which 

alone 


Thirdly ; The exceeding dil of the divine 4 


| Serm. IV. Divine Commandment 99 


x alone profiteth but little, but that we offer to him 
4 our very Hearts, and Souls, which muſt be ſeriouſly 
4 engaged in every religious Duty we attend upon. 
p For CHRIST himſelf hath told us, (y) The 
rue Worſhipers ſhall worſhip the Father, in 
4 Spirit, end in Truth , for the Father ſeeketh ſuch 
b worſhip Him: GOD is a Spirit, and they that 
" |: worſhip Him muſt worſhip Him in Spirit, and in 
6 EE Truth.” | 

5 | Beſides; the Duty required of us forever ex- 
A c—erceds the utmoſt Exattnels of our Performance. 
| Though, through the perfect Obedience of One 
v- þ Mu an many are made righteous, and our ſincere, 
0 but imperfect, Services, are acceptable unto GO, 


|: through JESUS CHRIST, yet we are not able 
to ſee to the whole of our Duty, much leſs 

co perform it; for we know but in Part, and 
cd therefore can do but in Part. We may, in Part, 


eat Þ know what is our preſent Duty, but the more 
ſer c xact we are in our Obedience to the divine Com- 
n mandment, we ſhall but the more plainly ſee, that 
by E2 there is ſtill wanting a more perfect Conformity 
tts, co it, cer we can fully anſwer it: So that it is ever 
ind an Heighth, which, when we have gradually aſ- 
our BY ccnded as high. as we can reach, in our preſent 
ind State of Imperfection, we ſhall ſtill be vaſtly below 
nal the Top of. Hence it is, that Chriſtians are com- 
of, manded to grow in Grace (⁊) for there 1s perpetually | 
; Room, and Occaſion, for their Growth; and no 
ine Man is fo Good, but he may, and ought to be 
3k Better. Thus after our greateſt Progreis towards 
D; Perfection, in the Duties of the Chriſtian Life, 
wo we muſt never come to a Stand, and think hat 
an 


De have already attained all that is required of us, 
that but forgetting thoſe things which are vehind, we muſt 
till reach forward, unto thoſe things which are be- 
(3) Jeb. iv. 23, 34, , . 1d. 
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fore, preſſing towards the Mark, for the Prize of the 
high Calling, which is of GOD, in Fejus Chriſt, 
eur Lord (a). 

2. How exceeding broad is the divine Com- 
mandment, as it includes the whole of our Duty 
reſpecting Man? For it requires all poſſible Duty 
from us, both reſpecting ourſelves, and our Fellow- 
Creatures, i in the private, and focial Life ; without 


omitting the leaſt Inſtance, wherein we could con- 


duct ourfelves with greater Prudence, and Advan- 
tage to our own Comfort, or with greater Decency, 
and Uſefulneſs, unto humane Society. The facred 
Volume is full of Rules, Laws, and Orders, for 
the Regimen and Government of ourſelves, our 
Appetites, and Paſſions, and for our regular Be- 
haviour towards - one another; and requires of 


us, that we deny Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, and 


live ſoberly, and righteoufly, as well as godly, in Ibis 
preſent World (b): that we mortify our Members 
@obich are upon the Earth, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, 
mnordinate Affection, evil Concupiſcence, and Covetouſ 
neſs (c): that no Man go beyond and defraud his 
Brother, in any Matter (d): that we put away 
Lying, and ſpeak the Truth every Man with his 
Neighbour ; that we be angry and ſin not, nor lei 
the Sun go down upon our Wrath; that he that ſtole 
Beal no more; that no corrupt Communication proceed 
out of our Mouth; that all Bitterneſs, and Wrath, 
and Anger, and Cdamour, and Evil Speaking, be put 
eway from us, with all Malice (e): that we put on, 
as the Elect of GOD, Bowels of Mercies, Kindneſs, 
Hunmbleneſs of Mind, Meekneſs, Long ſuffering ; ” 
bearing one another, and forgiving one another; — 
that above all, we put on Charity, which is the Bond 


of Perfetineſs (f): that we recompenſe no Man 


(a) Phil. iii. 15, 14. (5) Tit. ii. 12. (e) Col. iii. 5. (a) r 2 


Theſſ. iii. 6. (e) Fph iv. 2531, 0 Col. iii. x2, 13.1, 
Evi 
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Evil for Evil; but, it be poſſible, as much as in 
us lieth, to live peaceably with all Men (g). 
4 But it would be to tranſcribe a very great Part 
= of our Bible to enumerate all the Rules of Sobriety, 
and Meekneſs, of Juſtice, and Temperance, Bene- 
volence and Charity, and the Duties of our ſeveral 
Relations, in the Church, in the State, and in the 
Family, which the divine Commandment lays be- 
fore us ; I ſhall therefore omit any further men- 
| tioning of them; and only obſerve, that, 
The Commandment of GOD challenges the 
Superiority, and Precedence to all other Laws, 
upon this Account, in that it requires all that is 
neceſſary to our own perſonal Benefit, and the 
Welfare of the Community. Hence it is ſtiled 
good and perfect (b). The Laws of Men have no 
Tendency to this End, any further than they are 
founded upon the divine Law : And all the Laws 
which the ableſt Politicians have enacted, can't an- 
{wer this End a Thouſandth Part ſo well as the 
Laws of GOD ; as is plainly ſeen, in that the 
better Chriſtian any Man is, (ceteris paribus) the 
more worthy Member is he of the Common- 
wealth. | NE 
Thus the Commandment, which ſhews us the 
whole of our Duty, that we do juſtly, love Mercy, 
and walk humbly with our GOD, appears, in its 
m_ and Subject-Matter of it, to be exceeding 
road. | 


III. The Commandment of GOD will appear 
to be exceeding broad, if we conſider the Extent 
of its Object. We ſee that it is a moſt excellent 
Lau ſubjectively conſidered, or what is the Sub- 
= Ject-Matter of it, namely, the whole of our Duty, 
both to GOD, and Man, and no leſs excellent 
= (8) Rom. xii, 17, 18, (+) Rem. xii. 2. 
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will it appear if we view it objectively, as it 
reaches to every Individual among the Children of 
Men, and to all of Man. There is no Man but 
what owes Obedience to it, and no Part of Man 
but what is under the Obligation thereof. 


EEE er 


1. The divine Commandment extends to every 
individual Perſon, among the Children of Men. 
However kumane Laws may make a Difference 
between Man and Man, and be too much like 
the Spider's Web, which catches the leſſer Flies, 
while the greater caſily break through, it is certain 
the divine Commandment has no Reſpect unto 
Perſons, but is equally calculated for, and enjoined 
upon, all Mankind, under like Circumſtances, and 
; includes every individual Perſon under the Bonds 
A of it. Hear the Concluſion of the whole Malter, 
the Sum of all that bath been heard from the ſa- 

cred Code, Fear GOD, and keep His Command. 

ments; for this is the whels of Man (i). Tis 
the whole of every Man, or what every Man, 
even the whole Race, or Body of Mankind, ſtand | 
bound unto ; the whole of their Duty, and their 
whole Happineſs, is laid up in it. The Mon— 
arch, who fits upon his Throne, ſwaying his 

Sceptre, and gives forth his Orders, and governs 

his Subjects by his Nod, is equally obliged to 

bow down his Head, and ſubmit himſelf to the 

Authority of the great GOD, the ſupream Ruler 
of the Univerſe, as the meaneſt Vaſſal that attends 

his Footſtool. Be wiſe now therefore, O ye Kings, 

be inſtructed, ye Judges of the Earth , ferve ye the 5 

LORD with Fear, rejoice with Trembling (H. 

There is no Man ſo great, but GOD is infinitely 

greater; and He that is higher than the higheft 

demands Obedience from them, and will call them 


(i) Ecel. xi. 13. (4) Pf. ii. 10, 11. 


bh 8. os Hd — „ and Boot and — RT 


hy A. 


ffs (uſp Bade 


= A ff 


tO 


% 


germ. IV. Divine Commandment. 10 3 


to an Account. Men of the politeſt Learning, 
and ſtrongeſt Reaſoning, are required, to give this 
as the greateſt Proof of their Wiſdom and Know- 
ledge, to reverence, and obey their Maker. Nor 
are the Ignorant and Unlearned, excuſed from 
their Obedience to their high Sovereign; for even 
they know enough of the divine Commandment 
to ſtop their Mouth, in the Day of Retribution, 
if they do it not. Some, indeed, have clearer, 
and fuller, Diſcoveries made to them, of the di- 
vine Will concerning them, than others; and 
whilſt ſome grope in the dark, feeling out their 
Way, by the Uſe of their natural Powers, others 
have ſuperadded thereunto the Light of Revela- 
tion, which, like the Sun ſhining in its Strength, 
renders it clear Day with them ; ſo that theſe 
have the Advantage, doubtleſs, of knowing more 
of the divine Will, than thoſe can reach unto by 
the higheſt Improvement of their natural Reaſon : 
nevertheleſs, all Men are alike under Obligations 
to obey the Commandment of GOD, ſo far as they 
know it to be his Commandment ; nor will any 
Man ever be faulted for not yielding Obedience to a 
Command which he was wholly, and unavoidably, 
ignorant of; becauſe it can be no Law to him, not, 
that will not, but, that cannot, know it, for (&) 
where there is no Law there is no Tranſpreſſion. 
Thoſe, that have only their natural Reaſon to 
direct them, owe Obedience to the divine Com- 
mandment, ſo far as they are able to find out what 
is the divine Will concerning them; and thoſe, 
that enjoy Revelation, are under Obligations to a 
further Obedience to all that That Revelation re- 
quires of them. Hence it is, that where the Re- 
velation of the divine Mind is enjoyed, GOD hath 
noto commanded all Men every where ta repent (4) : 


( Rom. iv. is, (1) Act. xvii. 309, | 
H 4 and 
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and that while they have the Light, they ſhould 


believe in the Light (m); and that all Men ſhould 


honour the Son as they honour the Father (n). So 
that this is the Homage, and grateful Sacrifice, 
which Kings of the Earth, and all People, Princes, 
and all Fudges of the Earth, Young Men, and 
Maidens, Old Men, and Children (o), owe to their 
great Creator, and his Law alike extends to 


them all. 
2. The divine Commandment extends to all of 


Man, to our whole Nature, and to all our Powers, 


and Capacities, It reaches the Body of Man, and 
aims at the Government of every Member, and 
every Power belonging to it; that we do not yield 
our Members Inſtruments of Unrighteouſneſs unto Sin, 
but yield ourſelves unto GOD, and our Members as 
. Inſtruments of Righteouſneſs unto GOD (p). It ex- 
tends to all our ſecular Intereſts, Poſſeſſions, Em- 
ployments, and Recreations, and directs us in our 
Purſuit, Enjoyment, and Improvement, of them. 


And it reaches to the very Soul, and requires the 


Obedience of the inner Man of the Heart, and 
means to direct, and influence, us, in all our ſpiritual, 


and eternal Intereſts. Thus it calls upon us, (3) 


glorify GOD, in your Body, and in your Spirit, which 
are GOD's. 
And here lies very much of the Excellency of 


the Commandment of GOD, that it is obligatory 


upon the Conſcience, which no humane Laws can 


be, only as they evidently accord with the divine; 


and then, not becauſe they are eſtabliſhed by the 
Authority of Man, but, becauſe they derive 
their Authority from the ſupream Lord of 
all. So that whatever Laws may be enacted 
by the civil Power, which, to our Reaſon and 


(m) Job. xii. 36. () Job. v. 23. (0) Bf. cxlviii. 11, 12. 
(b) Rom. vi. 13. (7) 1 Cor. vi. 20. 3 
* Underſtanding, 


ey N e 9 3 FC ws 
. N BONES „ r r , RO OI ETOs * 


ccc Fre 
P11 as 2 
CT. N REY Pr ba TOP, 2 Foes = Ka 2 5 * vr 75 


ee 


we r 85 e ee 
WY" be 12 ee Kale 


5 25 * A 
3 9 RS AOL, 
bath bo a EN SG We , P 
\ Rt * Is "4 bf n = . * 
. 2 : p 2 e 4 


e 


„„ .  OTRTOOT 


germ. IV. Divine Commandment. 105 


Underſtanding, improved and regulated, by an 
humble, modeſt, diligent Search into the Word 
of GOD, appear to have ſuch a Diſagreement 
with the divine Law, as renders it ſinful, in our 
Apprehenſion, for us to comply with them, we 
may, by no Means, ſo yield up our Conſciences 
to the Wills of Men, as to ſubmit our ſelves to 


them, but muſt chuſe, rather, to 6bey GOD, than 


Man, let the Event be what it will. Therefore 
when the holy Apoſtles were enjoined, by humane 
Authority, to do what claſhed with the divine 
Command, they boldly make a Stand, in the very 
Face of the Civil, as well as Eccleſiaſtical Rulers, 


and made an Appeal to their own Conſciences too, 


ſaying, (r) whether it be right in the Sight of GOD, 
to hearken unto you, more than unto GOD, Judge 
ye. And one would think, that there were no 
great Difficulty in determining, whether we ought 
to obey GOD, or Man. | 
And, becauſe all acceptable religious Worſhip 
1s appointed by GOD alone, who only knows 
what 1s grateful and pleaſing to himſelf, therefore, 
any Modes, and Forms, of Worſhip, not directly 
appointed by him, or not deducible, by plain and 
natural Conſequence, from the general Rules he 
has preſcribed, I fay, all ſuch Rites, and Modes, 
not founded upon the divine Commandment, 


ought to be rejected by us, whatever be the humane 


Authority that enjoyns them, or the Pretenſions 


to Order, and Decency, in the obſerving of them. 


Hence we may obſerve, that the inſpired pole 
blames the Coloſſians, for their Fondneſs for either 
Jewiſb, or Pagan Traditions, after their Converſion 
to the Chriſtian Faith : (s) F ye be dead with 


| CHRIST, ſays he, Hy are ye ſubjef? 10 Ordi- 


(r) Ads. ir. 19. (5) Col. ii. 20, 22. = 
| HONCES, 


d 
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nances, — after the Commandment, and Defrines 
of Men ? 

For Man has not, nor can he have, any Power 
over the Conſciences, what ever he may have over 
the Bodies, of Men: but God's Commandments 
direct and govern the Conſciences of all his rational 
Creatures. And though from the Dulneſs of our 
Underſtandings, we may not be able, always, to 
ſee the Reaſon of what is commanded us, "Yer, 
it is ſufficient for us, that we know. it to be 
the Will of GOD concerning. us ; here our 
Reafon ought to be ſuperceeded by our Faith; 
and the Commandment, from a Conſciouſneſs 
of the divine Supremacy, ought forever to. be 
obeyed by us. 

I might add; that the Command of GOD ex- 
tends to the perfected Spirits above, and the glo- 
nous Angels bow down before it, even that Part | 
of it which relates to us, ſo far as it 1s ſuited to 
their Nature; they are his Angels, that do his 
Commanament, heatkening to the Voice of his 
Word (t). The Excellency of the Commandment 
ſhines forth in it's Luſtre in it's being ſo admirably 
adapted to the Natures of Men, and Angels, that 
while a poor infirm, Worm of the Duſt is capable, 
in ſome Meaſure, by divine Aſſiſtance, of yielding 
Obedience unto it, yet, it is fo ſublime, and lofty, 
as to exerciſe the Obedience of the higheſt 
Angels in Heaven, 


(t) E,. ili: 20. 


SERMON 


f limited, and finite. 
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Ps ALM CXIX. 96. 


T have ſeen an End of all Per- 
feftion ; but thy Commandment 
7s exceeding broad. 


3 3 HE RE have been two Doctrines pro- 
poſed to be ſpoken to from theſe "y 


namely 


Doc. I. The Perfection of the Creature is 


— 


2 


— 


Doc. II. The Commandment of GOD 0 
ceeding broad. 


< 
- 


The laſt Opportunity I * ſome Entrance 
upon the Second of theſe Doctrines; and having 


| obſerved, that, by the Commandment, I under- 


ſtand, the whole revealed Will of GOD, I pro- 


poſed to ſhew the w thereof, beyond any 
Th ung 
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Thing that is to be found upon the Creature, by 
conſidering, | 


I. The Original of it. 

II. The Subject Matter of it. 

III. The Extent of it objectively. 

IV. The great End and Deſign of it. 
And | 
V. Its Duration, 


Under the firſt of theſe, viz. 

I. The Original of the Commandment, I have 
conſidered our Bible, as containing a ſure Reve- 
lation of the Mind of GOD ; and this Mind of 
GOD, ſo made known to us, does not reſult, 
Furz: from the divine Will and Pleaſure, as the 

xiſtence of all Creatures does, but from the Per- 
fections of the divine Nature, and therefore in this 
Regard, partakes of thoſe divine Exc*llencies far 
above what 1s to be found upon any mere Crea- 
ture. Under the Second Head, viz. 


II. The Subject-Matter of the Commandment ; 
J have conſidered the Excellency of it, as perfect- 
. ly adjuſted to the Divine Lawgiver, and to the 
obedient Subject; as being exactly ſuited to the 
Nature and Capacity of thoſe that owe Obedience 
to it; and as it requires the whole of aur Duty, 


both to GOD, and Man. Under the Third, 


III. The Extent of the Commandment objec- 
tively, I have ſhewed its Excellency in that it 
reaches to every individual Perſon without Ex- 
ception, and to our whole Nature, Body, and 
Spirit. And I proceed to the Conſideration of 
the Fourth Head propoſed, viz. 


IV. 
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IV. The Commandment of GOD will appear 
exceeding, broad, if we conſider the great and glo- 
rious End and Deſign of it ; what GOD intends 
it for, and what it is improvable unto. The great 
Excellency and Perfection of al, Laws, and Com- 
mandments, are to be ſeen, chiefly, in the End 
which they aim at, and the direct Tendency, In- 
fluence, and Power, which they have for the At- 
tainment of this End. Now, the divine Com- 
mandment aims at the higheſt, and nobleſt End, 
that poſſibly can be, namely, the Glory of 
GOD, and our beſt Good, both in this World, 
and in that which is to come, in Time, and 
throughout Eternity : this is what GOD deſigns 
it for, what it is improvable unto, and what it 
has a direct Tendency to promote. | 

I ſhall not, here, enter into a diſtin Conſidera- 
tion of this great and noble End, the Glory of 
GOD, becauſe I have already ſpoken ſomething 
to it, under a former Head, and becauſe this is 


ever anſwered, in the Accompliſhment of the great 


Deſign reſpecting Man; the Purity, and Happi- 


neſs of Mankind, being ſo cloſely connected to 


the Glory of GOD, that in what Way ſoever the 
Firſt is brought about, by the ſame Means, and 
in the ſame Method, the divine Glory is alſo diſ- 
played, and made to ſhine forth in it's greateſt 
Luſtre. I ſhall therefore confine myſelf unto ſuch 
Thoughts, as ſhew us the original Intention, and 
peculiar Adaptedneſs, of the divine Commandment, 
to perfect our Nature, and render us compleatly 
happy; wherein it infinitely tranſcends all the 
Excellency that is to be found upon the Creatures, 
which every Way fall ſhort of this End; as I 
have already proved. And I ſhall take a View 
of the excellent Deſign of the divine Command- 
ment, under theſe Three Heads, 1 
| 1. 10 
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I. To make us truly Wiſe. 


2. To make us really Good. 
3. To make us compieatly Happy. 


1. One great End and Deſign of the divine 
Commandment is, to make us truly wife. The 
Commandment has a very great Influence upon 
the making of us wiſe for the Things of this 
World, and therefore may well be looked upon 
as excellent by us; becauſe, as we value our- 
ſelves upon our Reaſon, which raiſes us above the 
Level of the Brute, ſo our Wiſdom is the higheſt 
natural Exerciſe of our Reaſon, and is that which 
gives any Man the Preference to his Neighbours. 
That the divine Commandment is of this Advan- 
tage to us, is apparent, in that it tends to brighten 


our Underſtandings, and recover them from thoſe 


Prejudices, with which our Luſts and Paſſions very 
much cloud, and darken the Mind; by which 
Means, it renders our Apprehenſions, and Con- 


ceptions, of Things more clear, and diſtinct, that 


we may be enabled to ſee them in a better Light, 
and diſcern them more thorowly : Thus it eno- 
bles our rational Powers, and aſſiſts them to 
chuſe out a right Way for us. For while the 
Word of GOD is, « Lamp unto our Feet, and a 
Light unto our Path, we ſhall not only take 
the more Heed to our Ways, and walk with 
Caution and Circumſpection, and ſo be among the 
well-adviſed, with whom is Wiſdom, but we ſhall 
have a more full and plain Diſcernment of the 
Path of Underſtanding, and clear Diſcovery of 
the Way, in the which we ſhould go ; and thus 
be aſſiſted to act like rational, and prudent Crea- 


tures, who are not led blindfold, by Paſſions, and 


Prejudices, but, govern themſelves by the Dictates 


of Fen Reaſon, Hence, when Moſes had ſet 
| the 
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the Law of GOD before the Children of Vfrael, 


| ſaid he, (u) Keep, therefore, and do them ; for this 


is your Wiſdom, and Underſtanding, in the Sight of 
the Nations, which ſhall hear all theſe Statutes, and 
ſay, ſurely this great Nation is a wiſe, and under- 
landing People, This alſo made the. Fſalmist 
ſay, (w) Thou, through thy Commandment, baſt 
made me wiſer than mine Enemies; for they are 
ever with me : 1 have more Underſtanding than all 
my Teachers; for thy Teſtimonies are my Meditation: 


I underſtand more than the Ancieuis; becauſe I keep 


thy Precepts. Thus a due Regard to the Com- 
mandment will influence us to walk wiſely, and 
turely, and help us to ſhun many Inconveniencies, 
which we ſhould be apt, otherwiſe, to run ourſelves 
into, through the Prevalency of our too eager 
Paſſions, and unbridled ſenſual Appetites. 

But however; The great End of the divine 
Commandment 1s, to make us ſpiritually wiſe, 
which 1s the trueſt, and higheſt, Wiſdom, and 
which, when all is done, will be found to be moſt 
ſerviceable unto us. We are therefore told, (x) 
The Fear of the Lord is the Beginning of Wiſdom ; 
a good Underſtanding have all they that do his Com- 
mandment. For no Man begins to be truly wiſe, 
until, by the Fear of GOD prevailing in his Heart, 


he is influenced unto a conſcientious Regard to the 


divine Commandment, the Path-way whereof is 
pleaſant, and the End Peace. f thou beeſt wiſe, 
thou ſhall be wiſe for thy ſelf, ſaid Solomon (y). 
This is true Wiſdom, for a Man to be wiſe for 
himſelf, for his beſt Intereſt, and his latter End; 
and all Pretenſions to Wiſdom, ſhort of this, is 
but acting for a wrong End, and to no good 
Purpoſe, the Folly of which will- appear, in the 


Cu) Deut. iv. 6. (av) 1 cxix. 98, 99, 100. (x) P/. ex. 16% 
() Prov. ix, 12, : | 
Diſappointment, 
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Diſappointment, and Confuſion, which will be the 
certain Iſſue of it. For let a Man be ever ſo wiſe, 
in his Projections, and the Methods which he 
takes, to promote ſome little Intereſt, that has no 
Relation to him, he will be found, to be but a 


Fool, in the Concluſion, for his Neglect of himſelf, 


and ſuffering his main Intereſt to run to Ruin, for 
want of his ſeaſonable, and prudent, Care about it: 
or, let him provide, for his preſent Comfort, with 
the fineſt Schemes, and moſt diligent Application, 
yet, if he has been wholly negligent of Futurity, 
and muſt remain, the latter Part of his Exiſtence, 
utterly deſtitute of every thing that would be com- 
fortable to him, he will find, at his End, that he has 
been a Fool. Now, the Deſign of the divine Com- 
mandment is, to correct this Folly; and it has a 
very powerful Influence to cure us hereof, by ac- 
quainting us, where our true Intereſt lies, and what 
are the beſt Methods to promote it; by making us 
conſiderate, and thoughtful, about our own State and 
Condition, and how it will fare with us in the End of 
Days; and by exciting of us dilligently to improve 
the Means, that are neceſſary to ſecure what is of 
the greateſt Conſequence to us, that it may not 
only be well with us for the preſent, but that our 
latter End may be Peace. The Commandment 
is therefore ſaid, to be pure, enlightening the. 
Eyes, (z). That is, the Eyes of the Mind, which 
are naturally obſcured, and clouded, by the thick 
Miſts, which our Fondneſs for Luſt, and the 
World, caſt before them, ſo that they have no 
clear, and diſtinct, Perception of our ultimate 
End, and the Way to it. The Commandment is a 
Lamp, and the Law is Light, and Reproofs of In- 
fFrufion are the Way of Life; ſaid the wiſe 
Man (a); becauſe by theſe we are taught our 
(a) P/. xix. 7. (a) Prov. vi. 23. 

Duty, 
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Duty, and Intereſt, and are led in the Path of 


Life. | 
The divine Commandment affords us the 
Knowledge of ſpiritual and divine Things, which 


are the moſt excellent in their Nature, and moſt 


beneficial unto us. What is there ſo full, ſo lofty, 
ſo glorious, as the LORD our GOD is? Whoſe 
Nature infinitely tranſcends all the Objects of 
Senſe, in true Excellency, and contains a Beauty, 
Reality, and Truth, in it, beyond all other Things 
that are knowable by us; and therefore ſo much 
the more enlarges our Minds, and elevates our 
Conceptions, in the Knowledge of Him : and 
inaſmuch as this GOD is the Fountain of all 
Good, therefore alſo the Mind in Cloſing with 
him, by our practical Knowledge of Him, enjoys 
unſpeakable Delight and Satisfaction in Him, and 
becomes ſecured of His Favour ; and thus reaps 


the higheſt Benefit, from this moſt excellent Ob- 
ject, that our Nature is capable of. For by this 


Means, we have taken all the Care of ourſelves 
that we can do, have eſtabliſhed our main Intereſt 
upon a ſure Foundation, and are provided with all 
that is neceſſary for our future Well-being, yea, 
throughout an endleſs Eternity: and this is true 


q Wiſdom, and Underſtanding, ſuch Wiſdom as is not 


to be attained unto, by the Force of our own Powers, 
but by the divine Commandment. For the natural 
Man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of GOD, 


| for they are Fooliſhneſs unto him; neither can be 


know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned ; 
bow be it, we ſpeak Wiſdom, yet not the Wiſdom of 


this World; but we ſpeak the Wiſdom of GOD in a 


MyFery : — but GOD hath revealed them unto ug 
by bis Spirit ((). They are the Things of GOD, 


his glorious Perfections, his deep Counſels, hig 


(8) 1 Cor. ii. 6, 7, 10, 14. 5 
133 merciful 


114 De Excellency of the Serm. V. 
merciful Deſigns, with all the Wonders of redeem- 
ing Love, and Grace, which lie very much out of 


the Reach of our natural Powers, but the Spirit of 
GOD hath revealed them unto us; and it is the 


Deſign of the divine Commandment, to acquaint 


us with thoſe glorious Truths, and give us a 
Juſt View of the things of our Peace, and ſo #/! 
us with the Knowledge of bis Will, in all ſpiritual 
Wiſdom, and Underſtanding ; and it has an happy 
Tendency, and Aptitude, fo to impreſs our Minds 
with them, as that we may ourſelves receive 
the Benefit of them. 
Hence, it preſents us with the bend Prot- 
pect of our own miſerable State, and Condition, 
by Nature; how enſlaved we are unto diverſe Luſts, 
and Paſſions, captivated by Devils, included under 
_ Guilt, and liable unto Puniſhment, in this World, 


and the next, great, and endleſs ; and ſhews us, what 


abſolute Need there is of a Saviour, to deliver us 
from all of this Infelicity, and directs us unto 
JESUS CHRIST, the only Hope of oel, and 
the Saviour thereof 

Hence, it opens unto us the whole Method of 
Salvation by CHRIST, unfolds the Myſteries of 
our holy Religion to us, tells us what we muſt do 
to be ſaved, and offers divine Aſſiſtance to us, to 
enable us to walk in that Way which leadeth unto 
true Life and Happineſs. | 

Hence, it ſets before us, the ſtrong and alluring 
Arguments, and moſt powerful Motives, fetched 
from the future, unſeen, and eternal World; it 
preſents us with the View of the Crown of unfading 
Glory, which awaits the humble and obedient 
Soul ; and gives us a diſtant Sight of the Place of 


Torment, the inexpreſſible Pain, Horror, and 


Anguiſh, which is reſerved as. the endleſs _— 
> Y : 0 
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of the impenitent, and diſobedient; and all to 


move us to act wiſely, and walk ſafely. 

Thus Life, and Immortality, is brought to Light, 
through the Gaſpel (c); and by this Means we 
come to know the only true GOD, and FESUS 
CHRIST, whom he hath ſent; and ſo are made 
wiſe unto Salvation (d). This is the great End and 
Deſign of thedivine Commandment, what GOD 
intends it for, and. what, if it be not our own 
Fault, we may improve it to. This is the great 
Deſign of preaching the Word of GOD unto the 
World; as the Apoſtle tells us it was the End of 
his Miniſtry, and equally is of ours, (e) Zo open 


L Men's Eyes, and turn them from Darkneſs to Light : 


and hence, when it was propheſied of CHRIST, 
(JI the Lord have called Thee in Righteouſneſs, 
and will give Thee for a Covenant of the People, for a 


b Ligbt of the Gentiles, it is particularly taken No- 


tice of, that one of the great Ends, and bleſſed 
Benefits, of that Deſignation, is Yo open the blind 


= Eyes, And give me me Leave to add upon it, 


agreably to what our Saviour remarked, when he 
read the Leſſon, out of IJſaiab unto his Hearers, 
Oh! that, by our wiſe Improvement of it, it 
may be ſaid of us, (g) This Day is this Scripture 


| | fulfilled among us. Thus, the Commandment 


of God appears to be exceeding broad, in this no- 
ble and glorious Deſign of it, to make us whly 
wiſe; to furniſh us with the Knowledge of the 
beſt Things, and direct our Feet in the Path of 


Ez Underſtanding, to the ſecuring of our Selves, and 
our great and laſting Intereft ; which 1s ſuch a. 


Wiſdom as highly becometh us, as rational Crea- 
tures, and compared with which, all the Wiſdom 


of this World is but meer Fooliſnneſs. 


(c) 2 Tim. i. 10. (4) 2 Tim. iii. i5. (e) 48. xxvi. 18, 
( f ) 1a. xlii. 6, 7. (g f Luke iv, 21. 1 
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I now proceed, to the Second Thing propoſed, 
me. 7 
2. The glorious End and Deſign of the divine 
Commandment is, to make us really Good. The 
infinitely wiſe GOD has given us his Command- 
ment, not only to inform our Judgment, and 
ake us wiſe to know, but, to regulate our 
Practice, that our Wiſdom may evidence itſelf, 
by the proper genuine Fruits of it, in our Hearts, 
and Lives. For all our Knowledge will be but to 


our Diſadvantage, and render us ſo much themore 


unhappy, if we are not careful to govern ourſelves, 
in our Practice, according to it: and therefore 
the Commandment aims, at the rectifying of our 
Nature, and curing the Irregularities of our Be- 
haviour, and ſo, to make us really good Men. 
When Mankind had univerſally ſunk into Infide- 
Hty, and Immorality, and were utterly deſtitute 
of the divine Life, then it pleaſed GOD to make a 
Revelation of himſelf, and his Mind and Will 
unto the World, gradually opening the Myſteries 
of the Kingdom of GOD, from the calling of 
Abraham out of Ur of the Chaldees, until, in the 
Fulneſs of Time, the Light ſhone with the 
_ greateſt Clearneſs, by the Appearing of the SON 

of GOD in Fleſh, to inſtruct the World, per- 
fonally, and by his Apoſtles that Mankind might 
be recovered, in the Exerciſe: of their Faith and 


Vertue, to a God-like Temper and Diſpoſition : 


which abundantly ſhews the ſuperiour Excellency 
of the divine Commandment. Thus, particularly, 
1t aims, at the begetting in us Faith in GOD, and 
in his Son JESUS CHRIST, the converting of 


us from the Error of our Ways, and to ſanctify, 


and make us holy. 5 
(1) The Deſign of the divine Commandment 
is, to work true Faith in us; that we may live a 
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Life of Faith in GOD, and in his Son JESUS 


CHRIST. Faith in GOD, as the Maker, Ruler, 


and Judge, of the World, and in his Son, JESUS 
CHRIST, as the only Redeemer of loft Mankind, 
and ours in particular, is the very Root and Prin- 
ciple, of all Evangelical Goodneſs ; without 
which, we can neither ſerve GOD, nor find Ac- 
ceptance with him. The Author of the Epiſtle 
to the Hebrews therefore aſſures us, (a) without 
Faith: it is impoſſible to pleaſe GOD ;, for he that 


_ cometh unto GOD, ( fo as to find Acceptance with 


him, ) muſt believe that he is, and that he is a Re- 


| warder of them that diligently ſeek him. And 
CHRIST ſaid to his Diſciples, and ſo to all that 


mean to receive any Benefit by him, (5) Ze believe 
in GOD, believe alſo in ME, For he that does 
not believe that there is a GOD, and that 
JESUS CHRIST is the Son of GOD, and Sa- 
viour of the World, cannot poſſibly live religt- 
ouſly ; becauſe all Religion turns upon the Belief 
of a GOD, and That Religion only, which is ac- 
ceptable and pleaſing to GOD, 1s founded 1n the 
Belief of JESUS CHRIST his being the promit- 
ed Meſſiah, the Son of GOD, and Saviour of the 
World; this being the only Way in which GOD 
hath revealed Himſelf unto the World, and in 


DE which he will be worſhiped, namely, by his Son, 


JESUS CHRIST; which occaſioned the Apoſtle*s. 
ſlaying (c) Theſe Things are written, that ye might 


believe that JESUS is the CHRIST, the Son of- 


GOD: 
Whatever Difficulties any may imagine they 


ind in believing JESUS CHRIST to be the Son 


of GOD, in ſuch a proper Senſe of the Phraſe as 
imports his partaking of the ſame Nature with 
the eternal Father, becauſe they cannot compre- 


| (a) Heb. xi, 6, ( Job. xiv. 1. (e) Feb. xx. 31. 
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hend the Manner of the divine Filiation, it is juſtly 

to be feared that the great Bar which lies in their 
Way is, the Haughtineſs, and Pride, of the Hearts 
of Men, who cannot ſtoop to refign up their Un- 
derſtandings to the divine Mind, as they muſt do, 
to credit a Report which contains Myſteries in it 
which they are not able to unriddle ; and that 
therefore it is they refuſe to believe what they 
cannot ſee through. For, after all, there is no 
ſuch Abſurdity in believing Myſteries, or, believing 
ſuch Doctrines as contain Myſteries in them, as 
ſome Men would perſwade us; becauſe we are 
even forced to do ſo, in Nature, and in Arts, 
whether we will or no. And, truly, I know of 
no more Difficulty, in believing the Truth of a 
Propoſition, clearly, and diſtinctly, expreſſed, (that 
is, in ſuch plain Terms as I fully underſtand, ) when 
it is handed to me by divine Revelation, (which 
Propoſition, nevertheleſs, contains a Doctrine that 
couches Myſteries in it, which I do not underſtand) 
than there is in believing a Clear Propoſition, con- 


cerning any Thing in Nature, handed to me by 


my Fellow Creature, when yet the Subject of that 
Propoſition, or the Thing ſpoken of, contains ſuch 
Myſteries in it, as neither I, nor any Man living, 
are able to explain. As, for Inſtance, all Bodies 
are endowed with a Power of Gravitation: or, if 
you deſire a more familiar one, The Sun gives 
Light. . 

Now, this is what the divine Commandment 
aims at, to produce this Faith in us, in GOD, and 
CHRIST, as the vital Principle of all ſpiritual 
Life, and the Spring of all our acceptable Obedi- 
ence. Hence it declares to us the Being, Perfec- 
tions, Works, Dominion, and Will of GOD : 
Hence it ſets JESUS CHRIST before us, in all 
his amiable Excellencies, and altogether lovely, in 

the 
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the high Concern he has expreſſed for our Wel 
fare, and the wonderful Methods he has taken to 
manifeſt his prevailing Love to us; it ſhews him 
to us, in all the Charms, and Endearments, of a 
GOD incarnate, wounded for our Tranſgreſſions, 
bruiſed fgr our Iniquities, and as having freely 
laid down his Life for us miſerable Sinners. 
Hence the Commandment ſo often urges this 


upon us, as our indiſpenſible Duty, that we be- 


lieve in JESUS CHRIST, (d) This is his Com- 


| mandment, that ye believe on the Name of his Son 


FESUS CHRIST. Hence it uſes the moſt pow- 
erful Motives, the weightieſt Conſiderations, to 
accompliſh a Work of Faith in us. It gives us 


the fulleſt Evidence, the moſt inconteſtible Teſti- 


mony, of the Truth of the whole Goſpel of 


© CHRIST, and his own Miſſion from the Father, 
as confirmed unto us by them that heard Him, (aſſert 


his Miſſion, and deliver his Doctrines) GOD alſo 
bearing them Witneſs, both with Signs, and Wonders, 
with diverſe Miracles, and Gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt (e). So that there is no Room for us rea- 


ſonably to doubt the Certainty of his Miſſion from 


G OD, or, conſequently, to ſuſpect the Truth 
of the Doctrines, and Precepts, which he has 
taught. It gives us full Proof of JESUS 
CHRIST his being the ancient promiſed Meſſiah, 
the Son of GOD, the Prince of Peace, in the 
exact Agreement of all the Characteriſticks, ſpoken 
of in the old Teſtament, unto him, and him only 3 
as, the Time of his appearing in the World, the 
Circumſtances of his Appearance, the Deſcription 
of his Perſon, by the particular Events befalling 
him, the Contempt that ſhould be poured upon 


him, the Death he ſhould ſubmit to, his Triumpbas 3 
over the Grave, the Extent, and Glory, of his © 


(4) 1 Job. iii. 23. (e) Heb. ii. 3, 4. | ; Z 
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Kingdom; theſe, with many other Prediction: 
concerning him, having their exact Accompliſh- 
ment in JESUS CHRIST, and in him only, are 


an unqueſtionable Evidence of his being the true 


Meſſiah. And if CHRIST be the true Meſſiab, 


and ſent from GOD, we may be ſure he has told 


us the Truth, however ſublime, and exceeding our 
Comprehenſion, the Doctrines he has taught us 


may be. Becauſe GOD, who perfectly knows all 


things, would ſend none upon his Errand, and 
under the Character of HIS SON, eſpecially, in 
ſo important an Affair, wherein his own Glory, and 
the Happineſs of- Mankind, are ſo nearly con- 
cerned, but ſuch an One as would keep exactly 
to his Inſtructions, and publiſh the Truth, the 
whole Truth, and nothing but the Truth. And 
all of this full, and clear Evidence, which the 


Word of GOD affords us, of the Meſſiaſhip, and 


Miſſion, of CHRIST is, to prevail upon us to 
credit the Report of the Goſpel, and ſubmit 
ourſelves unto the Government of it. 

In ſhort ; without the Commandment, or re- 
vealed Will, of GOD, there can be nothing of this 
Faith, which is ſo neceſſary to the religious and 
Chriſtian Life ; and conſequently, the Life of Man, 


here, would bis little better than that of the Brutes, 


and his Condition, hereafter, that of Devils : 
for, as the Apoſtle well argues, (F) how ſhall they 


_ believe in him of whom they have not heard? and 
bow ſhall they bear without a Preacher? — So then 


Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by ihe Mord of 


GOD: which clearly evidences it to be the Deſign 
of the Commandment, to beget Faith in us, that 


we may not remain in Infidelity, and Unbelief of 


GOD, and his Son JESUS CHRIST, and ſo be 


deſtitute of the firſt moving Principle of all rea] 


(J Rom. x. 14, 17. 
Goodnels. 
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1 Goodneſs. - Hence alſo, the ſame Apoſtle elſewhere 


obſerves, (g) if our Goſpel be hid, it is hid unto 


them that are loſt : becauſe they are deſtitute of the 


ordinary, and proper Means, appointed by GOD, 
by which a true and ſaving Faith is wrought in 
them. How far the Faith of the one ſupream 


GOD, reſulting from the Works of his Hands, 


with a correſpondent Care to pleaſe him, according 
to a Man's natural Light, may avail to Acceptance 
with him, through the Mediation of his Son, we 
are not able poſitively to determine; but we are 
led by Revelation to ſuſpend all Hope concerning 
ſuch, as well as from the general View of the 
World; the wiſe Man aſſuring us, where there i 
no Viſion the People periſh *. 7 

(2.) The Deſign of the Divine Commandment 
is to convert the Soul. The omnipotent, and 
wiſe Creator made all his Creatures Good, and 
therefore Man, a moral Agent, morally Good; 
for it was impoſſible that his Creator ſhould make 
him vicious, without being himſelf either weak, or 
depraved, both of which are Blaſphemies of too 
high a Degree to be imputed to the infinitely 
Great, and Holy GOD. But though GOD, at 
firſt, made Man. morally good, and free from all 
Irregular Appetites, and Paſſions, yet he made 
him capable of being invaded by them, and 
brought into Subjection to them: And accord- 


ingly, we ſee that humane Nature, which once 


had the beautiful Image of GOD ſhining full upon 
it in Knowledge, Righteouſneſs, and Holineſs, now 
greatly ſtained and polluted ; ſo that it may be 
ſaid of all Men, whether Few, or Gentile, as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, (BY) All have ſinned, and come ſhort - 


f the Glory of GOD. The firſt Sin, of the firſt 


Man, was what we call the Fall, the Fall of the 
(8) 2 Cor. iv. 3, * Prov, xxix. 18. (5) Rom, iii. 23. 
humane 
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humane Nature from its GOD, and Happineſs. 
F know there are ſome who admit of the Fall of 
the firſt Man, according to the Account we have 
thereof, in the Beginning of our Bibles, but ima- 
gine, and I think vainly, that all the Hurt done 
to the humane Nature thereby is, that the Body 


hath received ſome Damage, is weakened, and 


become liable to Mortality. But I ſhould look 


upon it as much more agreeable to Reaſon, as 


well as Revelation, that the Soul, or Mind, the 
chief Agent in Sinning, ſhould be the chief Suf- 
ferer, in the Effects of it; and, as one Act of 
Sin hath turned Angels into Devils, ſo the Sin 
of the firſt Man hath brought an univerſal Diſ- 
order upon the whole humane Nature. By this 
Fall from GOD, the Man has fallen from his 
Perfection, and greatly enfeebled, and debaſed his 
Nature, and brought a Stain and Blemiſh upon it, 
by his Soul's being ſunk under the Power of cor- 
rupt, and vain Affections, and Luſts; by which 
Means, he has loſt the Image of his Maker, which 
was at firſt put upon him, and has contracted the 
Likeneſs of the impure, the falſe, the malicious, 
and revengeful Spirit; and ſo is become unfit, 
both, for the Service of the pure and holy GOD, 
and the Enjoyment of him, until there is a bleſſed 
Change wrought in him, tran/lating of him, out of 


the Kingdom of Satan, into the Kingdom of GOD's 


| dear Son. 

For, that Heart which is naturally full of Sin, 
and Enmity againſt GOD, and wholly bent to 
tranſgreſs his holy Law, muſt. be firſt altered, 
changed, renewed, by the Workmanſhip of the 
divine Spirit upon it, before it can poſſibly be in 
a State of F riendſhip with GOD, or take Delight 
in doing his Will; the Tree muſt be made 
Good, chat the Fruit may be Good : And there- 

fore 
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fore it is we are told, They that are in the Fleſp, 


cannot pleaſe GOD G) ; ; and, Except ye be con- 
wverted, ye cannot enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven. (i) 

| Now the great End and Deſign of the divine 


| Commandment is, to accompliſh this beautiful, 


and glorious Change in the Soul of a Sinner, to 


recover him from the Empire of Sin, and Satan, 
over him, to free him from the Dominion of his 


ſordid Luſts, and Paſſions, and vindicate him into 


E the Liberties of the Sons of GOD, that is, to make 
| a new Creature of him, and reſtore him to that 


Perfection, and Integrity, which he loſt. The 
Pſalmiſt therefore takes Notice of this, as the End 


| of the Commandment, and what ſtamps a pe- 


culiar Excellency upon it; || The Law of tbe 
LORD is perfect, converting the Soul. 

This convinces the Sinner that he is ſo, and 
ſhews him the vile, and odious, Nature of Sin, 
and what a mean and deſpicable Creature it 
renders him, prepoſterous in his Views, irrati- 
onal in his Actions, a Slave to more than 
brutiſh Appetites, ever acting below himſelf, 


| ever hurting and wounding himſelf, and bringing 


Reproach, and Shame, upon himſelf ; ; of all 
which, until he has a therow Sight and Senſe, 
and feels ſomething of the Smart and Pain, in the 
Uncaſineſs of his Mind, at his Condition, he is 
never like to be a true Convert. The firſt Thing 
in Converſion is, to bring the Sinner to a ſuitable 


| Conviction of his preſent wretched, miſerable, 


Condition, by Reaſon of Sin. For the hole need 
not a Phyſician, but they that are fick (k). While 
a Man thinketh himſelf to be whole, be he ever 
ſo ſick, he is not apprehenſive of his Danger, and 

5) Rom. viii. 1 Pſal. . 
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therefore is at no Pains to ſeek out for Help; but 


when once he comes ſo much to himſelf, as, to 
feel himſelf ſick, then a Phyſician will be welcome 
to him, and he will be in earneſt in ſeeking Help 
from him, and in following his Directions, in Hope 
of a Cure. So the Soul muſt firſt feel, perceive, 
and be thorowly ſenſible, of its own ſick, and dan- 
gerous, Condition ; that i is, it muſt be thorowly 
convinced of its own Sinfulneſs, and the infinite 
Evil of Sin, that the J/rath of GOD cometh upon 
the Children of Diſobedience ; that is, it muſt ſee 
it ſelf dead, and damned, in the Eye of the Law, 
by Reaſon of Sin, before it will — to CHRIST 
for Help, or take any Pains to alter its preſent 


Temper and Courſe. And this Conviction 'tis 
the Deſign of the divine Commandment to bring 


the Sinner to. 


Therefore you find the holy Apoſtle Paul, from 


his own Experience, aſſuring of us, (0 That he 


evas alive without the Law once; that is, in his 
' own Apprehenſion, all was well with him, fo 


ſtupidly ignorant was he of the Diſorders of his 


own Heart, and inſenſible of the Irregularity of 
his Actions, and what all would end in, as that 


he knew nothing amiſs in himſelf, and feared no 
Danger : But ( ſays he) when the Commandment 


came, Sin revived, and I died: That is, when the 


exceeding broad Commandment was brought 


home to him, and appeared in its true Light, and 


full Extent, then he ſaw the Life and Power of 
Sin in him, and what a baſe and unreaſonable 


Part he had been acting all his Life long, in tranſ- 
greſſing that holy and good Commandment ; 


and he ſaw what was the Fruit, and Wages, of 
Sin, that it expoſed him to the Wrath and Curſe 
of Almighty GOD ; and this was a full Con- 


5 4 ) Rem, vii. * : 
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viction to him, that he needed a Change both, 
in the Temper of his Mind, and in his State, 
otherwiſe he was a dead Man, dead in Treſ- 
paſſes and Sins, and under a Sentence of Con- 
demnation, as the juſt Puniſhment of all his 
Folly. | oy | 
Beſides ; the Commandment means not only, 
to give us a Sight of our Weakneſs, and Diſor- 
der, but, effectually to recover us from under the 
Power of them; to convince us of our Sin, and 
ſubdue it in us, to break us off from our Love to, 
and Delight in, Vanity, and convert us from the 
Error of our Ways. Therefore it publiſhes to us 
what is the poſitive Will and Pleaſure of our high 
Sovereign, that we may know what our Lord 
and Maſter requires of us; that GOD hath com- 
manded all Men every where now to repent (I) ; 
caſt away from you all your Tranſgreſſions, whereby 
ye have tranſgreſſed, and make you a new Heart, 
and a new Spirit (m) : And again, Waſh ye, 
make you clean, put away the Evil of your Doings, 


from before mine Eyes; ceaſe to do evil, learn to do 


well. (u) Thus does the divine Commandment 
poſitively enjoin Repentance, and Renovation of 
Heart, and Life, upon us: And, that it might 


carry the greater Force with it, and work us into 


a Compliance with what it demands of us, it 
preſſes our Duty upon us with the moſt moving 
Conſiderations, with the Hopes of Pardon, and 
Mercy, from a gracious GOD, if we ſincerely re- 
pent, and turn, from our evil Ways; (o) Let the 
Wicked forſake his Way, and. the unrigbteous Man 
his Thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord, and 
be will have Mercy on him, and to our GOD, for 
be will abundantly pardon : And it threatens the 


ru = n) Exel. xviii. 31. 7 ) Ja. i. 16, 17. 
; i moſt 
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moſt terrible Puniſhment, the moſt amazing Mi- 


ſery, in Caſe we refuſe to hearken to the Demand, 
and chuſe to go on in our Sins; (p) That GOD 
will render Indignation, and Wrath, Tribulation, 
and Anguiſb, io every Soul of Man that doth Evil, 


of the Few firſt, and alſo of the Gentile. And that 


the Threatning might not loſe its Force, by our 
vainly imagining, that a good GOD will not be 
ſo ſevere upon us, but will be betcer to us than 
his Word, he has let us know what he has already 
done unto finning Angels, though a more noble 
Order of Beings than our ſelves : That He hath 
reſerved them, in everlaſting Chains, under Dark. 
=T unto * Judgment of the great Day. 
0 Lea 8 Through the Aſfiſtance of the 
divine Spirit, the Commandment becomes effec- 
| tual for the Converſion of the Sinner. Accord- 
ingly, the Apoſile ſays, (r) The Weapons of our 
Warfare are not carnal, but mighty, through GOD, 
to the pulling down of ftrong Holds, caſting down 
Imaginations, and. every high Thing that exalteth it 
ſelf. againſt the Knowledge of GOD, and bringing 
into Captivity, every Thought, to the Obedience of 
Cbriſt. And when GOD gives Men up to re- 
probate Minds, that the Word ſhall have no 
Power upon them to convert them, it is by making 
heir Hearts fat, and their Ears heavy, and by ſhut- 
ting their Eyes, leſt they ſee with their Eyes, and 
Bear with their Ears, and fhould underſtand with 
their Hearts, and ſhould be converted. (s) 

And GOD has been pleaſed to honour his own 
Commandment, by making uſe of the ' preaching 


of the Word, as the ordinary Means by which 


Sinners have been converted ; z Which made the 


( Raw! ii. 4 9. (4) Jude ver. 6. (r) 2 Cor. x. 4. 
2 1/a. vi. 10. 
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Apoſtle ſay, ( t) I am not aſhamed of the Goſpel of 


CHRIST; for it is the Power of GOD unto Sal. 


vation, unto every one that believeth. Thus by 
the Preaching of Peter, and the other Apoſtles, - 
at Pentecoſt, (u) about three Thouſand were pricked 

at the Heart, and ſaid, Men, and Brethren, what 


ſhall we do ? and they gladly received the Word, and 


were baptiſed. Thus alſo, by the preaching. of 
Paul, (w) the Lord opened the Heart of Lydia: 
that is, ſhe became a real Convert, whoſe Heart 
received the Word, and ſubmitted to it, And 
this is ever the gracious Deſign of the Word, 
wherever it comes, to turn Men from Darkneſs, 
to Light, and from the Power of Satan, unto 
GOD, that they may be made really good 
Men. Wherefore, | 
(3.) The Deſign of the divine Commandment 
is, to ſanctify us, and make us holy; to make us 


Partakers of the divine Nature, and influence us to 
live the divine Life. hereby is given unto us 


exceeding great and precious Promiſes, that by theſe 


you might be Partakers of the divine Nature ( x). 
Holineſs 1s the Glory of the divine Nature ; ( 50 


GOD is glorious in Holineſs. Holineſs, in us, is 
our Conformity unto the Image of GOD, in Righ- 
teouſneſs, Mercy, and Truth &c, and in our 
Love to all that is good, and Hatred of all 
that is evil; and this is to be perfect, as our 
Father, which is in Heaven, is perfecm. This 
is that which the divine Commandment aims 
at, and what it has a direct Tendency to pro- 


* in us. It does not mean to convert us 


from Sin, and leave us in a State of Indifferency, 
or to make us only negatively holy, but it's Deſign 
1s, to make us poſitively holy, in the Stamp, and 


(t) Rom. i. 16. (u) Act. ii. 37, 41. (uv) A5. xvi. 14. 
(*) 2 Pet. i. 4. (0) Exod. xv. 11. | 
Characters 


— 
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Characters of the divine Likeneſs, renewed upon 
our Souls, and in our living in the Exerciſe of 
thoſe Vertues, and Graces, which are required of 
us; that is, That we improve the Grace conferred 
upon us in our. firſt Converſion, and make Pro. 
greſs in mortifying of our corrupt Part, and living 
more in Conformity unto the Will of GOD: and 
it is our own Fault, if we do not improve the 
Commandment ſo as to anſwer the good End 
which GOD aims at, in giving it unto. us. 

Hence it enjoyns Holineſs upon us, in the 
general; (z) As be who hath called you is holy, 1 
be ye bob, in all Manner of Converſation ; becauſe 
it is written, be ye holy, for I am holy. And it 
directs us to the particular Vertues of "which Ho- 
lineſs conſiſts : That (a) whatſoever Things ar: 
true, whatſoever Things are honeſt, whatſoever 
Things are juſt, whatſoever Things are pure, 
whatſoever Things are lovely, whatſoever Things 
are of good Report; if there be any Viriue, 
if there be any Praiſe, think on theſe Things. 
( Add to your Faith, Vertue; and to Vertu, 
| Knowledge ;, and to Knowledge, Temperance ; and 
10 Temperance, Patience; and to Patience, Godli- 
meſs ; and to Godlineſs, Brotherly- Kindneſs ; and 10 
Brotherly-Kindneſs, Charity. 

Hence alſo, it ſets before us, the excellent Ex- 
ample of the moſt holy Life of the bleſſed JESUS, 
his Piety, Devotion, and Reverence, to GOD ; 
his Temperance, Patience, and Humility, in the | 
Government of himſelf ; and his Righteouſneſs, 
Meeknelſs, Benevolence, and Charity, in his Be- 
haviour towards Man; and all to raiſe our Am- 
bition, that we may go and do likewiſe : And it 
entertains us with the Lives of the Prophets, and 
Apoſtles, and other Men of GOD, who were ſub- 
8 1 Pet. i. 15, 16. (a) Phil. iv. 8. (8) 2 Pet. i. 5, 6, 7 
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jiect unto like Paſſions with our ſelves, that we 


may learn to ſhun their Errors, and imitate their 
Excellencies, and ſo be Followers of them, who 
through Faith and Patience, inherit the Pro- 
miſe. 1 5 

This is the natural Effect, and genuine Pro- 
duce, of that Law which is itſelf holy, and re- 
quires Holineſs of us; which has an holy GOD, 


for its Author, and leads to a holy JESUS. The 


Commandment ſhines full, and clear, with this 
beautiful Aſpect upon it, Even our Sanctiſication, 


for this is the. Will of GOD concerning us. (c) It 
tends to beget in us all the Graces of the Holy 


Spirit, Love, Joy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, 
Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, Temperance. Tis the 
good Seed, which, ſown in good Ground, ſpring- 
eth up, in the Fruits of Holineſs, unto eter- 
nal Life. *Tis the incorruptible and immortal 
Seed (d), by which we are begotten again, unto 
GOD, and have the Diſpoſition of our heavenly 


Father ruling in us, and his Image ſhining upon 


us. The Apoſtle James therefore ſays, (e) Of 
his own Will begat he us, by bis Ward of Truth : 
And the Apoſtle Paul glories in his being inſtru- 
mental, through GOD, by the 1 of the 
Goſpel, for the Sanctification of the Corinthians, 
(e) Though you have ten Thouſand Inſtructors in 
Chriſt, yet have ye not many Fathers ; for, in Chriſt 
Jeſus, I have begotten you through the Goſpel. And 
to add no more, hence our bleſſed Saviour, in his 
devout Prayer for his Diſciples, informs us, what 
is the End and Deſign of the Commandment, in 


| that Petition, (g) San#ify them through thy Truth, 


thy Word is Truth, 


(c) 1 Theſ. iv. 3. (d) 1 Pet. i. 23. (e) Jan. i. 18. 
C) 1 Gor. iv. 15. (g) Job. xvii. 17. 3 
3 | This 
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This ſufficiently ſhews us, that the noble Deſign 
of the divine Commandment is, the making of 
us good Men; and that the Goodneſs which it 
aims at, and accompliſheth in all the People of 
GOD, far ſurpaſſes all the Excellency and Good- 
neſs which the greateſt meer Moraliſt could boaſt 
of. Though the Commandment of GOD ſtrictly 
quires Morality, without which there can be no 


re 
Likeneſs to GOD, nor Acceptance with him; 


yet this is not all that is expected from us; but 
there is ſomething more in being a Chriſtian. An 


Heathen may glory in his Morality ; and, indeed, 


conſidering the mighty Diſadvantages he labours 


under, a moral Heathen is a very great Attain- 


ment; but it is juſtly required of the Chriſtian, 
who enjoys a clearer Light, ſtronger Motives; 
and a more powerful Aſſiſtance, that he be, and 


do, more than others (h), who are not favoured 


with the like excellent Means ; that he has more 
noble Principles to act and govern him, that he 
walks by a more exact Rule, and that he be poſ- 
ſeſſed of more excellent Virtues, than ever lodged 
in the Breaſt of a meer Moraliſt : In ſhort, that 
he has the Grace of GOD, a vital Principle of 
ſpiritual and divine Life produced in him, by the 
quickening and enlivening Influences of the di- 
vine Word, and Commandment, accompanied 
with the prevailing Operations of the Holy Spirit 


Vertue, and Goodneſs,, than a Seneca, or a Plato, 
were ever Maſters of. 5 
Thus, under theſe two Heads, of making us 
wiſe, and good, I have endeavoured to ſhew you, 
that the divine Commandment is exceeding broad, 
and has ſuch an Excellency and Perfection in it, 
as is not to be found in all the Creatures; for 
(2) Matib. v. 47. | 


of GOD ; and that Gian exalted and refined 


thus 


14 * 
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thus it becomes perfective of our Nature, renewing 


of us in Knowledge, and Righteouſneſs, by regulat- 


ing of our Powers; and curing the Diſorders of 


our Souls, by recovering of us to a God-like 
Temper, and Behaviour; and rendering of us uni- 


verſally Beneficent; which bleſſed Privilege, un- 
der the firſt Doctrine, I ſhew'd you, the Creature 


was not able to convey to us. 
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SERMON VI. 


PSALM cxlx 96. 


1 Soak ſeen an End of all Per- 


ection; but thy Commandment 
7s erceedin 9 * 


AM upon the 1 Doctrine contained in 
Jo theſe Words, viz. 


Der. MW, The Commandment of GOD is ex- 
ceeding broad. 


I propoſed to evidence the Excellency of the 
Divine Commandment, by diſcourſing on, 


. ian of it. 

II. The Subject-Matter of it. 

III. The Extent of it objectively. 

IV. The great End and Deſign of it. 

And | | 

V. The Duration of it. All of which will 
help to ſhew us the Excellency of the divine Com- 
mandment, beyond what is to be ſeen upon the 
Creatures, 
| - Under 
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Under the Fourth of theſe Heads, namely, 


1V. The great End and Deſign of theſe Com: 
mandment of GOD, I propoſed to take a View 
of its Excellency, as the manifeſt Deſign thereof, 
is to make us, 


1. Truly Wiſe : 
2. Really Good : And 
3. Compleatly Happy. 


J have diſcourſed on the firſt of theſe, 
vizꝝ. RN. 

1. The Deſign of the divine Commandment is 
to make us truly wiſe ; as it affords us the beſt 
Means to be wiſe for the Things of this World, 
but much more as it tends t to make us wiſe to 


Salvation. 


T have alſo ſhewed, | 

2. The great Deſign 'of the divine c 
ment is to make us really Good. And this is 
apparent, in that it is admirably calculated, to be- 
get Faith in us, in GOD, his Being, and adorable 
Perfections, and in JESUS CHRIST as our only 
Saviour ; as alſo to convert the Soul, by convinc- 
ing the Sinner of his Sinfulneſs, and Miſery, and 
turning him from the Error of his Ways ; and 
to ſanctify and make us holy, and God-like, 
giving us the moſt holy Laws, and ſetting before 
us the moſt holy Example ; and by this Means 
to make us really Good. 


I proceed to ſay, 

3. The great End and Deſign of the divine 
Commandment 1 is, to make us compleatly Happy. 
You ſee I keep in my View the two Rules, I 

K 3 formerly 
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formerly. laid down, by which to make Trial of 
the Perfection of any Thing, as it relates to us; 
.and,' when we examine the divine Commandment 
by them, we find there is an exact Agreement 
between them, which is a full Proof of the ex- 
ceeding Breadth, the tranſcendent Excellency of 
it. We have ſcen, under the foregoing Heads, 
that it is perfective of our Nature, and now if we 
take a View of the Aſpect it has upon our Hap- 
pineſs, we ſhall ſee, that the glorious Deſign of 
the Commandment, what GOD intends by 3 privi- 
leging of us with it, and what it has a direct Ten- 
dency to, is, to bring us unto. true, compleat, and 
_ endleſs Happineſs : : It means to afford us all the 
Happineſs, Joy, and Comfort, we are capable of 
here, and bring us to compleat and endleſs Hap- 
pineſs hereafter, 

1. The exceeding Breadth of the divine Com- 
mandment is ſeen, in that Comfort, and Joy, of 
Soul, which it aims at, in us, while we are here in 
the preſent World. We are very prone to be 
miſtaken in our Notions of Comfort, Joy, and 
Pleaſure, and think that they all are to be found, 
in the Poſſeſſion of, what we call, a Fulneſs, and 
Sufficiency of earthly Delights, as Silver, and 
.Gold, Houſes, and Lands, and Children, and 
Friends, and the like; or in the Abundance of 
the Pleaſures of Senſe, and that there is no Joy 
like the noiſy Mirth of Fools, reveling over their 
Cups, and ſporting themſelves with Vanity, or in 
the gratifying of ſome*fleſhly Appetites: Where- 
as, if we do but conſider Things a little cloſely, 
we may eaſily diſcern the Truth of what our Sa- 
viour tells us, (i) A Man's Life, (much more the 
Comfort of it) does not confift in the Mundance of 
tbe Things which be poſſe Helb. The fulleſt Poſ- 


0 Luke xii. 15, 
{-ſfions 
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ſeſſions are often the Companions of an uneaſy, 


diſturbed Mind, and the greateſt noiſy Mirth and 
Jollity is very conſiſtent with inward Perplexity; 


for even in Laughter the Heart is ſorrowful, and 


the End of that Mirth is Heavineſs ; as the wiſe 
Man obſerves (&). But there is a ſpiritual Solace, 
and Joy of Soul, which is peculiarly the Entertain- 
ment, and Satisfaction, of the Saint: An heaven- 
ly Delight it is! Which even the holy Sour nimſelf 
experiences, not always, but only when he is under 
the Influence of the more vigorous and lively Ex- 
erciſe of his Graces, and as it pleaſes his heavenly 


Father ſovereignly to diſpenſe his ſpecial . Favours 


to his Children: And this is a Joy too bright, 
and pure, for the carnal Heart, in its dark, and 


_ polluted State, to have the leaſt Sight, or Taſte of. 


This is a Joy which a Stranger intermeddleihb not 


with, Doubtleſs, the holy and good Man will 
have his uneaſy Senfations, as well as other Men, 


produced, by the Wounds that may be given ta 


his Body, Name, Family, or Intereſt, which he is 
liable unto, in common with others, while he is 
in a World of Sin, and Sorrow: But yet, if, at 
the fame Time, he has that to comfort him, 
which 1s an Over-balance unto all his Pains, and 
is ſufficient to afford him inward Peace and Joy, 
he may well be ſaid to be an happy Man, not- 
withſtanding all the adverfe Circumſtances that 
attend him. And this is the Cafe of every truly 
good Man, he not only has enough to keep 
him from finking under his preſent Difficulties, 
but -to cauſe him to rejoice in Tribulation, 


(1) ; 


Now, this ſpiritual Delight and Joy is all of i: 


adminiſtred unto the Soul, by the divine Cont- 


mandment, as the great Inſtrument the holy Spirit 


0 Prov, xiv. 13. (1) 2 Cor. vil. 4. 


K 4 makes 
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makes Uſe of, to irradiate, and comfort, the re- 
newed Mind. *Tis this makes us the capable 
Subjects of this Joy ; this hands the Comfort out 
into the Soul ; this leads the Soul to the Foun- 
tain, to drink of the pure River of Pleaſures, and 
take in of the Fulneſs of Joys. Hence our bleſſed 
Lord, in that heavenly Diſcourſe he made to his 
Diſciples, a little before his Death, ſays to them, 
(n) Theſe Things have I ſpoken unto you, that my 

oy might remain in you, and that your Foy might 
be full. And fo the beloved Diſciple of our Lord 
tells us, in his firſt Epifle, (n) That which was 
from the Beginning, which we have heard— of the 
Word of Life ;— theſe Things write we unto you, 
zhat your Joy might be full. Here I ſhall take 
Notice of two Things in particular, | 


1. The Commandment adminiſters Support and 
Comfort to the holy Soul under all his preſent 
Afflictions. We know, that-through much Tri- 
bulation we muſt enter into the Kingdom of 60D, * 
and that many are the Afiittions of the Righteous ; + 
yet, nevertheleſs, our heavenly Father, in his ten- 
der Compaſſion to us, hath laid in a ſufficient 
Stock of Comfort for us, in his holy Word, in 
the many Encouragements, and precious Promiſes 
therein ſet before us, ſuted to our preſent Condi- 
tion, be it what it will. 

Not only are we directed thereby, ſo to govern, 
and behave ourſelves, as that we do not, by our 
Sloth and Negligence, our Impatience and Pec- 
viſhneſs, pur Raſhneſs and Inconſiderateneſs, our 
Intemperance and Wantonneſs, our Falſeneſs and 
Injuriouſneſs, and many other fooliſh Ways, bring 
upon ourfelves thoſe many Diſtreſſes and Perplexi- 


2 1. (7 I Jeb . Add, xiv. 22. 
Hal. Mxiv. 19. 
ties, 
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ties, which the ungodly World involve themſelves 
in; but when our heavenly Father ſees it meet, in 
His holy Sovereignty, to lay any kind of Afflic- 
tion and Sorrow upon us, He alſo, for our En- 
couragement and Support, gives us herein His gra- 
cious Promiſe zo be with us (t), and never to leave 
us nor forſake us (u), to upbold us from falling (w), 
and prevent our Burdens from being too heavy 
for us, and upon our earneſt and fiducial Calling 

upon Him, to deliver us out of them, (x) if be ſees it 


best; and, in the mean while, that we may be 


enabled, patiently, and chearfully, to bear what 
He appointeth for us, He aſſureth us, in His 
Word, of His Fatherly Love, and Compaſſion, 
to us, under all, and that He meaneth all for our 
real Benefit and Advantage ; that we may be 
more weaned from a vain and thorny World, by 


our too fond Regards to which we often hurt and 


wound ourſelves, and may be more at Liberty to 
mind, and ſecure, our ſpiritual and eternal Intereſt ; 
to work upon our Corruptions, and purge away 


the Remainder of our Filth, that we may be more 


pure and Godlike ; to ſearch and try us, and dif- 
cover the Reality, and Strength, of our Faith and 
Vertue, to ourſelves, that we may rejoice in the 
Proſpect, and to others, that they may be allured 


unto real Godlineſs; and, finally, to be the Means 


to promote and encreaſe, our future Crown of 
Glory. And who can think ſeriouſly of theſe 
mighty Advantages from the divine Command» 
ment, or have any Perception of them, without 
ſeeing, that here is enough, not only to keep him 


from ſinking into Diſpondency, in the Day of 


Affliction, but, to enable him to count it all Joy 


when he falls into diverſe Temptations ? 


(:) P/. xci. 15. u) Heb. xiii. 5. 2 Ia. li. 100 
(x) Job. v. 19. | 
Thus, 
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Thus, under all our outward, and worldly Sor- 
rows, we may repair to the divine Commandment, 
and find a Word peculiarly 5 to our Cir- 
cumſtances, from which, by a due Improvment 
of it, we may fetch in ſo much of Light and Joy, 
as ſhall raiſe us above the Impreſſions, which our 
Alfflictions would, otherwiſe, make upon us. 
Thus, when we meet with any heavy Loſſes, and 
Bereavements, and we find the periſhing Creature 
wings itſelf away from us, we have this to ſup- 

rt, and comfort us, under all, (o) There is no 

Vant to them that fear the Lord; the young Lions 
do lack, and fuffer hunger, but they that fear the 
Lord ſhall want no good thing : And that, (p) 
there is a good Part, which ſhall not be taken away, 
Thus, under bodily Sickneſs, Pains, and Infir- 
mities, we are told, for our Comfort, () Mbom the 
Lord loveth, he chaſteneth , and ſcourgeth every 
Son, Whom he Trecerveth : if ye endure chaſtening, 
GOD dealeih with you, as with Sons: he chaſteneth 
us for our Profit, to make us Partakers of his Holi- 
zeſs. And that, (7) Our light Aﬀtifion, which is 
but for a Moment, worketh for us a far more ex- 
ceeding and Eternal Weight of Glory. Should 
Poverty invade us, and bring us low in the 
World? we have this for our Vialicum, and Re- 
treſhment, (5) Bleſſed are the poor in Spirit, for 
#heirs is the Kingdom of Heaven > And that, (7) 
GOD hath choſen the poor of this World, rich in 
Faith, and Heirs of the Kingdom. Or, are we re. 

roached, and reviled, and have Contempt, and 
| Fenominy, poured upen us, by the flanderous 
Tongues of thoſe, whoſe Mouths are as an open 
Sepulchre? What a Word of Comfort have we, 


(e) P/al. xxxiv. 9, 10. ( Luke x. 42. (7) Heb. xii. 
6, 7, 10. (r) 2 Cor. iv. 17. (s) Matib. v. 3. (t) Jam. 
ii. 5. 


* 


in 
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in that of our Saviour? (u) Bleſſed are ye, when 
Men fhall revile you, and ſay all Manner of Evil 
of you, falſiy, for my Sate; rejoice, and be exceed- 
ing glad; for great is your Reward in Heaven. 
So that if we are careful not to ſuffer as Evil- 


Doers, but endure Grief, and ſuffer wrongfully, 


for Conſcience towards GOD, this is Thank- 


_ worthy. 


And thus, when we are exerciſed with any in- 
ward, and ſpiritual Trouble, ariſing, either, from 
a deep Senſe of our own Guilt, and daily Im- 
perfections, there is enough in the Commandment 


to revive, and comfort us; as that, (w) Mo is a 


GOD, like unto our GOD ? that pardoneth Iniqui- 
ty, and paſſeth by the Tranſgreſſion of the Remnant 


of his Heritage; he retaineth not his Anger for 


ever, becauſe he delighteth in Mercy. And thar, 
(r) Like as a Father pitieth his Children, ſo the 
Lord pitieth them that fear him: And that, ()) 
Where Sin abounded, Grace did much more abound 


Or, for Fear of the Malice, and Temptations of 


the wicked One, whom we find continually buf- 
fetting of us, and cafting his fiery Darts at us; 


this is our Encouragement, (2) GOD ts faithful, 


who will not ſuffer you to be tempted ahove that ye 
are able, but will with the Temptation alſo make a 
Way io eſcape, that ye may be able to bear it; and 
that, (a) for in that be himſelf hath ſuffered, being 


tempted, he is able to ſuccour them that are tempted: ; 
and that, (5) My Grace ſhall be ſufficient for you : 
Or, from the Withdraw of the divine Favour, and 
the Hidings of the Light of the divine Countenance 
from us; yet even in this ſore Diſtreſs we are not 


left comfortleſs, but may ſtill repair to the Name 


(2) Matth. v. 11, 12. (av) Mic. vii. 18, (x) P/. ciii. 13. 
% Rom. v. 20. (z) 1 Cer. x. 13. (a) Heb, ii. 18. 
(6) 2 Cor. Xii. 9. | * 
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of the Lord, the ſtrong Tower whereto the 
Righteous run and are ſafe ; for he hath ſaid, (c) 
Come, my People, enter into thy Chambers, and ſout 
thy Doors about thee ; hide thyſelf, as it were, for a 
little Moment, until the Indignation be overpag : 

And, (d) for a ſmall Moment have 1 forſaken thee, 
but with great Mercies will J gather thee; in a 


'* little Wrath, I hid my Pace from thee, for a Mo- 


ment, but with everlaſting Kindneſs will I haue 
Mercy on thee, ſaith the Lord, thy Redeemer. 

Thus the exceeding broad Commandment af- 
fords Relief, and Comfort to us, under all the 
Difficulties, and Sorrows, whether outward, or in- 
ward, which any of the People of GOD, are lia- 
ble to, in the preſent World; and that ſuch 
gh. Support, ſo great, ſo ſolid, fo joyous, as is not to 
be met withal in any, nor all, of the Creatures : 
A Senſe of which made the Pſalmif ſay, (e) Un- 
leſs thy Law bad been my Delight, I ſhould then 
have periſhed in mine Aflifion. And it is with a 
peculiar Reference unto the Advantages which he 
reaped from the Commandment, when the whole 
Creation would not ſupport him, under the fierce 
Trials which he met withal, that he ſays, in the 
Words of my Text, I have ſeen an End of all 
Perfection, but thy Commandment ts exceeding 
broad. 

2. Another thing I would obfiree i is, ＋ hat the 
natural Produce, and Effect, of our keeping the 
Commandment is, a true, inward, ſpiritual Joy, 
and Satisfaction of Mind. Surely, there is nothing 
more delightful, and pleaſant, to a rational 
Creature, than the inward Peace, and Satisfaction, 
of his own Mind; that this be calm, and quiet, 
and have nothing to diſturb it. This has been 
the utmoſt Aim of Philoſophy, and the great 
(H Ia. xvi, 20. (a] Ja. liv. 7, 8. (e) BF. exix. 92. 
15 E . « Search. 
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<« Search of wiſe Men has been how to attain it: 
but after all their Enquiry, it will be found, 


that there are no Methods, any can nx upon, 


which will ſo naturally, and certainly, afford this 
inward Satisfaction, as a ſteady, and conſtant, 
Obſervation of the divine Commandment, as a 
firm Belief of all the Doctrines, and a conſcien- 
tious Regard to all the Precepts, contained in that 


ſacred Revelation, will. Hence are thoſe Texts, 


(J) The Statntes of the Lord are right rejoicing 
the Heart. (g) Great Peace have they that love thy 
Law, and nothing fhall offend them. (b) Her 
Ways are Ways of Pleaſanineſs, and all ber Paths 
are Peace. (i) The Work of Righteouſneſs ſhall 
be Peace, and.the Effect of Righteouſneſs, Quietneſs, 


and Aſſurance forever. 


For, let but any Man ſeriouſly weigh the na- 
tural, and mighty Influence it will have upon his 
Mind, to preſerve it calm and ſteady, compoſed 


and eaſy, chearful and pleaſed with himſelf, for 


him to uphold a conſtant Reverence to the di- 
vine Majeſty, and worſhip him in Spirit and 
Truth, freely to approach to him with his humble 


 Supplications for all that he ſtands in Need of, 
and return him the Praiſe of all that he receives 


from him; and to live in the univerſal Practice 


of Righteouſneſs, Truth, and Charity, injuring 
no Man, but being ready to put up Injuries, and 
paſs by Offences, and extend his Beneficence to 


all about him; and to reſtrain his Appetites, and 
Paſſions, by the Rules of Sobriety, Patience, Tem- 
perance, and Contentment in his Station, and 
Condition; and to have his humble Dependance 
on the boundleſs Mercy of GOD, and his firm 


Reliance upon the infinite Merits and prevailing 


(F) P/. xix. 8. (g P/. exix. 165. () Prov. iii. 17. 
(i) Ja. xxxii. 17. = 7:4 | 
| Interceſſion 
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interceſſion of JESUS CHRIST, our only Me. 


diator, for Acceptance, when he has done all; z all 


of which the Divine Commandment teaches, and 


requireth of us x I fay, let any Man thorowly 


conſider, and weigh, thefe Things, in his own 


Mind, and he will plainly fee, and be forced to 
own, That no Man can poſſibly take a wiſer 


Courſe, to preſerve his Mind in perfect Peace, 
and enjoy that inward Satisfaction, and Self- pleaſ- 
ing Delight; which all the Rules of the viſeſt 
Philoſophers could never attain to, than to pay a 
ſtrict, — conſtant Regard to the ery ox Com- 
tnandment. _— 

This, then, is the Solamen of the gracious 


| Soul! | and.it is ſuch a Satisfaction, and Joy, to him, 


as the greateſt Fulneſs of the Profits, the Pleaſures, 


and the Honours, of this World, cannot yeild him, 


nor can the various worldly Sbrrows, he may meet 


with , deprive'him of it: and this is but the genuine 
Effect of GOD's Commandment : for, (4) let. 
but every Man prove his own Work, (bring it to 


the Touchſtone of the divine Oracles: and ſee that 


it agreeth with that ſacred Rule, ) and then be ſhall 


have Rejoicing in himſelf alone. + For what can 
ruffle the Soul, and make it uneaſy, while the 
Man is conſcious to himſelf, that he walks in the 


Ways of Wiſdom, and acts as becometh a 
rational, and religious, Creature? This takes off 


the Offence he would, otherwiſe, conceive againſt 
himſelf, for doing a Wrong, or baſe Thing, and 


makes him pleaſed with himſelf, and his own 


Actions, and gains him the Plaudite of his own 
Conſcience, which is more to a wiſe Man, and 
lays a ſurer Foundation for his inward, ſecret, but 
yet very powerful, Joy, and Pleaſure, than the 
Approbation of all the Men in the World, 


() 2 Cor. LS. 
without 


delivering of us from the Curſe, and entituling of 
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without it. This made the inſpired Apaſtle break 
forth, in that Tranſport of, Joy, (&#) This is our 
Rejoicing, the Teſtimony of our Conſcience, that in 
Simplicity, and godly. Sincerity, not by flefbly Wiſdom, 
but by the Grace, of. GOD, we have had our Con- 
verſation in the World. - Certainly, the Goings of 


ſuch a Man muſt need be pleaſant ; and let the 


World frown, and things about him be thrown 
into great Confuſion, let Friends treat him un- 
kindly, Enemies inſult him, and Nature fail himz 
yet his Path-Way, when he retires within himſelf, 
and takes a Survey of himſelf, and his Actions; 


| affords him true Peace, and Serenity of Mind. 


Hence we read, (J) of all Foy in believing +. 


and, (m) of rejoicing with Foy unſpeakable, and full 


of Glory. For now the holy Soul can ſay, 1 


| © have an advocate with the Father, JESUS 
„ CHRIST the righteous, who is a Propitiati- 


* on for my Sins: and if any thing can yield 
true Joy, and Peace; .to the Soul, certainly a 
Senſe of GOD's being, in CHRIST, reconciled 
to us, and, for His Sake, overlocking our Infir- 
mities, and fully pardoning all our Iniquities, and 
us to the promiſed Bleſſing, will. | 
Hence alſo we read, of the Comforts of the Holy 


Ghoſt (n). For when «hat Holy Spirit brings 


home the Soul unto GOD, and enableth it to 


yield a hearty, ſincere, and univerſal, Obedience 
to the Divine Commandment, He takes up his 


Reſidence in that Soul, and ' ſheds abroad his holy 
and heavenly, Influences in it, by which it is that 
the Soul is made willing, and obedient; and 
wherever He dwells, we may reaſonably expect 
that, there will be true ſolid Joy and Comfort ; 


(4) 2 Cor. 1. 12. 0 Rem. xv. ig. % Fa kW 
(1) Act. ix. 31. | | ; | | 


becauſs 
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becauſe it is His proper Office, as the Divine 
Paraclete, to adminiſter Joy, as well as to ſanc- 
tify ; and therefore is He ſtiled (o the Com- 
forter; who witneſſeth with our Spirits, that 
we are the Children of GOD, and Heirs of Sal- 
vation. 

Thus, the natural Produce of the divine Com- 
mandment 1s, the bright Rays of divine Light, 
and Joy. This is the Foy of the Lord, (p) and 
the Peace of GOD which paſſeth all Under- 
ſtanding (q) ! This Comfort, and Joy, is the Saints 
peculiar Priviledge, and is the higheſt Degree of 
Happineſs he is capable of in this World ; and is 
to him the Earneſt, and Foretaſte of the Heavenly 
State. This the Wicked, who live in Diſobedi- 
ence to the Commandment of GOD, and have 
no Delight in his Word, know nothing of : but 
the Wicked are like the troubled Sea, when it cannd! 
reſt, whoſe Waters caſt up Mire, and Dirt; there 
is no Peace, ſaith my GOD, unto the Wicked T: 
Waſting, and Deſtruction, are in their Paths, the 
Way of Peace they know not ; they have made then 
crooked Paths, whoſoever goerb therein ſball no! 
know Peace 
[The exceeding Breadth of the divine Com- 
mandment is ſeen, in that full, compleat, and 
endleſs Happineſs, which it lead to, in the World 
that is to come. That 20 Man is truly happy, 
until he arrives at his End, has been an old Ob- 
ſervation. For, however it may fare with any 
Man at preſent, we know not what may befall 
him hereafter ; He that is now in the moſt afflicted 


Condition, may, poſſibly, anon, have ſuch an 


happy Turn given to his Circumſtances, as that 
he ſhall never more know any thing that would 


(o) John xiv. 26. (y) Phil. iv. 4. (%) Ver. Jai. 
. i. lin. 7, 8. 7 IP 
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be burdenſome to him, but ever dwell at Reſt, in 


the quiet Poſſeſſion of all that is delightful and 


pleaſant to him : or, however agreeable and fatis- 
factory a Man $ preſent Circumſtances may be to 
him, we can't tell, but, that within a little 
while, he may undergo ſuch a Change, in his Con- 
dition, as to be ſtriped of all that was joyous to 
him, and, inſtead thereof, to have a continued 
Succeſſion of Pain, and Anguiſh, tormenting of 


him. And no Man, that thinks calmly, will 
ſuppoſe, that a preſent State of Affluence, and 


Delight, will render that Perſon Happy, who muſt 
by and by change the Scene, and paſs into a final 
State, and of longer i in Duration, of the extreameſt 
Want, and the moſt exquiſite Pain. No; He 
is the truly happy Man, who ends happily ; who, 
whatever be his preſent Circumſtances, ſhall anon 
poſſeſs all that is agreeable to him, without any 


Mixture of Uneaſineſs, or Fear of his ever 


altering his Condition for the worſe, 
Now, it is the bleſſed Deſign of the divine 
Commandment, to lead us unto this happy End, 


Z to render our final, and laſt, State in which we 


ſhall exiſt longeſt, and from which we ſhall know 
no Alteration, a State of true Pleaſure, and endleſs 
Satisfactions, to us. Tis this that informs us 
of a State of ſupream, and endleſs, Glory, and 
Happineſs, to be enjoyed in the future World, 
after a Period is put to the preſent Life ; without 
which Information we ſhould have had no juſt 
Conceptions about it. (r) Our Saviour FESUS 
CHRIST, who hath aboliſhed Death, hath brought 
Life, and Immortality, to Light, through the Goſ- 
Pel. (s) The Hope which is laid up for you in 
Heaven, whereof ye heard before in the Word EN the 
Truth of the Goſpel. 

r) 2. Tim. l ie. . | 

4 1 . This 
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This ſhew us how, and by what _ this 
happy State is procured for us, namely, by JE- 


SUS CHRIST, who, (2) foraſmuch as the Chil- 


dren are Partakers of Fleſh and Blood, Himſelf alſo 
likewiſe took part of the ſame, that, thro* Death, he 
might deſtroy him that had the Power of Death, that 


is the Devil: by whoſe Blood we have Boldneſs 


to enter into the Holieſt (u), by a new, and living 
Way He hath conſecrated for us, thro the Vail, that 
_ ts to fay, His Fleſb : who, (w) as our Fore- Run- 

ner, is for us entred within the Vail, and (x) will 
come again, and receive us unto himſelf, that where 
He is, there we may be alſo. 

This ſhews us the Path Way leading unto 
Life, and acquaints us with thoſe Terms, which 
GOD hath preſcribed, to be complied with by 
us, in Order to our ſafe Arrival at this happy 
State ; *that (y) He that believeth, and is baptized, 
ſhall be ſaved ;, and he that believeth not ſhall be 
damned: that, (2) they that hear His Voice, and 
follow Him, He will give unto them eternal Life, 
and they fhall never periſh ; that, (a) it is by pa- 
tient Continuance in the Way of Well doing that we. 
are to ſee for Glory, Honour, and Immortality, 
and ſhall obtain Eternal Life. 


*Tis this alſo that qualifies us for the Enjoy- | 


ment of the promiſed Felicity, by pourtraying 
the Lineaments, and Characters, of the Divine 
Image upon our Souls, and making of us like 
to GOD, and meet for the Inheritance of the 
Saints in Light; thus ' tis e Mord of Truth, 
the Goſpel of our Salvation (5); *tis (c) the 
Light of the Glorious Goſpel of Chris, that fhineth 


(t) Heb. ii. 14. (u) EGS X. 49, 20. ( Heb. vi. 20. 
ir. z. (. Mar. xvi. 16. () Job. x. 
27, 28. (a) Rom. ii. 7; (6) Eph, i. 13. 4 2 
6. | 
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into our Hearts, to give us the Light of the 
Knowledge of the Glory of GOD in the Face of 
Jeſus Cbriſt; and (d) we are made Parlakers of 
His Promiſe in Chriſt, by the Goſpel, 

And finally, it is this that aſſures, and con- 
firms, . this Happineſs to us, and according to 
which we ſhall receive our future Reward ; (e) 


This is the Promiſe He hath promiſed us, even e- 


ternal Life; () If ye know theſe things, happy 


are ye if ye do them : and, (g) GOD hall judge 


the Secrets of Men, by Teſus Chriſt, according to 
my Goſpel, The whole Goſpel is a clear De- 
monſtration that this is the great End and De- 
ſign of the Commandment, to bring us to the 
full Enjoyment of true and compleat Happineſs; 
and therefore is it ſaid, (H) % be a Word able to 
ſave your Souls. | 

Thus, the Commandment appears to be ex- 
ceeding broad, in that it leads to compleat Happi- 
neſs, in the World to come; and its Pertecti- 
on will be more fully ſeen, by conſidering the 
Suitableneſs, the Fulneſs, and the Durableneſs, of 


this Happineſs to us. 


1. The Suitableneſs of this Happineſs, *Tis 
a Felicity every way adapted to our Nature, and 
to our Condition. ; 
Tiis ſuitable to our Natures, ſpiritual as we 
are; and this renders it an happy State, in- 
deed, becauſe therein is poſſeſſed what is moſt 
agreeable unto us; ſo that there is no Jar between 
our Nature, and the Objects from whence our 
Happineſs reſulteth. It conſiſteth in ſpiritual En- 
joyments, GOD, and CHRIST, and holy An- 
gels, and the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect: 


for we ſhall then, come to the City of the living 


(i) Eph. ili. 6. (e) Job. ii. 25. (/) Job. xiii. 17. 
2] Rom. ii. 16. (hb) Jam. i. 21. 
12 GOD 
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GOD, io the heavenly Feruſalem, to the Spirits of 


Fuſt Men made perfect, to the innumerable Compa- 


ny of Angels, io the general Aſſembly, and Church 
of the Firſt-born, and to GOD the Fudge of all, and 
to FESUS the "Mediator (9). 
tisfaction, and Joy, are all the moſt ſpiritual, as 
are, in ſome Meaſure, the leſſer Degrees of it, 
which the Saint experiences here: our Bodies 
themſelves will then be ſpiritualiſed, and be no 


more capable of the carnal Joys which now af- 


fect them. The Services, and Employments, of 
Heaven are ſpiritual alſo ; Hallelujahs, and 
Praiſe, and the higheſt Devotion, being the 
Work of Saints, and Angels, throughout an end- 
leſs Eternity. 

*Tis an Happineſs ſuited to our Condition and 
Circumſtances, and contains in it a perfect De- 
liverance from all Evil, both of Sin, and of Pu— 
niſhment. For, chere entreth into the holy City 
above, nothing that defileth, or worketh Abominati- 
on, or maketh a Lye (k). The holy Soul will 
carry no Remainders of Corruption with him 
there, to diſcompoſe, or pollute, his Mind, and 
marr the Pleaſancy of his Society, and Converſe ; 


nor ſhall any tempting Devil there invade him, 


but there is perfect Harmony, and perfect 
Purity. 

There no Sorrow ſhall diſturb us, but (Y) GOD 

ſhall wipe away all Tears from our Eyes; and 
there fhall be no mere Death, neither Sorrow, nor 
Crying, neither ſhall there be any more Pain. We 
ſhall then be ſubject to none of thoſe afffictive 
Evils, wbich our Lives here are often imbittered 
with; nor ſhall the Second Death bave any Power 


over us (m). 
i) Heb, xii. 22. 24. () Rew. Ti 


(4) Ri, xxi. 17. 
Leer. M. 6. | 


The Pleaſure, Sa- 
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This happy State conſiſteth in the Poſſeſſion 
of a ſuitable Good, what a rational, and im- 
mortal, Soul craves after, and is delighted in. 
Then GOD ſhall be all in all unto the Soul; and 
the Poſſeſſion of him, who is the Perfection of 
Beauty, will be ſuch an agreeable Happineſs, 


that the Soul can wiſh for nothing in Heaven 


beſides him. Then the dear Object of our Af- 
tection, who hath ſo loved us as to give himſelf 
for us, to waſh away our Sins in his own Blood, 

will forever appear before us, not, as on Earth, 
with a Crown of Thorns, and his Viſage marr'd 
more than any Man's, but, in all the radiant 
Luſtre of an enthroned Redeemer, furrounded 
with the glorious Retinue of the heavenly Hoſt, 

ſhouting their loud Hoſannabs to the incarnate- 
Son of GOD; and the Sight, and Enjoyment, 
of him, whom here we have not ſeen, bur loved, 
will be the continual Satisfaction, and Delight, 


| of the holy Soul ; whoſe devout Breathings now 


are, like that of the Pſalmiſt, (n) Whom have I in 
Heaven but thee, and there is nothing on Earth 


that I defire bef des thee. 
2, This Happineſs is moft full and ſufficient, 
anſwerable to our Wants, and our moſt enlarged 


Deſires. Tis not only ſuitable unto our Nature, 


but there is enough of it, and to ſpare. There 
is ſuch a Fulneſs, in the Happineſs of Heaven, 
that the Soul cannot poſſibly need any thing more, 
to render it poſſeſſed of true and unſpeakable | 
Felicity, and that far beyond what are it's preſent 
moſt raifed Expectations, and earneſt Cravings. 
For, (o) Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither 
hath it entred into the Heart of Man to conceive, 


how great things GOD bath laid #p for ibens 


that love. him. 


(u) Pf. Ixxiii. 25, (0 9. | 
IL. 3 _ Fulnes, 


D 
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Fulneſs, and Sufficiency, are very neceſſary In- 
gredients in true Happineſs. For, let a Man's 
Poſſeſſions be what they will, yet, if they are 
not, equal to his Deſires, he is miſerable, in the 
Midft of his greateſt Abundance ; becauſe his 
Defires, of what he has not, and cannot have, will 
be a continual Torment to him, Bur here, in the 
Happineſs of the future World, there is an im- 
menſe Fulneſs; not Streams only, but Rivers of 
Pleaſure, not Abundance only, but Fulneſs of 


Joys, which are at GOD's Right Hand (p). Tis 


a ſatisfying Fulneſs, which compleatly fills every 


Appetite of the Soul; and more; the holy Soul 


enters into the Joy of his Lord (q). He is iſwal- 
lowed up with ineffable Delights and Satisfac- 
tions, 

In ſhort ; There 18 enough in GOD, and 
CHRIST, and Heaven, to ſatisfy all the Ap- 

etites of the innumerable Hoſts of Heaven ; 
and, whilſt each particular Believer ſhall have a; 
much as he can contain, there remains an infinite 
Ocean of Delights behind, from whence all the 
glorified Angels derive their unutterable Joys, 
and yet, there is no more of an Abatement, and 
lowering, of the Fountain, than if there were none 
of thoſe Miriads of Streams continually iſſuing 
from it, which everlaſtingly delight thoſe happy 
iris. 
3. Laſtly ; to render this Happineſs truly com. 
pleat, it ſhall never have an End. The Happi- 
neſs, which the divine Commandment leads us to, 
not only ſucceeds to that mixed Condition which 
attends us while we are in this World, and is our 
laſt Stage, after which we ſhall know no other 
State, but it will abide, and continue, with us, 

throughout an endleſs Duration; and this renders 


(p) 27. xvi. 11. 19 Matth. xxv. 21. 
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it a State of Happineſs indeed. A ſhort Fit of 
Eaſe, following upon a much longer one of Pain, 


is exceeding pleaſant z and how greatly 'would 


the Pleaſure be enhanſed, could we beſure the 
Pain would return no more upon us ? What 
then will the long, the uninterrupted, che endleſs 
Delights, and Pleaſures, of Eternity be? How 
Raviſhing! how Tranſporting ! muſt it be, for 
the Soul to feel itſelf in the full Poſſeſſion of perfect 
Tranquility, encircled with all that is entertaining, 
and delightful to it, and co be able to look For- 
ward, and be aſſured, that this State will continue 
forever and ever? This is the Condition of the 
happy Spirits in the heavenly World. The 
Rivers of Pleaſures at GOD's R 

tinue to flow, and will do ſo forever and ever. 
Nothing ſhall be able to dam up the flowing 
Stream; no Duration will be ſufficient to run it 
dry; but, throughout an endleſs Eternity, the 


Happineſs will remain, and increaſe, upon the 


obedient Soul; and the more he receives, the 
more capable will the enlarged Mind be of ad- 


vanced Degrees of it, and be perpetually as filled, 


as it is extended, without ever being cloyed, or 
the leaſt Diminution of the Felicity. 
The great Author, and Object, of this Happi- 


neſs is, from everlaſting to everlaſting (r); and 


this Felicity can no more ceaſe to flow from him, 
upon Suppoſition of a Subject capable of receiv- 
ing it, than He can ceaſe to have a Being. 

The joyful Partakers of this Happineſs are 
purified, immortal Spirits (s), and immortal Bo- 
dies (:) alſo, and conſequently the Happineſs it 
ſelf muſt needs be everlaſting. 5 = 
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Hence the Seat of this Bleſſedneſs is tiled, 
an everlaſting Habitation (u), an Houſe, not made 


with Hands, eternal in the Heavens (w) ; and 
| the bleſſed State is termed, eternal Life (x ; 


Thus we ſee that the Happineſs of the future 


World is perfect and compleat, being ſuitable, full, 


and endleſs ; and that it is the oreat, and noble 
End, and Deſign, of the Divine Commandment, 


to bring us to all of this Happineſs, and fix us 


in it: hence ſaid our Saviour, (y)) 1 have not 


ſpeken of myſelf, but the Father which ſent me, He 
gave. Me a Commandment, what I ſhould ſay, and 


what" T foould ſpeak ; and I know that bis Com- 
mandment is Life everlafking. 
Theſe Things ſhew us, that the Divine Com- 
mandment is exceeding broad, conſidered as to its 
gractous End and Deſign, which, we fee, is to 


perfect our Nature, and compleat our Happi- 
neſs ; which none, nor all, of the Creatures are 


able to Effect. There remaineth one Head more 
to be ſpoken to, which I ſhall. more briefly g 
over, and conclude the doctrifal Handling & 
theſe Words, viz. 

V. The Commandment of GOD will appear 
exceeding broad, if we conſider its Duration, that 
it forever abideth. Duration addeth greatly to 
the Worth and Excellency of Things which are 


_ etherwiſe valuable. Tis This that renders Gold 
the moſt precious of Metals, in the Eſtimation of 


Mankind, that it is leſs Subject to Corruption, 
and Loſs, by Ruſt, or to Deſtruction, by the ſe. 
vereſt Trial the Fire can make upon it, and 
ſo is of a more durable Nature, than any other. 
And this ſt:mps a peculiar Excellency, and Dig- 
nity, upon the Commandment, Law, or Word 
15 Luk. xvi. 9. (de) 2 Gor. v. 1. (x) Rom. vi. 22. 
Job. Xii. 49, 50. | 1 
of 
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of GOD, that, when all the Objects of Senſe 
are fading, and periſhing, in their Nature, yet 
That remaineth fixed, permanent, and abiding, 
and continueth ſtedfaſt forever: for, who ſhall 
change what the infinitely great and wiſe GOD 
has determined; or, alter the Thing that hath 
gone out of His Mouth ? (z) All Fleſh is 
Graſs, and the Goodlineſs thereof as the Flower 
of Graſs ;---the Grafs withereth, the Flower fad- 
eth, but the Word of our GOD ſball fland forever. 
Particularly, . 
1. It may not be improper to obſerve, the 
permanent Duration of that excellent Book, 
which containeth the Commandment of GO, 
and handeth to us the Revelation of the Divine 
Mind and Will unto the World. However the 
firſt Ages of the World, under the Advantage 
of the Longevity of the Patriarchs, might have 
the Knowledge of what GOD had revealed, 


handed down from Father to Son, in a traditionary 


Way, ſufficiently certain, to guide them in their 
Conduct ; Yet as thoſe Revelations multiplied, 
and the Life of Man was ſhortened, the divine 


Wiſdom faw it neceſſary, to direct to a Collection 
of theſe Revelations, (as far as there was Oc- 


caſion, ) and committing them to Writing, by 


Men under the Inſpiration and Guidance of the 


divine Spirit; that there might be a more certain 


| Conveyance of the various Truths, and Duties, 


neceſſary to be believed, and practiſed, to fucceed- 
ing Generations, than the Brevity of Life, Defects 
of Memory, and ſiniſter Deſigns of multiplied 
Nations of Men, would admit of; and accord- 
ingly, all that GOD has ſeen meet to reveal, and 
thought proper to preſerve, through the Series of 
the Old-Teſtament, and the New, until the ſacred 
(z). a. xk, 6. & 


Canon, 
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Canon, the Rule of our Faith, and Manners, 
was compleated, and there was no Occaſion for 
any New Revelation, has been, at different Times, 
collected, and put into Writing, and is contained 
in that Book we call THE BIBLE, the Book of 
Books. 

Nov, it is a Matter well worthy of our Obſer- 
vation, for us to conſider, after what a wonderful 
Manner, this holy Book, containing the Com- 
mandment, Law, and Word, of our GOD, has 
beer. preſerved, and handed down to us, through 
ſo many Generations; notwithſtanding. all the 
Malice and Spite, the Rage and Fury, of the 
World againſt it. When Moſes beheld a Buſh 
burning with Fire, and yet not conſumed, it filled 
him with Wonder; and he ſaid upon it, (a) J 
will now turn afide, and ſee this great Sight, why 
the Buſh is not burnt. That the Word of GOD 
has continued to this Day, after having endured 
ſo many Ages fiery Trial; and all the Flames, 
which the Luſts of Men, and Rage of Devils, 
have kindled againſt it, have not been able to 
conſume it, is little leſs wonderful and ſurpriſing. 
For it 1s very certain, that there is no Book in 
the World ſo directly contrary to the Kingdom, 
and Intereſt, of the Devil, as our Bible is; no 
Book ſo diametrically oppoſite to the carnal 
Views, and ſenſual Pleaſures, of Mankind, that 
gives ſuch a Check to their moſt violent In- 
clinations, that ſo pungently touches them in 
the moſt tender Point, by thwarting and diſturb- 
ing, of them, in their moſt pleafing Gratificati- 
ons, as this Book does, by the ſtrict Holineſs, 
and Purity of its Doctrines, and Laws; and 
therefore it would be no ſtrange Thing, but 
what might be expected, that Earth and Hel! 


Ca) Exod. iii. 3. 
ſhould 
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ſhould. combine together, in their utmoſt Endea- 
vours, to deſtroy this holy Book from off the 
Face of the Earth, that there may be no more 
a Remembrance of it among Men. And accord- 
ingly, the Enemy have made their fierce Aſſaults 
upon the Bible; there have been publick Orders, 
and vigorous Attempts, from the ruling Powers 
of the Earth, to call in, and burn, and deſtroy, 
all the Copies of this Book of GOD ; and yer 
it has outlived all the Spite, and Fury, of its 


perſecuting Adverſaries ; and has been tranſlated 


into moſt Languages, and ſpread over many and 
mighty Nations. While innumerable Writings, 
of merely humane Compoſition, though greatly 
valued by the World, have been eaten out, and 
totally devoured by the Iron Teeth of Time, 


| theſe ſacred Writings, though the firſt born of 


Writings, have remained firm, and ſecure, through 
all Ages, to this Day; and no Attempts of He- 
reticks to corrupt them, have been able to pre- 
vail againſt them, but the Impoſture has ſoon 


been diſcovered, and the canonical Books pre- 


ſerved pure, and uncorrupt, in every material 
2 to our Times: though probably there 

may be ſome literal, and Heſs material Errors, 
through the Miſtakes of Tranſcribers, and Typo- 
graphers, eaſily diſcerned and corrected. So the 
Word of GOD abideth forever, and ſhall do fo 
as long as the World laſteth. And it is no 
weak Argument of the divine Original of our 


Holy Bible, that ſuch a peculiar Care of divine 


Providence has been ſo evidently manifeſted in the 
Preſervation of it, as has baffled all Endeavours 
to ſuppreſs, and deſtroy It. 


If we take a View of the ſeveral Matters con- 0 
tained in our holy Bible, we ſhall ſee that they 


are permanent and durable, I do not mean = 
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the hiſtorical Part of the Bible, (tho* even that, 
being once true, remaineth forever ſo,) but I 
intend thoſe Parts of the Bible which refer to 


our Duty, and our Happineſs : and, leaving 


the moral Part to be conſidered by itſelf, T ſhall 
here only touch upon ſome other Heads 

Thus, if we conſider the ſeveral Revelations 
contained in the ſacred Oracles, we ſhall find, 


that, however they may, many of them, com- 


priſe ſuch deep and myſterious Doctrines in them, 
as the greateſt Search of the humane Under: 
ſtanding is not able to comprehend, yet, they 
are ſuch ſure and certain Truths, as will remain 
forever immutably the ſame : ſo that we may 
ſay upon them all, (5) Thy Word is true from the 
Beginning, and every one of thy vighteous ju 
endureth forever. 

Or, if we conſider the Predictions of the holy 


. Writings, they will all of them appear to be 
infallibly certain, and, as many of them have 


been already exactly fulfilled, ſo, they all ſhall, 
in their due Time, without failing in the leaſt 
Point, receive their full Accompliſhment ; and, 
when they are finally accompliſhed, it will re- 
main an eternal Truth, that they were Predicti- 
ons of ſuch, and ſuch, future Events, and that 
the Event exactly correſponded with the Produc- 
tion. Therefore the Prophet Iſaiah introduces 
GOD Himlelf ſaying (c) I am GOD, and there 
7s none elſe ;, I am GOD, and there 75 none 
lite Mes, declaring the End from the Beginning, 
and, from ancient Times, the Things that are not 
yet done; ſaying my Counſel ſhall Rand, and I 
wwill do all my Pleaſure. 
Or, if we conſider the Promiſes contained in 
the Word of GOD, we ſhall find, that they 
(5) Pjal. exix. 166. (c) 17, xlvi. q, 10. 

| arc 
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are not Yea, and Nay, uncertain, and indeter- 
minate, looſe, and changable, but they are all 
of them Yea, and Amen, ſure; and infallible, 
firmer than Mountains of Braſs, and ſhall all 
of them, without Exception, in due Time, and 
in the proper Manner, be fulfilled unto them 
who are intituled unto them; being founded 

upon the immutable Nature of GOD, which 
admitteth of no Variation, or Shadow of turn- 
ing; and when they are once fulfilled are 
made good forever. Hence the Pſalmiſt ſaid, 
(d) Forever, O Lord, Thy Word is ſettled in 
Heaven; Thy Word of Promiſe is ratifyed 
and confirmed in Heaven; Thy Faithfulneſs is 
unio all Generations. | 
So the Religion, taught us in the Word of 
GOD, abideth forever. Whatever have been 
the Alterations in rhe external Modes, Rites, 
and Ceremonies, of the true Religion, which 
came down from Heaven, yet, as to the Sub- 
ſtance thereof, it has been, and ever will be, 
invariably the ſame ; therefore it is called, (e) 
the Way everlaſting, and (F) an everlaſting Co- 
venant. For there never was, nor ever will be, 
any, from amongſt the ſinful Children of Men, 
received into the Favour of GOP, but through 
a Mediator, making himſelf an Offering, and 
Sacrifice for Sin; and by a ſincere turning 
from all Wickedneſs, and patient Continuance 
in the Way of Well doing. The Terms of 
Bleſſedneſs are forever the ſame. | 

I may add, the Bleſſed Effet of the Word 
of GOD, upon the hearts of Men, is perma- 
nent and abiding. That divine Work wrought 
upon the Soul of a Sinner, whereby he is be- 


5 (4) P/al. exix. 89. (e) Pal. exxxix. 14. (J) x Chron. 
xVi. 47; 
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gotten with the Word of Truth, and has the 
divine Image, and Likeneſs, renewed upon him, 


in a real thorow Converſion to GOD, ſhall ne- 


ver periſh and come to nothing, but be per- 
fected unto the Day of CHRIST ; He that 


| hath begun the good Work, will take care of 


the Coinpleating of it; and the divine Life, 


introduced into the Soul, here, by the Yehicu- 


lum Spiritus, the Chariot of Salvation, ſhall paſs 
over into eternal Glory. However frail the Be- 
liever may be in himſelf, and ſubje&t to many 
Weakneſſes, and Falls, yet, the divine Power 


which has taken Poſſeſſion of him, will not be 


forced to let go it's Hold, but, will uphold, and 
preſerve him; and none ſhall be able to pluck 
him out of the Redeemer's Hands. The Seeds 
of divine Grace, planted in the renewed Soul, 
are incorruptible, immortal, and ſhall never die, 
but flouriſh forever and ever. Hence we read (g) 
of, being born again, not of corruptible Seed, but 
of incorruptible, by the Word of GOD, which 
liveth and abideth forever. 

3. Thepreceptive Part of the divine Command- 


ment is of Everlaſting Duration. I mean the 


moral Part of GOD's Law. For, though poſitive 
Precepts, depending upon the Will- of the Law- 
giver, and the variable Circumſtances of the 
Subject, are alterable, at Pleaſure, and as thoſe 
Circumſtances are changed, yet, the moral Pre- 


_ cepts, which flow from the immutable Nature of 
GOD, and the conſtant Nature, and Relation, of 


Man, remain forever invariable. So the Divine 
Commandment was a Commandment unto Adam, 


a Law unto Tfael, and is ſo to us Gentiles, ſince» 
through the tender Mercy of the moſt High» 


the Light of Iſrael is riſen upon us. So that the 


() 1 Ft. 1,23, | 
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divine Commandment endureth throughout all 
Ages, as well as extendeth to all Perſons. Hence 
the P/almiſt ſaid, () concerning thy Teſtimonies, 
I have known of old, that thou haſt founded them 
forever : they are deſigned to endure forever, 
and are infinitely more unchangable than the 
Laws of the Medes and Perſians. 

Yea, the Divine Commandment is eternal 
Verity, founded upon the infinite Perfections of 
the Divine Nature, to which nothing can be 
added, from which nothing can be wanting, 
and therefore, like the divine Nature itſelf, 
ſhall endure throughout all Generations, and to 
an endleſs Eternity. Hence ſaid our Saviour, 
(i) Till Heaven and Earth paſs away, one Jot, 
or one Title, all in no wiſe paſs from the Law, 
The moralLaw is unchangable, immutable; ſooner 
% ſhall Heaven and Earth be aboliſhed, than the 
* Authority, and Obligation, of the moral Law 


be diſſolved . For though the Believer, when 


he ſhall arrive at his happy Seat, may no long- 
er be a Subject capable of yielding Obedience 
to this, or that, Part of the Commandment ; 
(which was adapted unto him, while he was 
on Earth,) yet, this argueth no Alteration in 


the Commandment itſelf, much leſs a nullifying 


of it; the Commandment abideth ſtill, and 
forever, the ſame ; becauſe the natural, and 
neceſſary, Reſult of thoſe Perfections which e- 
ternally centre in GOD; fo that if there were, 
through an whole Eternity, a capable Subject, 
every Part of the Commandment, including 


Moral Duty, would forever remain in Force ; 


but it only argueth a Change in the Subject, 
and that, becauſe of his, then, advanced State, 
and Condition, this, or that, Part of the 
) BY. exix. 152. (i) Matth. v. 18. + Mr. Burkit. 
— Com- 
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Commandment would have no Relation to 
him. | 

To give an | Inſtance, in that Repentance, and 


Sorrow of Soul for Sin, which, here, is the great 
Duty of every Chriſtian : Theſe are the na- 


tural Reſult of the Perfections of GOD, conſi- 


dered in Relation to a ſinful Creature, as yet a 
capable Subject of Mercy and therefore they 
forever remain good, in themſelves, though, in 
Heaven, there is no Sinner to yield Obedience 
to them, nor, in Hell, any that are the capable 


Subjects of Mercy. Though there may be an 
Alteration in the Capacity, and Relation, of the 
Subject, by which Means he is no longer held under 


Obligation to perform ſuch, or ſuch a Duty; that 
18, is not under Obligations to obey a Law which 
was not made for him; yet there can be no Alte. 
ration, ſtrictly ſpeaking, | in the Nature of the Di- 
vine Commandment ; which is unchangcable, 
as GOD himſelf is. So that there is an eternal 
Excellency in the Divine Commandment. | 

Thus, I have ſhewed you, the Command- 
ment of GOD is exceeding broad, conſidered in 
the Excellency of its Original; it's Nature; and 
the Extent of it, to every Man, and to our 
whole Duty; in it's great End and Deſigy, 
to perfect our Nature, and make us compleatly 
happy; and in it's eternal Duration; And, 
upon the Whole, we ſee, with what good Rea- 
ſon the Pſalmift ſaid, I have ſeen an End of all 
Perfection, but thy Commandment is exceeding broad. 

I muſt now leave the Improvement of theſe 
things to a farther Opportunity, GOD willing; 
Confider . what you have now heard, (or read, ) 
and the LORD give * Unde ſanding in all 
25 bings. 
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SERMON VII. 


PiA CXIX. 96. 


Fl * ſeen an End of all Per- 
ſection; but thy Commanament 
is exceeding broad. 


HE laſt Opportunity I had of diſcourſing 
to you from theſe Words, I finiſhed what. 
I had to ſay upon the Second Doctrine; 
viz. That the Commandment of GOD is exceeding 


broad ; under which I have ſhewed the ex- 


ceeding Breadth, or very great Excellency, of 
the Divine Commandment, in its Original, the 


Subject-Matter of it, it's Extent, the noble End 


and Deſign of it, and in its Duration : and I 
ſhall now proceed to make ſome ſuitable Im- 


provement of what has been ſaid. 


Uſe I. And the firſt Uſe of this Doctrine may 
by Way of Information, to inſtruct and teach 
us, and that in ſeveral thingy, As, 


1. This Doctrine may ſerve to teach us, 


the wonderful Goodneſs, Mercy, and Compaſſi- 


on, of GOD to a miſerable World. The ex- 
ceeding Breadth of the Divine Commandment, 
| M E: we 
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we have. ſeen, lies very much in the gracious 
Ends and Deſigns of it, which are to correct 


the Diſorders of our Nature, and to make hap. 
y Creatures of us; and ſince theſe are the 


excellent Deſigns of the Divine Commandment, 
what GOD aims at by it; and what it is 
admirably adapted unto, we have from hence 
a clear Conviction of the abygndant Mercy, 
Goodneſs, and Compaſſion, of GOD, to fallen 
miſerable Sinners, in ſo highly favouring of us, 


as to make ſuch a Revelation of his Mind and 


Will to us, as may happily recover us from 
our lapſed n the Sinfulneſs, and the 
Miſery of it. GOD might, if He had fo 
pleaſed, have left us in the Condition of fal- 


len Angels, to whom He has made no ſuch 


new Diſcoveries of his Mind and Will, as at- 
fords any Direction, and Encouragement, unto 
them, to return to their Duty to Him, with 
the Aſſurance, of their being forgiven their 


paſt Offences, and received into his ſpecial Fa. 


vour, in Caſe they do ſo : whereas he has 
been pleaſed to deal quite otherwife with us, 
and has given us His Word, his Command- 
ment, the Revelation of his Will concerning 


us, that hereby we might be directed in the 


whole of our Duty, both as to Faith, and Man- 
ners, and that we might have all imaginable 
Encouragement, to return to him, and careful- 


1y attend our Duty, from the fulleſt Aſſurances, 


that, through the Mediation of his dear Son, 
He is moſt ready to admit us into his Friend- 


ſhip, and beſtow upon us all the Happineſs 


we are capable of receiving. What Obligations 
could the divine Majeſty be under to Creatures 
that had loſt their Rectitude, and forfeited his 


Favour, by the 4 of their own Will, to en- 
| tertain 
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tertain one kind Thought of recovering them 


from that Death, and Hell, which was their 
juſt Due, and to give Light and Inſtruction 


to them, to guide their Feet into the Way of 


Peace? And what is there to move the in- 
finitely great GOD, who needs us not; neither 
can be benefited by us, thus to diſtinguiſh us 
with his kind Regards to us ? What, but 
the pure Goodneſs of his Nature, his free and 
rich Mercy, and Compaſſion ? *Tis becauſe 
he delighteth in Mercy (a), that he hath given 
us his Commandment, without which our Con- 
dition had been unavoidably miſerable, nor could 
we have known any poſſible Way of helping 


ourſclves, 


It is true, if we had been left wholly to the 


Light of Nature, without a divine Revelation, 


| we might have ſpelled out ſo much of our 


Duty to GOD, and our Neighbours, as would 
have rendred us altogether inexcuſable in the 
Neglect of it: for the Work of the Law ts 


| tworitten in the Hearts of them, who have not 


the written Law, ſo that they are a Law unto 


| themſelves, as the Apoſtle diſcourſes - (5) and 


ſo much of the inviſible things of GOD is clear- 


| by ſeen, being underfFood by the Things that are 


made, (c) as would have forever condemned us, 


| if we ſhould not have glorified bim as GOD e 


yet this natural Light, alone, would never have 
been able to have anſwered the great Deſigns, 
of perfecting our Nature, and compleating our 
Happineſs ; yea, I doubt not to ſay, it would 
have left us far ſhort of moral Rectitude, and 
altogether in the dark about the Way of Sal- 


vation. For, this inbred Law is fo dimmed, 


(a) Mic. vii, 18. (3) Rm. ii. 14, 15. ( ch. 
1. 80; - ; 
F249 and 
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and obſcured, by the Corruption, and Deprayi- 
ty, which, we certainly find by ſad Experience, | 
attends our Nature, (howſoever we firſt ' came | 
by it,) that we ſhould not have been able, by | 
the Light of it, to have read the whole of our ] 
Duty, nor to have ſeen where our true Intereſt I 
lay; as is very evident if we conſider the ] 
Condition of that Part of the World, in any f 
Age of it, which has been left wholly without n 
a divine Revelation. We very much miſtake 0 
the Force of natural Light, when we imagine, V 
that all we find agreeable to the Sentiments of b 
our own Minds, now that we have the Ad- 
vantage of Revelation, might have been ſuff- 
ciently diſcovered to us by the ordinary Im- 
provement of our rational Powers; whereas this 
only teaches us, how highly reaſonable the di- 
vine Revelation is; that the Duty GOD there- 
in requires of us cannot be ſet before us, in 
it's proper Light, but our Reaſon immediate- 
ly ſees the Equity of it, and acknowledges it 
to be good; and not what we ſhould have 
been able to have ſeen, by the Strength of 
our own Reaſon, without Revelation. It n9 
more infers the Capacity of our natural Reaſon, 
to diſcover the Duties revealed to us, becauſe, 
by the Help of ſuch a Revelation, we can 
trace the Reaſonableneſs, and Equity, of the 
Duty, than our plain beholding Jupiter's Sz 
telletes, or Saturn's Ring, by the Help of 
Teleſcope, or the Animalcula in a Drop of Wa⸗ 
ter, by the Help of a Microſcope, infers the 
Capacity of our Eyes, by their natural Strength, 
and without thoſe Aſſiſtances, to behold them. 
The beſt Evidence of the Power of Nature is 
to be fetched from thoſe Nations, and People 
who never had any Thing but natural Light 5 
1 | guide 
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guide them; and there we ſee, not only a- 

mong the more barbarous Nations, but even 
the moſt civilized, and greatly improved in hu- 
mane Learning, that the Generality of the Peo- 
ple were deſtitute of the Knowledge of many 


moral Vertues, and their moſt learned Men were 


Ignorant of ſome, and that they were all ab- 
ſolute Strangers to true Happineſs ; they knew 
not the only true GOD, the Way of ſerving 
of Him acceptably, nor how to enjoy his Fa- 
vour : And hence we find the greateſt, and 
beſt, of their Philoſophers, as Socrates, and Plate, 
expreſſing their Senſe of the Want, and their. 
Hope, of a future, divine Revelation. There 


| are, indeed, fome moral Duties which do, as 


it were, lie uppermoſt in the humane Mind; 
Reaſon eaſily, and without much Search, dif- 
cerns them ; and there are ſome others which, 
probably, our natural Light might find out, 


| by clofe Attention, and diligent Application. 
| But the Bulk of Mankind are not very capable 


of ſo induſtrious an Enquiry, nor have they 


| Leiſure for it, if they were capable of it: and 


after all, the great and wonderful Diſcoveries 
which Athens, and Rome, have made of moral 


| Vertue, left us in the Writings of their moſt 
learned Men, I am apt to think, that, upon a 


due Enquiry, it will be found, they owed it, 
not to the Force of their natural Powers, which 
lome of them greatly improved, but to. the. 


| Light they received from the Jewiſh Writings, 
| with which they were undoubtedly converſant, 


which contained a Revelation from GOD, of 
what Nature would never have taught them. 
Since ſuch was the Condition of Mankind, that, 


| of themſelves, they could not have come at the 


Knowledge of thoſe things which were. neceſſauy 
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for them to know, therefore GOD, in his great 


| Goodneſs, and Compaſſion, has condeſcended to 
our Weakneſs, and Infirmity, in giving to us 
his written Law, firſtly made known by Revelation 


from himſelf, wherein the whole of our Duty 
is fully, and clearly, ſet before us, and the only 
Way to true and endleſs Happineſs is plainly 
diſcovered to us. 

As the Caſe ſtands with us, at preſent, we 
can neither be recovered from the Imperfecti- 


on of our Nature, nor our State, without a 


Mediator, a Redeemer, appearing on our be- 
half, becoming a Surety for us, obeying the 
Law, and undergoing the Penalty of it ; that 
is to ſay, bearing the Curſe for us, that we 
might not fall under the Malediction of the Law, 
which we have broken. This natural Reaſon 
would never have diſcovered to us, but we 
ſhould forever have wandered, as even the moſt 
polite Parts of Athens, and Rome, did, in Search 
after ſome certain Method, by which to appeaſe 
the Anger of the Deity, whom, natural Con- 
ſcience, from a Senſe of our own manifold 
Miſcarriages, would have told us, we had of. 
fended : and ſo we ſhould have endleſly re- 
mained in the dark about the Way of Salva. 
tion, if GOD had not, in his great Compal 
ſion to us, given us a full, and clear Revelation 
thereof, in his holy Word. 

Thus, we may ſee the Goodneſs of GOD to 
us, both in adjuſting his Commandment to our 
rational Nature, requiring of us only a reaſons 
ble Service, a Service which, when we view it 
in the true Beauty of it, we cannot but ac- 
knowledge to be juſt, and equitable ; a Ser- 
vice which enobles our Minds, rectifies our 
Manners, ſweetens our Relations, endears our 

3535 Society, 
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Society, and is every Way advantageous to us, 


and, at the ſame Time, making known to us 
thereby the Way, the 7 ruth, and the Life, or 
the true Way unto Life, and Happineſs. For 
he has told us, in his Word, that he has pro- 


vided a Redeemer for us, even the Lord JE- 
SUS CHRIST, his only begotten Son, the 


dearly Beloved of the Father, whom he hath ſet 
forth for a Propitiation for our Sin, thro' Faith 
in his Blood (d); He has aſſured us of the 
Fulneſs, and Sufficiency, of the Merits of his 


Obedience, and Suffering, by his Reſurrection 
from the Dead, of which he has given Aſſu- 


rance to all Men, where the Goſpel is preached ; 
and he graciouſly invites the greateſt Sinner of 
us all to come to the Blefled JESUS, and yield 
the Obedience of Faith to him, and live. Thus 


75 GOD, in CHRIST, reconciling a guilly World 
unto himſelf, not imputing their Treſpaſſes unto 


them (e). And if it had not pleaſed GOD thus 


to reveal his Deſigns of Grace and Favour to 


us, in his holy Word, we ſhould, doubtleſs, have 
periſhed among thoſe that are loſt, Hence it 1s 
that his Commandment 1s called (f) the Word 
of his Grace : not only becauſe, by it, he work- 


eth Grace in our Souls, but in that it is an Act 


of free Grace, and rich Goodneſs, in GOD, to 
priviledge us with a Divine Revelation. 

The divine Commandment aims at the Reco- 
very of us from all the ſad Effects of our A- 
poſtacy, and to bring us unto GOD, and Hap- 
pineſs : and however natural Light was ſuffici- 
ent unto innocent Man, while as yet there was 
nothing to blind his Mind, and bias his Will, 
and Affections, ſo that he might have ſeen his 


(4) Rem, ili. 24, -er. v. 19. (/) 4 
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Duty clearly, and, poſſibly, have performed it 
fully, and ſo have ſecured the Favour of GOD, 


and his own uninterrupted and endleſs Happi- 


neſs; yet Sin has ſo obſcured the Underſtand- 


ings of Men, and prejudiced the Powers of their 


Souls, in Favour of what is agreeable to the 
Senſes, and the lower Appetites, and againſt 


what would any Ways abridge them of the Gra- 


tifications of Senſe, that under the Influence of 
natural Light, alone, we ſhould never be able 
to diſcover every Myſtery of Iniquity, nor be 
ſufficiently moved to part with our beloved Luſts ; 


and, of Conſequence, we ſhould never be reco- 


vered from the ſad Effects of our Fall, to the 
Grace and Favour of our GOD. Hence the 
Apoſtle ſays, (g) The natural Man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of GOD ; for they are 

Fooliſhneſs unto him; neither can he know them, 
becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. And our 
Saviour obſerves, (5) if the Light that is in thee 
be Darkneſs, bow great is that Darkneſs ? So 
that I cannot ſufficiently wonder at it, that Men 
of Learning, and Thought, and ſuch as ſet 


| themſelves up for a polite Way of thinking, 


and reaſoning, ſhould be ſo fond of their na- 
tural Light, as, for the Sake thereof, to diſcard 
divine Revelation; when it is apparent, not 
only, that they are beholden to Revelation for 
their Maſter Thoughts, but, without it, they 
would be deſtitute of the cleareſt Light, and 
the ſtrongeſt Arguments, that can have any mo- 
ral Influence upon a reaſonable Creature, to a 


cConſtant and diligent attendance upon even mo- 


ral Duties : that is they would be deſtitute of 
the beſt Means, to live like GOD, and to en- 
Joy his Favour forever. ; 


(g) 1 Cor. ii. 14, ( Math, vi. 23. 
l But, 
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But, bleſſed be GOD ; we are advantaged 
with a divine Revelation : and. as this was 
the peculiar Profit of the Fewiſh Nation, above 
all People, that unto them were committed the 
Oracles of GOD (i); fo now is it our ſpecial 
Advantage, fince, through the tender Mercy of 
the moſl High, the Day-Star has riſen, and 


| ſhined, upon us Gentiles, and CHRIST has been 


given for a Light, to lighten the Gentiles, as 
well as to be the Glory of his People Iſrael. 
And as they did of old, ſo ought we to ee, 
and own, the Goodneſs of GOD to us herein, 
and ſing his Praiſe : (r) He hath ſhewed his 
Word unto Facob, his Statutes and Judgments un- 
40 Iſrael ; He hath not dealt ſo with any Nation, 
&s for his Judgments they have not known them : 
Praiſe ye the LORD. And indeed our Obliga- 
tions to Gratitude, and Thankfulneſs, are ſo much 
the greater, by how much the Light of the 
Goſpel hath ſhined more full, and clear, upon 
us, in the more abundant Diſcoveries of the 
Perſon, - Nature, Offices, and Benefits, of the 
Meſſiah, and in the more evident Teſtimony, 
and Aſſurances, of Life and Immortality, than 
it did upon them; and GOD has been gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to ſpeak plainly unto us, whereas 
he ſpake very much in Parables, Types, and 
Shadows unto them. = | 
O how great is his Goodneſs ! That thus 
the Bleſſing of Abraham ſhould come upon us Gen- 
tiles, and unto g, now, pertaineth the Adoption, 
and the Glory, and the Covenant, and the giving 
the Law, and the Service of GOD, and the Pro- 
miſes; that now unto us is this Grace given, 
that, among us Gentiles, the unſearchable Riches 


of CHRIST are preached ; to the intent, that 


„%) Rem. iii. 1, 2. (A) Pf, cxlviii. 19, 20. 
no 
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now unto Principalities, and Powers, in beavenly 
Places, might be known, by the Church, the ma- 

nifold Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, of GOD : to uſe 
the Language of the * Apoſtle (1). 


gg. Is the Commandment of GOD exceed. 
ing broad ? then we may, from hence, learn 
the indiſpenſable Obligation we are under to 
keep it; that we ought always to keep, and 
do, all that the Lord our GOD hath com- 
manded us: that we ought. to be obedient, 
univerſally, and forever obedient, 
_ Particularly, 


(1.) From hence we learn our Obligation 
to keep the Commandments of GOD. The 
divine Original, the excellent Nature, and the 
bleſſed Deſign of the Commandment plainly, 
and ftrongly, infers this. | 

1. Our Obligation to a due Reſpect to the 
divine Commandment is plainly inferrable from 
the divine Original of it. For, if the GOD 
that made us, and all the World, and to 
whom we muſt finally be accountable, hath made 
known his Mind and Will to us, and ſhewed 
us what He requires of us, it is very certain, 
that then we are under all poſlible Tyes, and 
Engagements, to remember and do as he hath 
commanded us. Since it is the Commandment 
of GOD, and derives from the eternal Deity, 
we ought to give a ſuitable Entertainment to 
it, and believe all that he has made known to 
us, as Articles of our Faith, and obey all that 
is required of us, as Matter of our Practice. 

Thus, we Jearn, from the divine Original of 
the Commandment, that we ought firmly to 

(Y Gal. iii. 14. Rom. ix. 4. Eh, iii. 8, 10. 
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believe it: becauſe every Word, which GOD 


hath: ſpoken, is a faithful Saying, and worthy 
of all Acceptation by us. For GOD ig not a 
Man, that He ſhould lie (m); yea, it is im- 


' poſſible for GOD to lie (n) , for the Lord is a 


GOD of Truth, Juſt, and Right, is He (o). When 
therefore it can be ſaid to us, thus faith He 
that is holy, He that is true, there is no Room 
for us to heſitate whether we ought to believe 
what is ſpoken, or no. Our own Reaſon tells 


us, that infallible Truth ought to be believed; 


and we cannot poſſibly withhold our Aſſent 
from what we know to be infallibly true, with- 
out putting a Force upon ourſelves, and doing 


Violence to our own Underſtanding. *© It is 


© not to be wondered at, that they, who are 
© poſſeſſed with the firm Perſwaſion of an in- 
© fallible Chair, upon Earth, ſhould ſwallow the 
groſſeſt Abſurdities, when they are dictated 
* from that Chair, by an implicit Faith ; but 
the greateſt Wonder is, that any Men ſhould 


have ſo little Reaſon, as to imagine, that In- 
© fallibility is to be found in a fallible Crea- 


© ture. But that GOD is infallible, is moſt e- 
vident to our Reaſon, becauſe he is infinite in 


Underſtanding, and therefore cannot poſſibly be 


impoſed upon ; and infinitely pure, and Good, 
and therefore cannot deceive any, by giving 
them a falſe Account of Perſons, or Things ; 
There are no natural, or moral, Imperfections 
in GOD, to render His Word ſuſpicious, pre- 
carious, and fallible; and hence it plainly fol- 
lows, that whatever he makes known to us, is 
infallibly true, and therefore to be credited, by 
us, purely upon His Word, whether we are 


(m) Num. xxiii. 19. (=) Heb. vi. 18. (e) Deut. 
XXX, 4. | | | 
| able 


172 The Excellency of the Serm. VII. 


able to underſtand all that is contained in 
what He has ſpoken, or no. For the Supream 
Being, who has furniſhed us with Underſtand- 
ing, never meant to give us the Power to ar- 
raign his Veracity before the Barr of our Rea- 
ſon, nor may we aſſume it to ourſelves to ſit 
in Judgment upon the Truth of what he has 
faid ; he has given us Reaſon, indeed, to 
judge of the Clearneſs, and Strength, of the 
Evidences that are brought in Proof of a di- 
vine Revelation, or whether what is pretended 
to have been ſpoken by GOD be really fo, 
or no : and thus we are not, preſently, to 
believe every Spirit, and bold Pretender that may 
come to us, as he ſays, in the Name of GOD, 


but are commanded to try the Spirits whether 


they are of GOD; (p) to ſearch and prove their 
Credentials, whether they bring with them plain 
and full Evidences of their being fent from GOD ; 
and, if, upon Examination, it be found that 
their Credentials are authentick and valid, and 
ſufficient to determine our reaſonable Minds, 
that GOD thereby ſpeaks to us, it is not for 
us then to proceed to try and judge, whether 
what GOD has thereby ſpoken be true, or no, 


before we will give credit to it ; no ; GOD 


demands it of us to believe what he has ſaid, 
upon the Truth -of his Word, and not upon 


our Capacity of diſcerning the Truth of it, or 
upon it's Agreement with ſuch Maxims, and 


Principles, as we have taken up with, or ſuch 
Ideas, and Conceptions of Things as we have 
formed in our Minds. is 

All the Difficulty here will lie in the Evidence, 
and Aflurance, that what we are to believe is 
truly a divine Revelation ; and if the Evidences of 


(pU) 1. Job. iv. 1. 
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a. Thing's being a Revelation from GOD are full, 
and ſtrong, there ought then to be no Difficulty 
with us in our crediting of it; becauſe Truth 
itſelf can never deceive. It is readily acknow- 
ledged, that there are Myſteries in Religion, 


though ſome, I know, would perſwade us there 


are none. I do not mean that the Propoſition, 
in which the divine Revelation 1s expreſſed, is 
myſterious, for then, I ſuppoſe, we could not 
know the Terms of the Propoſition, and fo, I 
think, could not poſſibly believe it ; becauſe 
it would contain juſt Nothing at all in it, no- 
thing to us, whatever it might do to thoſe 
that underſtand the Terms of it ; but it 
would be, to us, as a f{faled Book, which we 
could neither read, know, or believe, any thing 
contained in it. But I mean, that, though the 
Propoſition be ever ſo plain, and clear, and the 
Terms of it perfectly well underſtood by us, 


and ſo it hands to us, a certain Truth, ſuf- 


ciently knowable, yet, it contains in it ſuch 
Doctrines as are, in the Nature of them, my- 
ſterious to us, and beyond our Underſtanding 
how ſuch Things can be. When a Propoſition 


can be demonſtrated to be true, (as what is proved 
to be from GOD certainly is, ) it ought to be of 


no Weight with us, nor give us any Uneaſineſs, 
that it is © impoſſible for us to comprebend, or 
frame any adequate or compleat Ideas, of the 


Manner how the Things ſo demonſtrated can 


be; or that there are ſuch perplexing Diffi- 

© culties on the other ſide, which merely for 

want of adequate Ideas of the Manner of the 

* Exiſtence of the Things demonſtrated, are 

not eaſy to be cleared. And it is very 

* Vid. Dr. Sam. Clark, of the Bring and Attributes 
&C. p. 10. | oF 
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wrong to reject, and diſown, That for a di- 


vine Revelation, (and *tis a falſe Way of ar- 
guing to conclude, that there can be no Evi- 
dences of it's being a divine Revelation, ) be- 
cauſe it contains ſuch Doctrines in it as we are 
not able to comprehend : for this would be 


for us to make our own Reaſon, and Know- 


ledge, and not the Truth of GOD, the Foun- 
dation of our Belief. And the Abſurdity, and 


Fialſeneſs, of this Way of Reaſoning, however 


lite, and concluſive, ſome Men may think it, 
will evidently appear, by applying it to the moſt 
familiar Inſtances in Nature. It is a very plain 
Propoſition, the Terms of which are ſufficiently 
underſtood by every Child of Ten Years old, That 
Fire burneth. But can any Thing be more ridi- 
culous, and abſurd, than for any Man, (and 
much more any Man pretending to a ſuperior 
Genius, greater Learning, and Philoſophy, and 
a more maſterly Way of thinking,) to deny the 
Truth of this Propoſition ; meerly becauſe he 
knows not what Fire is, in the rea] Nature of 
it, nor how it burneth ? A Philoſopher may 
ſhew ſome Smartneſs, indeed, and try his Bro- 
ther Philoſopher's Powers, by diſputing againſt 
this Propoſition, there is local Motion, which 
however plain, yet has it's Difficulties ; but 
ſhould any one that ſets up for a Philoſopher, 
in ſober Earneſt, deny local Motion, and for this 
Reaſon; becauſe he could not reconcile it to 
ſome Difficulties that occurred to him, he would 
only render himſelf juſtly ridiculous, and every 
unlettered Perſon could ſhew him his Folly, 
only by walking a few Steps. And is it not 
an equal Degree of Weakneſs, and Folly, for 
any Man to deny a divine Revelation, ſuffici- 
ently confirmed, purely becauſe he cannot _—_ 
and 
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ſtand the Nature of the Thing revealed, though 
the Terms of the Propoſition are plain, and eaſy. 


Certainly, whatever GOD makes known is true, 


whether we underſtand the Nature of it, or no; 
and becauſe GOD hath ſpoken it, therefore we 
are obliged to believe it. So that the Divine Ori- 
inal of the Commandment obliges us moſt firmly 
to believe all the Revelations, Doctrines, Promi- 
ſes, and Threatnings, contained in it. | 
And ſo does it equally oblige us to obey the 
Precepts of it. For GOD is not only true in 
what he ſays, but he is our Sovereign, and has an 


original, underived Right, by Virtue of his being 


GOD, to enjoyn us what Law he pleaſes, and 
demand our Obedience to it. Therefore this is 
prefixed to the Epitome of the divine Command- 
ment, I am the Lord thy GOD (p); which ſhews 
us the unqueſtionable Right GOD has, as he is 
GOD, and our GOD, to command us, and the 
ſtrong Obligation we are under to obey him : 


even ſuch an Obligation as it is not in the Power 


of GOD himſelf to diſpence with, and free us 
from the Bonds of. The Lord is our Maker; 
we are the Workmanſhip of his Hands, and be- 
cauſe he hath made us, and not we ourſelves, 
therefore he is our rightful Sovereign, and can- 
not but be ſo, unleſs we can ceaſe to be his 
Creatures: He is Lawgiver, our King, and our 
Judge, whoſe Prerogative alone it is to be obeyed, 
in whatſoever he commands us; for the Ex- 
cellencies of his Nature will not admit of any 
Injunction, but what is worthy of a GOD, and 
what is beſt for his Creatures; and his Commands 


cannot poſſibly interfere with any prior, and ſupe- 


riour, Obligation we are under, becauſe there is 


none prior, none ſuperiour to him. Befides he is 


(8) Exid. xx. 2. 
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our conſtant Preſerver, and bountiful Benefactor, 
from whom we receive our All, and in whom 
all our Hopes are laid up; So that Diſobe- 
dience to any of his known Commands challen- 
ges his Right, and Authority, over us, denies 


him his peculiar Honour, and ſlurs the Luſtre 


of all his Perfections, renounces our Dependance 


on him, and diſowns his Kindneſs to us, and fo 


is at once the higheſt Rebellion, and the black- 
eſt Ingratitude. But, ſince he is GOD alone, 
he is jealous for the Honour of his Name, 
and will not ſuffer any of his Glory to be ta- 


ken from him, eſpecially this natural Homage, 


Obedience to his Commands. And #thinkef thou 
this, O Man | thou that liveſt at Defiance with 
GOD, thy Maker, in thy known Diſobedience, 


and Contempt of his Authority, by doing what 


he has forbidden to thee, or by neglecting to 


do what he has required of thee, thinkeſt thou, 


that thou ſhalt eſcape the righteous Fudgments of 
GOD ? Verily, whatever the Sinner may ima- 
gine, the Time will come, when GOD will 
cauſe his Jealouſy to burn like Fire, and mani- 
feſt his Indignation in flaming Rebukes, upon 


ſibility of their eſcaping. 


2. The excellent Nature of the divine Com- 
mandment infers our Obedience. The more ex- 
cellent the Rule of our Conduct is the more 
it deſerves our Regards: for we ought ever 
to act as reaſonable Creatures, and walk by the 
beſt Rules. But what is there ſo excellent, for 
the Rule of our Behaviour, as the Divine Law 
is ? How admirably is it adjuſted to the Ho- 


nour of the Law-giver, and to ourſelves, our 


Nature, Capacity, and Intereſt ? *Tis the only 
perlect 
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perfect Rule of Rectitude, and Purity. The 
Words of the Lord are pure Words, as Silver 
tried in the Furnace, purified ſeven Times (4). 
That is, it is wrought up to the higheſt De- 
grees of Excellency ; To that there wants no- 
thing to compleat it's Perfection, and recom- 
mend it to our Acceptance: and needs muſt 
it be ſo, becauſe it is the Reſult of infinite Wiſ- 
dom. Thus it is a moſt perfect Rule to us, 
and we need never to fear our miſtaking of our 
Way while we clofely obſerve it. Beauty charms 
the Eye, and Harmony captivates the Ear, and 
we are not wont to act ſo unreaſonably as not 
to give the Preference to what we know to be 
moſt excellent in its Kind. And what is there 
that can be more agreeable to the Sentiments 
of our rational Minds, than to govern ourſelves, 
in all our Conduct, by that Rule which is beſt, 
which is true, certain, determinate, and ſafeſt for 
us? which can never lead us out of the Way, 
and in our Conformity unto which, only, we 
act wiſely, in doing what is beſt for us, and 
ſafely, in doing what we ought to do, both in 
our perſonal, and relative Capacity, whether in 
The Family, State, or Church ? So that be- 
cauſe the Divine Commandment is moſt excel- 
lent in itſelf, it ought to be embraced by us, 
and obſerved as the Rule of our Walk ; and 
we cannot, knowingly, act contrary thereto, with- 
out doing Violence to right Reaſon, and expoſ- 
ing ourſelves to our own juſt and ſevere Re- 
proaches, by refuſing to praiſe what, we are 
forced to own, is a moſt excellent Law. But 
this Argument will appear more fully under the 
next Head, 


P/. xii. 6, | | 
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3. The End and Deſign of the divine Com- 
mandment infers Obedience : whether we con- 
ſider it, as it reſpe&s Society, or our Selves in 
particular. 

For, if we conſider the divine Commandment 
as it reſpects our Society, and Relation, to one 
another, ſo it is the juſt Rule, and Meaſure, of 
our Conduct, and Behaviour towards our Fellow- 
Creatures; it ſhews us how we may be truly 
ſerviceable in the World, and promote the pub- 
lick Good, and Welfare, by the Practice of 
theſe, and thoſe Vertues, which will render us 
obliging, beneficent, and helpful, to all about 
us; and by carefully avoiding ſuch Vices, and 
Irregularities, in our Temper, and Behaviour, 
as would render us hurtful, and injurious, to 
one another. Thus it ſweetens our Tempers, 
improves, and betters, our Manners, and lays it's 
Reſtraints upon our unruly Luſts and Paſſions, 
and prevents the diſmal Effects of their unbrid- 
led Rage, and puts us upon the Exerciſe of u- 
* Benevolence, and Goodneſs, and ſo makes 

us profitable Members of the Body Politick, Or- 
4 in the Church, and Delights in the 
Family. Now, certainly, a Law, ſo admirably 
calculated for the general Service of Mankind, 
ought to be obeyed. For without ſomething 
of this, there would be no quiet, and peaceable, 
living in the World; but every Man would 
turn a Beaſt of Prey upon his Neighbour, and 
the World would preſently wear the Face of 
the wildeſt Anarchy, and Confuſion. *Tis the 
want of a due Regard to the divine Command- 
ment which renders the World fo bad as it is, 
at preſent : this introduces Tyranny, and Op- 
preſſion, among the higher Orders of Men ; 
Mutiny, Sedition, and Rebellion, among Inferi- 
ours 
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ours; Injuſtice, Rapine, Cruelty, Hatred, Strife, 
Revenge, and the like, among Equals. And 
whilſt the great Props of the World, Righte- 
ouſneſs, and Truth, ſo much fail from among 
the Children of Men, it is no Wonder to hear 
Men complain of the Badneſs of the Times, 
and the Difficulty of living; and, believe it, 
there is nothing, the Wit of Man can invent, 
that will ever correct, and mend, the Times, 
without a more conſcientious Obſervation of the 
divine Commandment : the Thought of which 
alone, one would be ready to ſuppoſe, ſhould have 
it's due Influence upon us all, to move us, to 
take more Heed to our Ways, and govern our 
ſelves according to the Word of GOP, that 
excellent Rule of all our Actions. 

But then, if we conſider the divine Command- 
ment, as it more particularly relates to Ourſelves, 
we ſhall ſee how indiſpenſibly we are obliged to 
obey : a 1 

For, as ever we would be freed from the do- 
— Power of thoſe Luſts, and Paſſions, of 
Concupiſcence, Covetouſneſs, Pride, Anger, Wrath, 
Malice, Revenge, and ſuch like, which fret, and 
diſturb, our Minds, and give us the greateſt Un- 
eaſineſs; as ever we would have our vicious, and 
unreaſonable Prejudices, againſt what is truly good, 
and profitable to us, removed, and have our Un- 
derſtandings brightened, our manifold Diſorders 
cured, and would poſſeſs ourſelves, with Calm- 
neſs, and Serenity, certainly we are concerned 
to be very careful to keep the Commandments 
of our GOD; becauſe nothing, without this, 
will give us the Maſtery over what is prejudicial | 
to us, and afford us inward Satisfaction. And 
let but the covetous Worldling, the impure Sen- 
ſualiſt, and the raging Mad-man, think a little 
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ſeriouſty, how much the Prevalency of thoſe Luſts, 
and Paſſions, over him, 1s truly a Burden to him, 
and lays the Foundation of moſt, if not all, thg 
Sorrows he meets with, what unaccountable Pains, 
and Difficulties, he 1s at to gratify them, what 
unknown Struggles to ſcreen, and defend them, 


what perplexing, and ſometimes inextricable, 


Broils they intangle him in, and, at the ſame 
Time, how much it debaſes him below the Dignity 
of his Nature, hurries kim into unmanly Actions, 
and not ſeldom brings very, grievous Hurt, and 
Damage, upon his. Perſon, and worldly Intereſt ; 
J fay, et him but ſeriouſly conſider theſe things, 
and he will plainly ſee, that it is richly worth his 
while to endeavour to rid himſelf of ſuch trou- 
bleſome Companions, fuch baneful Inmates, by 
a cloſe Adherence to the divine Command- 
ment, which will render him Maſter of him- 
ſelf, and pleaſed with his own Actions. 

Nay ; as ever we would entertain any well 

rounded Hope of eternal Happineſs, we are 


indiſpenſibly obliged to Obedience. For, though 


our Obedience to the Divine Commandment is, 
by no Means, meritorious of future Happineſs, 
yet it is the ſure Way to it; the Way which 
the unerring Wiſdom, and ſpotleſs Purity, of 
the Divine Nature have marked out for us 

and a Man may as reaſonably hope, to —— 
his animal Life, without Food, as think to ob- 
tain true Happineſs, which is the Life of the 
Soul, without Obedience; Nay, more : for 
the Life of the Body is not ſo neceſſarily de- 
pendent upon Food, but that GOD can ſup- 
port it without any; but GOD Himſelf can- 
not make a Soul happy, without Holineſs ; 
becauſe this would imply a Contradiction to the 


Divine Nature, and to our own. Hither looks 
all 
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all the Grace of the Goſpel, as well as all the 

ofitive Commands of the divine Oracles, and 
JESUS CHRIST 7s the Author of eternal Sal. 
vation unto them, and them only, that obey 
Him (r). And who, in his Wits, would not 
think an eternal State of compleat Happineſs 


worth his ſtriving for? That Man, mult firſt 


diveſt himſelf of his very Nature, who has no 


Deſires after Happineſs ; and he muſt ceaſe 
to think rationally, who can imagine he may 


be happy, without being obedient. Thus you 
ſee, that, ſince the Divine Commandment is 
exceeding broad, it neceſſarily infers our Obe- 
dience to it, and you ſee alſo how ſtrong our 
Obligations to Obedience are. 


(2.) As it infers Obedience, in the general, 
ſo does it particularly, with Reſpect to each, 
and every one of the divine Commands : that 
our Obedience be univerſal, and without Ex- 
ception. For, they are all the ſame, in the 
Dignity of their Original, the Excellency of 
their Nature, and the ame noble End and De- 
ſign is purſued, by them all. The ſame Au- 
thority that enacted one Command, has enact- 
ed all ; they all bear the evident Impreſs: of 
the ſupream Lord of all upon them ; and there- 
fore are all to be obeyed by us. If we urge 
upon you the Practice of any Duty, which 
GOD has not required of you, regard us not. 


_ Examine, with the noble Bereaus (5), whether 


the things we preach to you, for divine Com- 
mands, are agreable to the Mind and Will of 
GOD, or no; and if they are not, reject 
them; but if we publiſh to you nothing more 


than what GOD demands of you, then you 


(7) Heb. v. 9. (5) Ack. xvii. 11, | 
= = dughs 
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ought to pay a due Regard thereunto, and do 
accordingly, and that, not becaufe we tell you, 
This is your Duty, but, becauſe the Lord your 
GOD requireth it at your Hands. 

It is very poſſible, indeed, that we may not 
be able to ſee into the Reaſon of all the divine 
Commands, though we may of many of them ; 
yet this is no ſufficient Objection againſt our 
Obedience to them, when we know they are 
the Commands of GOD, any mere than i 
is a ſufficient Objection in a Servant, againſt his 
complying with the Commands of his Maſter, 


that he knows not to what End and Purpoſe | 


his Maſter hath given him ſuch a Command. 
A Maſter may, perhaps, command a thing, 
which yet may be very unworthy of himſelf, 
and unfitting for his Servant to comply with ; 
becauſe he is liable to Miſtakes in his Judg- 
ment, or may be influenced by the Strength of 
his Paſſions in what he commands ; -and then 
that Servant may very reaſonably be allowed 
modeſtly to expoſtulate the Caſe with his Maſ- 
ter, and finally refuſe to obey his Maſter, in that 
thing which is contrary to the Commands of a 
ſuperior Power, to whom he is under Obligati- 
on to obey. But the infinitely wiſe, and good 
GOD cannot poſſibly be guilty of any ſuch 
Error, as to command any thing unworthy of 
Himſelf, or unfitting for us to do, and has ſuf- 
ficient, and good Reaſons, for every one of 
his Commands, though we are not able to ſee 
them : So that it is enough for us to know 
that 1t is the Command of GOD ; our Bu- 


ſineſs is to reſign our Wills intirely into the 


divine Will. For, though we know not why He 
hath commanded ſuch a thing, yet we know 
why we ought to obey that Command, name- 


ly. 
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ly, becauſe God hath commanded it. (2) Hath 
not the Lord GOD of Iſrael commanded 
thee ? is ſufficient to ſilence all Cavils, and 
put us upon the moſt ready Obedience. Nor is 


this to make GOD an arbitrary Being, as ſome 
Men count Arbitrarineſs. Though Arbitrari- 


neſs is of an ill Sound, when it is applied un- 
to Men, who are liable to Miſtakes, and are 
accountable to a ſuperior Power, and there- 
fore have no Right to ſet up their Wills as 


the Rules of their own, much leſs of others 


Actions; yet, rightly underſtood, when it is 
applied unto God, it is no other than his act- 
ing His own Pleaſure (u), and His performing 
all things according to the Counſel of bis own 
Will, (w) without being accountable unto us, 
or any of his Creatures, for the Reaſon of his 
Actions, or Deſigns : and this the Perfection, 
and abſolute Supremacy of the divine Nature 
challenges as his indiſputable, and unalienable 
Right : and thus GOD is arbitrary, and it 
is his peculiar Glory that He is ſo ; that is, 
it is the Greatneſs, and Glory, of the divine 


Being, and what none but GOD can challenge, 


that his- Will alone, without Dependance on, 
15 Accountableneſs to, any other Being, or any 
Thing out of Himſelf, gives Law unto all 


Creatures: His Will, I fay, which, from the 


Perfection of his Nature, is above all Poſſibi- 
lity of being erroneous, or biaſſed with Preju- 


dices, and ill Affections, and therefore cannot 


poſſibly be ſubject to Caprice, and Humour, as 
the Will of a finite, and fallible Being may. 
And ſure I am, that it is an Argument of the 
greateſt Arrogancy, and of an Arbitrary 'Tem- 
per, in the worſt Senſe, for any Man to at 
(. Judg. iv. 6. (i) Ia. xlvi. 10. Cab) Eph. i. 11. 
1 . N 4 ſume 
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ſume to himſelf a Power that does not, in the 
leaſt, belong to him, and ſet up his own Will 
in Oppoſition to the divine, and determine with 
himſelf, to obey none of the divine Commands, 
until GOD is pleaſed, firſt, to be accountable 
unto him for the Reafonableneſe of them ; or 
if, forſooth, he is not able to diſcern that there 


is good Reaſon for the Command, that then 


he will have nothing to do with it. For 
what is this but to ſet himſelf up in the Throne 


of GOD, and to bring the Almighty to his 


Bar. My Soul, come not thou into their Secret, 
unto their Aſſembly, mine Honour, be not thou u- 
nited ! The infinitely Great GOD is the ſole 
Diſpoſer of his own Actions, and has an abſo- 
lute, uncontroulable, Sovereignty over all His 
Creatures, and therefore has a Right to be o- 
beyed by them, in whatſoever he commands 
them. For, I ſuppoſe, and, doubtleſs, it will 
be readily granted, that GOD, who 1s infinite 
in Power, and Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, has a 
Right to do whatſoever is conſiſtent with him- 
ſelf ; and that GOD perfectly knows what is 
conſiſtent with himſelf, tho* we do not; and 
from hence, I conclude, he never will, or can, 
do, or order to be done, any thing but what is 
conſiſtent with himſelf : and from hence, it 
follows, that there is no Room for us to heſi- 
tate in our Obedience to any thing, we know 
to be the Command of GOD, tho* we ſhould 


be perfectly ignorant of the Deſign, or Reaſon- 


ableneſs of the Command, until we can be 
guilty of the Vanity, and Blaſphemy, to think 
ourſelves wifer than GOD, and that we know, 

what 1s confiſtent with himſelf” better than he 


docs himſelf. So that, whatever GOD has re- 
quired of us, it is our Duty to perform with- 


out 
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out diſputing the Legality, or Reaſonableneſs of 
it ; His Will being. the higheſt Law and Rea- 
ſon of all our Actions. For, though there may 
be what 1s called the Fitneſs, or Unfitneſs, of 
Things, ariſing from their Relation, Proportion, 
and Dependance, which are of excellent Uſe in 
Philoſophy, without Revelation ; yet to us who 
enjoy a divine Revelation, theſe can be no falſe 
Rule for us to go by in our Conduct, nor be 
the formal Obligation of our Obedience to the 
divine Law : becauſe, as a great Man obſerves, 
* What theſe eternal and unalterable, Relations, 
Reſpects, or Proportions of things, with their 
conſequent Agreements, or Diſagreements, Fitneſſes 
or Unfitneſles, abſolutely and neceſſarily are in 
themſelves ; That alſo they appear to be, 7o the 
Underſtandings of all Intelligent Beings ; ex- 
cept thoſe only, who underſtand Things to be what 
they are not, that is, whoſe Underſtandings 


are either very imperfett, or very much deprav- 
ed Where, though doubtleſs that learned 
Perſon deſigned to evidence that the Fitneſs, 


or Unfitneſs, of Things, is the formal Obliga- 


lion of our Obedience, and Rule of our Be- 


haviour, yet, I humbly conceive, that, by his 
Exception, he truly evinces the contrary : For, 
alas, the Exception, which he makes, . is the 
very Caſe of all Mankind, ſince the Fall, what- 
ever it be of Angels, namely, that their Under- 
Handings are very imperfett, and very much de- 
praved. That the Mind of Man, ſince the Fall, 
is very imperfe is evident, from the little real 
Knowledge any attain unto after all their dili- 
gent Study and Search, and the much leſs Know- 
ledge the Bulk of Mankind can attain to, for 
want of Leiſure, if not of Capacity; and from 

* Dr. S. Clark, Dem. of the Being &c. p. 183. , 

18 | | the 
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the different Sentiments, which different Perſons, 
(though as far as we can judge, of equally clear 
Perception, and Underſtanding,) have of one 
and the ſame thing, in many Inſtances ; and 
from the ſaid Author, who aflerts, || that what 
« is for the good of the whole Creation, in very 
« many Caſes, none but an infinite Underſtand- 
ing can poſſibly judge; and from the ſacred 
Scripture, which aſſures us, that naturally Men 
have their Underſtandings darkened (x). So that, 
from the evident Imperfection of our Under- 
ſtandings, we are not able clearly to diſcern, in 


many Caſes at leaſt, the abſolute and neceffary 


Relation, and Fitneſs or Unfitneſs of things, in 
themſelves, and therefore can by no Means, 
with Safety, make it the Rule of our Conduct. 
And beſides this Imperfection, there is evident · 


ly a very conſiderable Depravity upon our Un- 


derſtandings, which is ſeen in their being biaſſed 
and bribed, by Paſſions, and Prejudices, ſway- 
ing the Minds of thoſe that ſeem to be moſt free 
from them; and the ſame Author acknowledges, 
+ @ great and general Corruption and Deprava- 
tion. Hence though we may be able to diſ- 
cern the Fitneſs or Unfitneſs of Things, in many 
Inſtances, yer, ſince, from our Imperfection and 
' Depravity, in many other we do not; and in 
ſome we cannot, therefore the Will of GOP, 
the ſupream Lawgiver, which Will is always 
wiſe and good, is the only ſure and certain Rule, 
to us, to regulate. our Actions by; and con- 
ſequently the Will of GOD, made known to 
us, is the higheſt Law and Reaſon of our Con- 
duct, and not our own Conception of the Fit- 
neſs or Unfitneſs of Things. And our not be- 


ing able to diſcern the Fitneſs, or Unfitneſs, of 


Lip. 223. (x) Eph.-iv. 18. Þ p. 254. 
Things 
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Things, can be no ſufficient Reaſon why any 
Man ſhould refuſe to obſerve that Law, or 
believe that Truth, which GOD hath clearly 


revealed to us. For © ſince, ſaid that learned 


* Author, F the natural Attributes of GOD, his 
« infinite Knowledge, Wiſdom and Power, ſets 


him infinitely above all Poſſibility of Being 


« deceived by Error, or of being influen 
% wrong Aﬀettions ; tis manifeſt his divine 
„ Will cannot but always and neceſſarily deter- 
«© mine itſelf to chooſe to do what in the 
% whole is abſolutely Beſt and Fitteſt to be 
* done; therefore his divine Will which ne- 
ceſſarily orders what is moſt fitting for us to 
do, is, to us, the beſt Rule by which to Judge 


of the Fitneſs, or Unfitneſs, of Things, and the 


ſtrongeſt formal Obligation upon us to Obedi- 
ence 3 and conſequently our Obedience muſt 
be univerſal and extend to every Command, 
that has the Authority of GOD ſtamped upon 
it, whether we ſee the Reaſon of it, or no. 
We may not therefore think to excuſe ourſelves 
with a partial Obedience, or in obeying ſuch 
Commands. only as are ſuitable to our particular 
Temper, and Intereſt in the World, or which we 
can ſee the Reaſon of; nor may we hope to 
enjoy the Benefit of the exceeding broad Com- 
mandment, unleſs our Obedience extend to eve 


particular Duty required of us: that is, unleſs 


we ſincerely endeavour after univerſal Obedience 
to every divine Command. The Commandment 
is all of a Piece, and therefore called, the Com- 
mandment, in the ſingular Number, We muſt 
ſincerely endeavour after an Obedience as extenſive 
as the Commandment is, or it will be no true 


| Obedience, in the Sight of GOD. Hence is that 


I p. 184. * 
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of the Apoſtle James, (x) I} hoſoever ſhall keep 
the whole Law, and yet offend in one Point, is 
guilly of all. He is guilty of denying the Autho- 
rity of the ſupream Lawgiver, and guilty of 
breaking the Unity of the Commandment ; and 
from the ſame Principle, by which he allows 
himſelf in Diſobedience to any Part of the Law, 
he would alſo tranſgreſs the whole, under equal 
Temptations, and Opportunities. It muſt there- 
fore be our great Care, as ever we would be 
eſteemed obedient Subjects, to comply with the 
juſt Expectation of GOD, and his earneſt Deſire, 
of an univerſal Obedience. O that there were 
ſuch an Heart in them! (ſays he,) that they 
would fear me, and keep all my Commandments, | 
always, that it might go well with them, and their 
Children, forever (y). 

Thus, we muſt not content ourſelves with 
- being Legaliſts, by obſerving only the moral 
Duties of the divine Commandment, without 
taking due Care to obey evangelical Precepts ; 
for the Young Man, in the Goſpel, could ſay, (2) 
all theſe have 1 kept from my Youth up; and yet 
our Lord ſaid to him, in the next Verſe, One 
Thing thou lackeſt. 

And it will be but a vain Preſumption in us, 
to think that we are truly obedient to the Pre- 
cepts of the Goſpel, and call ourſelves Chriſtians, 
while the Duties of the moral Law are neglected 
by us. Wilt thou know, O vain Man, that Faith, 
 ewithout Warks, is Dead (a). Moral, and Poſitive, 
Natural, and Evangelical, Precepts, muſt all, in 
their proper Place, be duely regarded by us; 
theſe ought ye to have done, and not to leave the 
other undone (b) : they muſt go Hand in Hand 

(x) Jam. ii. 10. (%) Deut. v. 29. (z) Luke. xvii. 21. 

(a) Jam. ii. 20. (C) Matth, xxiii. 23. 
with 
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with us, and our Obedience, in our ſincere Aim, 
and Endeavours, muſt univerſally extend to them 


alland to every Article included under them, 
I will only add, | 


2. Laſtly; Thus too it infers the Conſtancy, 
and Perpetuity, as well as the Univerſality of our 
Obedience : that we perſevere in our Obedience 
as long as we live. For the divine Authority 
ever remaineth good, and GOD is our Sove- 
reign, in one Part of our Lives as well as in ano- 
ther, yea, as long as we have any Being ; 
and the Commandment remains the ſame ex- 
cellent Commandment, to Day, that it was 
Yeſterday 3 and as that is not more holy, 
Juſt, and good, at one Time, than at an other, 
ſo neither is it leſs Obligatory upon us at any 
Time, but always abides in full Force, and Vir- 
tue, and therefore ought always to be obeyed 
by us; Every Day we live, and all the Day 
long, and as long as we live in the World. So 
ſaid the devout Pſalmiſt, (c) J have enclined my 
Heart to perform thy Statutes, always, even unto 
the End. We may not imagine, therefore, that 
there are any particular Seaſons for Obedience, 
and others in which we may lawfully interrupt 
our Obedience ; for, though there may be ſpe- 


cial Seaſons for This, or That, particular Branch 


of our Duty, and ſometimes Leſſer Duties muſt 
give place to Greater ones, according to that of 
our Saviour, (d) I will have Mercy, and not Sa- 
crifice, yet, with Reſpect unto the whole of the 
divine Commandment, there is no Part of Time 


can be called, a ſpecial Seaſon for Obedience, 


becauſe there is pot, nor can there be, any Seaſon 


for Diſobedience. GOD allows us no Part of 
(c) Pjal, cxix. 112. (d) Matth. ix. 13. = 


* our 


per Seaſons, to call off our Minds, from thoſe 


Duties which are more toilſome, and burdenſome, | 


to us, unto thoſe that are more eaſy, and plea- 
fant ; but He demands of us a conſtant, per- 
ſevering, Courſe of Duty, throughout the whole 
of our State of Probation, and Trial, in this 


World ; that we ſerve him in Righteouſneſs, 


end Holineſs, all the Days of our Life (e) : that 
we patiently continue in the Way of well doing ? 
: that we hold faſt the Profeſſion of our 
Faith, without Wavering (g) and that we be 
feedfaſt, unmovable, always abounding in the Work 
of the Lord; foraſmuch as we know that our 


ſhall not be in vain in the Lord (b). 


Tf this were well remembred, it would have a 
mighty Influence upon us, to make us more 
exact, in our Obedience to the Commands of 
GOD, throughout the whole Courſe of our Lives; 


and we ſhould not ſo eaſily be prevailed upon, 
to allow ſuch wide Gaps in our Duty, as are 


often to be found among us. 


(e) Zak. i. 75. (f) . ik 7. (8) Heb. x. 23. (9) 
1 Cor, xv. 58. | ; 
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our Lives to Sin in, though he allows us, at pro- 
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Psi OXIX. 96. 
T have ſeen an End of all Per- 


fection; but thy Commandment 
is exceeding broad. 


HE laſt Opportunity of diſcourſing upon 
this Subject, I entred upon the Improve- 
ment of the ſecond Doctrine from the 
Words, viz. The Commandment of GOD is ex- 

ceeding broad ; and I inferred from it, 


1. The wonderful Goodneſs, Mercy and Com- 
paſſion of GOD to a miſerable World, in mak- 


ing a clear Revelation of his Mind and Will, 


in ſuch important Affairs, wherein our own 
Reaſon would not have been ſufficient to have 
directed us, and all with the bleſſed Deſign of 
recovering of us to Rectitude, and Happineſs ; 
which ſpecial Advantage demands of us our 
grateful Tribute of Thankfulneſs, and Praiſe. 


I have alſo inferred, | 
2. The indiſpenſible Obligations we lie under 
to keep the Commandment of GOD ; that is, 
to believe all that GOD has told us, and 2 
| orm 
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form all that he requireth of us. *Tis the Com- 


mandment of the GOD that made us, who is 


our ſupream Ruler, and to whom we muſt be 
accountable ; 'tis a moſt excellent Command- 
ment in itſelf, and reſpecting Society, and par- 
ticular Perſons ; and therefore as ever we 
would act reaſonably, poſſeſs the Peace of our 
own Minds, and be happy in the Favour of 
our GOD, we are indiſpenſibly obliged to obey 
it, and that every Part thereof, as the Will of 
GOD concerning us, and be conſtant and per- 

ſevering in our Obedience to the End, without 


allowing any Interruptions therein. 


And I now ſhall go on to a Third Inference 
from this Doctrine; viz. 


3. This Doctrine teaches us, That Religion 
is our trueſt Wiſdom. For what is Religion, 


but our keeping the Commandments of GOD ? 
Religion indeed includes in it, that we believe 
that there is a GOD, and that we believe the 
Commandment, as the Rule of our Duty, is 


from GOP, and that the Way, in which GOD 


hath fignified to us that he is willing to be 
reconciled unto us, and admit us to his Fa- 


vour, namely, in and by his Son JESUS 
CHRIST, is the only Way of our obtain- 


ing Mercy with him: but yet all our Faith 


in GOD, and in his Son JESUS CHRIST, all 


our Fear of GOD, and Love to him, all ter- 
minates in this, as the Sum of true Religion, 


and what includes all the Reſt, that we readily 
obey this GOD, in whatſoever he commands us; 
Therefore the Preacher ſaid, (i) Fear GOD, and 
keep his Commandments ; for this is the whole 
of Man. His whole Duty is included in this, 


i) Eccl, Xu. 13, 


and 
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and his whole Happineſs is laid up in it. Since 
therefore the Commandment, of GOD is ſo ex- 

ceeding broad, as to reach to us in all our Ca- 
pacities, and Relations, and Defigns to better 
us, as rational Creatures, to render our Lives 
comfortable to us here, and to make us com- 
pleatly happy hereafter, then it muſt needs be 
the trueſt Wiſdom in us, thus to be religious. 


And, indeed, what Wiſdom is there equal to this ? 


(k) Unto Man, he ſaid, Behold, the Fear of the 
Lord, that is Wiſdom, and to depart from Evil 
is Underſtanding. Let a Man be ever fo world- 


ly wiſe, though he ſhould: underſtand all the 
Secrets of Nature, and of Art, and be deeply 
read in the moſt refined Politicks, yet, without 


Religion, he has not the Wiſdom, and Under- 
ſtanding, of a Man; and his whole Life 
will be but an ill concerted Deſign, which will 


come far ſhort of his true End, and all his 


fine Schemes, his Labour, and Toi), will be 
in vain, and to no good Purpoſe : when a 
Storm gathers thick and dark about him, and 
the Waves of Adverſity beat heavy upon him, 
he will be deſtitute of every thing that can 
afford him any ſolid Comfort; and when the 
gloomy Proſpe& of Death, and the Grave, ap- 
pears, with all its Terrors, before him, he will 
not be. able to look, with Calmneſs, into the 
future World, and comfort his Heart with the 
refreſhing View of a State of compleat, and 
endleſs, Happineſs reſerved for him. For his in- 
quiſitive Search, and cleareſt Diſcoveries, his clo- 
feſt Thought, and greateſt Labour, have been 
about thoſe things which are of the leaſt, and 
moſt temporary, Concernment to him, while he 
has contented himſelf to remain a Stranger to that 

(4) Fob xxviii. 28. - | 
O which 
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which is his main Intereſt, and of everlaſting 
Conſequence unto him : the Folly of which is 


apparently much greater than that, of him, 


who ſhould ſpend all his Thoughts, and Time, 
about catching of Butterflies, to the Neglect of 
the neceſſary Proviſion for the Support of his 
Body. Whereas, he that is truly religious takes 
a prudent Courſe to ſecure his main Intereſt, 


to enjoy the Favour of his GOD, and poflef; 


everlaſting Peace and Joy; and Jet the World 
frown upon him, and ail things about him be 
thrown into Confuſion, and his whole Life, here, 


be filled up with various Afflictions, and Sor- 
rows, yet, in the midſt of all, he can look within 


himſelf with Calmneſfs and Pleaſure, at the 


Thought of his having done his Duty and 
can look forward with a Joyful Proſpect of an 


happy Iſſue to all his Afflictions, fecured to him 
in the Promiſe of that GOD, Who is faithful, 
and will do it: Nay, though he ſhould be forced 
for the Sake of this his main Intereſt, to ſuffer 
in leſſer, and more trifling Matters; yet, fo long 
as his greateſt Concerns are ſafe, he has evidently 
acted the Part of a Wiſe Man, in making a 
leſſer Intereſt ſtoop, and give Place, to the 
greater. So, like the wiſe Merchant, having 


found one Pearl of great Price, he readily ſells all 


#5at he has, parts with things of leſſer Value, 
and buys it (I). 

Beſides, the Wifdom of Religion appears in 
this, that a Man does nothing herein that. he 
will afterwards have any Reaſon to be aſham- 
ed, and repent of ; whereas he that leads an 
irreligious Life, in Difobedience to the Divine 
Commandment, will certainly, as he has juſt 
Canfe for it, be aſhamed, * heartily ſorry 

({) Math. xiii. 45. 

for 
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for his Folly, ſooner, or later: If he ever ſee 


his Error, while he has Opportunity to correct 


it, his paſt Folly will coſt him many an uneaſy 
Thought, and make him very reſtleſs ; and 
his Repentance, though it be the beſt thing he 
can poſſibly do, will be attended with inward 
Shame, and Regret, and he will bitterly refle& 
upon himſelf, and moſt ſadly condemn himſelf, 
2s a vile, wretched, loathſome Creature; who by 
his Rebellions againſt his Sovereign, and Ingra- 
titude to his beſt Friend, has deſerved Hell 
2 Thouſand Times over. But if he ſhould go 
on in his Irreligion, until Death, and Judg- 
ment, overtake him, how ſeverely, then, will 
de reproach, and condemn himſelf 2? What 
pointed Stings will pierce deep into his very 
Soul, at the Reflection on his paſt Folly ? 
What inexpreſſible Horror will take hold upon 
him, at the Thought of his former mad Courſe 
of Life 2. How dreadfully will he become his 
own Tormentor, and that throughout an end- 
leſs Eternity? Whereas, he that lives religi- 
ouſly, in Obedience to the divine Commands, 


is always doing what he ought to do, what 


becomes him- as a rational Creature, what great- 
jy improves and betters him, and therefore what 
will forever ſet eaſy- and comfortably about 
him, and what will afford him unſpeakable Sa- 


tisfaction in the Review of it. 


Nay ; if the religious Man ſhould have de- 
luded himſelf, with the pleaſing Hopes, of liv- 
ing happily forever, in an other World, after 
he has acted his Part in this, and, inſtead of 
his partaking of that Joy and Satisfaction he 
lived in Expectation of, ſhould, at Jaſt, die, 
and periſh, like the Beaſt, yet has he acted 
the wife Part: becauſe he has denied himſelf 


2 


8 of 


196 The Excellency of the Serm. VIII. 
of nothing that was fitting for a wiſe Man to 
allow himſelf in, he has had the Pleaſure, and 
Satisfaction, as he went along, to carry himſelf 
regularly, and behave decently, and to do no- 
thing but what was worthy of him, as a Man; 

and all this he did upon, at leaſt, the probable, 
Hopes of a happy Eternity, as the full Reward 
of all: and, if after all, he ſhould miſs of 
what he hoped for, by cealing to have any 
Being beyond the Grave, yet he will truly have 
loſt nothing, by his Religion, but what he could 
very well Tpare, without any real Damage to 
himſelf, and he will then be in no Capacity to 
receive any Uneaſineſs, at his Diſappointment, 
or to feel any Degree of Mifery. But he that 
lives irreligiouſſy truly gains nothing, by his Ir- 
religion, but what he had better be without, 


namely, an indecent, miſbecoming, and unmanly 4 


Conduct, which expoſes him to the Cenſure, 
and Diſeſteem, of the thinking Part of Mankind, 
and uneaſy Reflections within himſelf, which 
he cannot, at Times, be without; and all the 
Liberty he has taken to gratify the irregular 
Appetites of Fl-ſh and Senſe, beſides it's reduc- 
ing him upon a Level with the Brute, has 
been with a View to ſome probable Hope, (for 
no Man is, or can be ſure of it,) that he ſhall 
have no Being in an other World ; which 
Hope if he ſhould find himſelf, at laſt, miſta- 
ken in, he would be unavoidably miſerable, and 
that forever. So that, upon Suppoſition, that 
The future State is only probable, and that _ 
were equal Reaſon to conelude, that it will, 

will not, be, the religtous Man is, by far, 5 
wiſer of the two 3 becauſe he has provided 
for that which poſſibly may happen, and that 


wich no real Diſadvantage to himſelf in his qo 
| enk 
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ſent State, while the irreligious has made no 
real Gain to himſelf, by a Life of Diſobedi- 
= ence, and 1s utterly unprovided for the fatal 
Chance, which, for ought he can poſſibly know, 
way, at laſt, happen to him. 

But then, whatever profane Men may think 
+ | of it, there is no ſuch Chance, whether we ſhall 
£ have a Being in an other World ; no, my 
Brethren, it is an undoubted Certainty, founded 
upon folid Principles of Reaſon, and evidenced 
d by the clear Light of indiſputable Revelation, 
that we ſhall exiſt after we leave this World, 


- that Death does not make a final and fullEnd of us, 
5 but we paſs, from hence, into an other World, 
5 where we ſhall have aſſigned unto us a Por- | 
= tion anſwerahle to our Conduct in this: and 
0 then who will be found to be the wiſe Man ? 
ly He that has aforehand been thoughtful about _ 
by that State he is paſſing into, and done all he 
; d. can to render it a comfortable and happy State 
10 to him; or, he that has caſt off all Thoughts 
hs of Futurity, and has been doing all he can to 
Jar render it a State of endleſs Milery, and inſup- 
: portable Torment to him? Verily, when all 
= things are duely conſidered, it will certainly be 
* found, that Religion is our trueſt Wiſdom. 
all Well then might Solomon, the wiſeſt of Men, 
: b ſay, (n) Whoſo keepeth the Law is a wiſe Son; 
- | and, (2) He that geteth Wiſdom loveth his own 
ae Soul, and be that keepeth * Hall find 
that good. 
ae We may from hence infer the very great 
Sr Evil of wilfully making light of, and contemn- 
Jed ing, the divine Commandment. Is the Com- 


1. mandment, a Revelation from GOD, pln 
pre- (+) Prov. Xxviii. 7. ĩ xix. 8. 


ſent | O 3 2A 
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of the Purity of his Nature, with the Stamp of 
his royal Authority upon it ? Is it exceeding 
broad, as it reaches to every one of us, and 
every Part of us, includes our whole Duty, and 
conſults our trueſt Intereſt, in this World, and 
the next? What an high Crime, and miſcde- 
meanor, muſt it then be, for any to make 
Light of it, and pour their Contempt upon it, 


as "though it were mean, and deſpicable, and 


not worthy to be treated with Decency, and 
good Manners : What is this but to pour Con- 
tempt upon GOD himſelf, who ſpeaks to us 
in his Word? Surely the Oracles of the great 
GOD ought to be forever ſacred with us, and 
to be thought, and ſpoken, of, with the great- 
eſt Reverence. One would be ready to think, 
that the Purity of its Morals, the Sublimity, 
and Majeſty, of its Sentiments, and the Noble- 


neſs, and Gravity, as well as Familiarity, and 


Plainneſs, of its Diction, beſides the Remembrance 
that Life, or Death, turns upon our Regards to 
it, ſhould ſecure it our greateſt Veneration, be- 
yond that of any other Writings whatever; 

becauſe no other Writings, whatever, can pre- 
tend to come near the Sanctity, and Majeſty, 
of the ſacred Scriptures z; nor fo nearly con- 
cern us, in our beſt, and laſting Intereſt, And 
yet, as if it were not enough to live, and act, 
contrary to the Documents of this ſacred Word, 
are there not a Generation, (O how Jofty are 
zhey in their own Hyes |!) who add to all their 
other Crimes the prodigious Guilt, of pleaſing 
themſelves in breaking their ſeurrilous Jeſts upon 
the holy Writings, and ſcruple not to turn the 
divine Oracles into Burleſque ? What can be 
more contrary to that Reverence and Eſteem 
Which is due to a Revelation from GOD, than 


- jor 
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for Perſons to account themſelves witty in their 
profane Drollery upon it ? And yet, for ought 
all that the wittieſt of them can ſay, it may 
poſſibly be a Revelation from GOD, and no 
other than GOD himſelf ſpeaking in chat Word 
which they contemn. Nor is it any Argument 
of the Meanneſs of the facred Scriptures, or 
their want of a divine Original, that Perſons of 
but little real Wit, though of a great Deal of 
Profaneneſs, and Malice, can play their filly 
Squibs, upon the Doctrines, or Precepts, con- 
tained in them, any more than it is an Argu- 
ment of the Meanneſs of a noble Man's Cha- 
racer, that a contemptible Buffoon wears the 


Title- of my Lord : Though with ſome, it 


- may be thought a ſuſicient Confutation of the 


divine Original of the Scriptures, that they can 
{train a low Banter, or break a homely Jeſt 


upon them. But, Jet ſuch Men know, that 


Bantering, and Jeſting, are not Reaſoning z and 
they muſt give us other Proofs of their ſup- 
poſed maſterly Way of thinking, before we can 
yield up our Underſtandings, and Conſciences, 
to their Direction: yea, they muſt give us 
other Evidences, than they do, of their being 
Friends to Reaſon, whatever Shape they ap- 


| pear in, before they are fit to be hearkened to. 


A Man is never the leſs valuable for a Mon- 
izey's ridiculous Repreſentation of him. What 


is there ſo ſacred, and true, fo beneficerit, and 


ſerviceable, which a very low, but a very li- 
ccntious, Wit, may not turn into Ridicule ? 
But of all Wit this is the .moſt - fooliſh, and 
che moſt dangerous: This is to ſport, in the 
Dark, with edge Fools, and to act the Part. 
of Solomon's mad Fool, (o) who een Fire- 


(o) Prov. xXxvi. 18. 
Q A brauds, 
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Grands, Arrows, and Death, and crieth, am 1 
not in Sport? becauſe it is to play the Fool 
in a Matter of the greateſt Conſequence that 
can be, in which, if a Man be miſtaken in his 
Jeſt, and for ought he knows he may be mif- 
taken, he does himſelf the greateſt poſſible In- 
Jury, as well as to many about him : he 
runs on inconſiderately, with a broad Laugh, 
and hideous Grin, and hurries many unthinking 
Fools, with the empty Noiſe, into everlaſting 
Burning. Nor, know I any Sin, that, in our 
Day, may be ſuppoſed to come nearer to the 
Sin againft the Holy Ghoſt, (if it be not the 
very ſame,) which Hall never be forgiven, Het 
' ther in this World, nor in that which is to come, 
than for a Man deſignedly to ridicule the 
Scriptures, and the Miracles recorded in it, as 
little Tricks of Juggling, and Legerdemain ; 
becauſe ſuch a Man Evidently diſcovers him- 
ſelf to be under the Power of Malice, and 
Rage, againſt our holy Religion, and it's Au- 
thor, who can, for the Sake of his Enmity to 
them, become ſo great an Euemy to Reaſon ; 
by which Means he ſtands abſolutely Self-con:. 
demned. And whatever the profane Droll may 
think of himſelf, and however he may gain the 
Laugh, of the vain World on his Side, "he will 
find, in the Concluſion, that he has been all 
the while ſporting himſelf to his own undoing, 
by paſſing the Flout, and Jeer, upon his Ma: 
ker, and his Judge, and has Jeſted away his 
Soul, and his Happineſs forever, Of all Perſons, 
ſuch ſhould be had in the greateſt Contempt, 
and Abhorrence, by us, becauſe of their ſcurri- 
lous ſpitting in 'the Face of our heavenly Fa- 
ther, and their bold Attempt to undermine, 
by the moſt unmanly, and ſordid, Methods, the 
| very 
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very Foundations of our moſt holy Religion, 


and bury the nobleſt Structure in the contemp- 


tible Ruins. „ : 

Thus alſo, it argues a Slight caſt upon the 
divine Commandment, for any to form new No- 
tions, and Schemes of Religion, and Ways of 
Worſhip, not enjoyned, or warranted, by the 
Word of GOD. For, as GOD himſelf knows 
beſt, what Worſhip, and religious Service, is moſt 
agreeable to his Nature, and Perfections, and con- 
ſonant to his grand Deſign of the Salvation of 
Sinners, through the Merits of his Son; ſo he 
has been pleaſed to reveal to us, in his holy Word, 
what that Worſhip is, which is acceptable and 
pleaſing to him; and his Commands, therein, 
extend not only, to every one of us, but, to the 
whole of our Duty, relating to GOD, and his 
Worſhip, as well as to our whole Duty to our 
Fellow Creatures. It muſt therefore be looked 
upon as no leſs than, a reproaching the exceeding 
broad Commandment with Imperfection, for us 
to interpolate it with Inventions of our own; and 
an Impeaching the Wiſdom of GOD, for us to 
ſet. up Modes of Worſhip which he hath not en- 
joyned; and an arrogating to ourſelves the Au- 
thority of GOD, and his Dominion in his own 
Houſe, for us to impoſe our own Schemes upon 


others, and make our new found Services the 


Terms of Communion in the Church of GOD; 
and, at the ſame Time, ſuch pernicious Principles 


do but give the Scope to vain conceited Minds, 
Full of themſelves, and contemning all beſide, 
when once they have gotten ſufficient Power on 


their Side, to impoſe upon us what new Religion 
they pleaſe, when ever they ſhall think it fitting 


to do ſo. If, therefore, we would approve 
_ eurſelves unto GOD, and not make light — 
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his Commandment, we ought to be careful, in 


all Parts of our religious Worthip, to conform 


ourſelves, not to the Dictates of Men, but, to 


the Rules laid down in the Word of GOD. ( 
To the Law, and to the 7. eftimony ; ; if they ſpeak 
not according to this Word, it is becauſe there is 
10 Light in them, 

Furthermore; It is a slight and Contempt caſt 
upon the Word of GOD, for Perſons to neglect 
to make that due Improvement of it, which it is 
deſigned for, to inſtruct them in the Way of 
Righteouſneſs. The great Deſign of GOD's holy 


Word is, to convert the Soul, to make wiſe the | 


femple, to rejoice the Heart, and enlighten the Eyes, 
and to guide us in the Path of our Duty, and 
the Way to true and endleſs Felicity. ary in 
order to have this bleſſed End promoted, *tis 
neceſſary that Perſons act the rational Part, in a 


diligent Application of the Means to the End, 


by a due Improvement of the divine Command- 
ment, ſo as that it may be a Lamp to their 
Feet, and a Light unto their Path. But if they 
reluſe to make a wiſe Improvement of it, to this 
great and good End, *tis becauſe, either, they 
conteran the End, as not worth their regarding, 
or, ſight the Means, as not well adapted to the 
End: either of which is to make light of the 
Word of GOD, by which only we have the great 


End, the Purity, and Happineſs of Man afſertained, 


and the beſt Way to attain this End pointed 
out to us. 

This therefore is their Sin, and Folly, who 
live without reading the Word of GOD, daily. 
with cloſe Application of Mind to what they read; 
for tis plain they neglect, and ſlight, the beſt: 
Means to promote the higheſt Rad; and it may 


(?) i/a. viii. 20. 
be 
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be ſaid to them, in the Language of che wiſe 


Man, (4) wherefore 1s there a Price, in the Hand 
of a Fool, to get Wiſdom, ſeeing he hath no Heart 
to it? The greateſt of Men, as well as the leaſt, 
owe this to the ſacred Bibyg, carefully to inform 
themſelves in the Nature, and Importance of it, 
what it diſcovers to them, and what it requires 
of them; this their own Intereſt demandeth of 


them; this the great GOD commands them. (r) 


then he (the King) /itteth upon the Throne of his 
Kingdom, he ſhall write (have) a Copy of this 
Laub; — and it fhall be with him, and be ſhall read 


therein all the Days of his Life; that he may learn 


io fear the LORD his GOD, io keep all the Words 
of this Law, and iveſe Statutes to do bent. Aud 
how can any Man hope to fear GOD, and keen 
his Commandments ? who, fo deſpiſeth the divine 
Commandment, as to caſt it behind his Back, and 
is the Fool that hateth Inſtruction. 

And ſo, when Perſons refuſe to come to the place 
of Publick Worſhip, that they may hear the Word 


_ of GOD preached, his Commands explained, and 
enforced, tis evident they make light of this holy 


Word, becauſe they neglect to improve it, as they 
ought to do. It has plealed GOD in his great 
Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, to make Uſe of the 
Word of Reconciliation, by the Miniſtry of Men, 
appointed for this End, to bring the Soul of the 
poor Sinner home to GOD in CHRIST, by a 
hearty Belief of all Goſpel Truths, and fincere 
Practice of all Goſpel Duties; in this Way our 
bleſſed LORD, and his Apoſtles, after him, con- 
verted Sinners, and ſaved their Souls from Death, 
But now, when any wilfully abſent themſelves from 
the Publick Worſhip, and refuſe to hear the Word 
preached, whatever Pretence they may have there- 
(g) Prov. xvii, 16, Yr) Deut. xvii. 18, 19. 
” | for, 
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for, fr 


or low 


their Conceit of their own Knowledge, 
eem of the Preacher, tis evident they 


deſpiſe bring, and contemn the Word of | 


Life; which, if they truly valued, they would 
embrace all proper Opportunities to receive their 
Portion of, as they do the returning Seaſons to en- 
tertain. the Food of their Bodies. _ GOD there- 


Fore charges it againſt his rebellious People, of 


old, (s) That, they caſt away the Law of the 
LORD of Hoſt, (they put it from them, and 
deſired to have nothing to do with it,) and 
deſpiſed the Word of the Holy One of Iſrael, And 
verily, when Fools thus deſpiſe Wiſdom, and 
the Means leading to it, their Sin is greatly 
aggravated thereby, and their Condemnation will 
be fadly increaſed ; becauſe they deſpiſe GOD, 
who ſpeaketh to them in his Word, and de- 
ſpiſe their own Souls, which the Word is the 
deſigned Means to promote the Salvation of: 

and therefore, unto ſuch Sinners, that awful 
Warning belongeth, (f) Behold, ye Deſpiſers, and 
wonder, and periſh. 


5. From hence we learn, how ſhort we all 
come of the Rule in our Obedience, and what 


need the very beft of us all have, humbly and 


earneſtly, to implore the pardoning Mercy of 
GOD, through the Merits of JESUS CHRIST, 
that we may find Acceptance with him. Is 
the Commandment of GOD, thus exceeding 
broad? Doth it extend to every Duty, and 
require an exact Obedience of us, in Heart, 
and Life, and that without any, the leaſt, al- 
jowed and wilful Defeats ? Then, upon an 
Examination of ourſelves, we cannot but ſee, 
that, after all our Care to perform our Duty, 
. v. 24. (% 48. xii. 4m. | 
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and preſerve ourſelves pure, and untainted with 
any Error, we have come greatly ſhort of 
the Rule, and that even in the very beſt of 
our Performances. Alas, for us; we daily ſin 
in Thought, in Word, and in Deed; and 


though any of us ſhould not have allowed our- 
ſelves in any of the greater, and more heinous, 


Tranſgreſſions of the divine Law, as in ſwear- 
ing and Drunkenneſs, Uncleanneſs, Falſhood, Ma- 
lice, or the like atrocious Crimes, yet there 1s 
enough of Obliquity, cleaving to all we do, 
to juſtify the holy and righteous GOD if He 
ſhould condemn us. For he that would hope 


to eſcape the righteous Condemnation of the 


great Judge, upon the Account of his own 
Performances, muſt be able to lay claim to a 
perfect ſinleſs Obedience of his own ; becauſe, 
whatever the Grace of GOD, according to the 
Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, might do, in abat- 
ing the utmoſt Exactneſs of the Law, in it's De- 
mands upon us, for the Sake of a Mediator 
interpoſing on our Behalf, yet, the Law itſelf, 


which is the Rule to us, allows of no Failure, 


in our Obedience, without our falling under the 


condemning Power of it ; nor will the Ho- 


nour of the Sovereign, ſeparate from the Grace 
of the Goſpel, admit of any Repugnancy in us 
to his rightful Authority, without his proper 


Animadverſions upon us for it. And where 


is the Man, (the Man JESUS only excepted,) 


that can pretend to a perfectly ſinleſs Obedi- 


ence to the divine Law ? For in Order to 
any Man's being perfectly righteous before GOD, 
by Vertue of his own Obedience, it is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, that there be the moſt exact 
Agreement between the divine Will, made known 


to him; and his Obedience, without the leaſt 


Failure 
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Failure, or Defection from the right Line of his 
Duty: for if he ſhould, in the leaſt Degree, go 


off from the Rule, his Obedience would not then 


be perfectly agreeable to it. It is therefore but a 


vain Pretention for any to imagine themſclves 


altogether perfect, and ſinleſs. For ſo, here is 
Bot a juſt Man upon Earth, that doth good, and 
finneth not (a) and, if we ſay we have no Sin, 
we deceive ourſelves, and the Truth is not in us (6). 
And yet, poſſibly, we may find many carnal 
Profeſſors, who, like the Publican, are very 


ready to Juſtifie themſelves, faying, GOD, 1 


thank thee, I am not like this, and the other 
Man; I do this, and that; they are morally 
honeſt, and do no Injury to any Man, (they 
ſay,) and it may be they are charitably diſpoſed, 
and ſo not only do no Hurt to any, but they do, 
(they think,) what good they can. Bur is this 
to be perfect, and finlefs? Let no Man flatter 
himſelf with a vain Deluſion. Come to the Word 
of GOD, view thy ſelf in that clear Glaſs, and; 
doubtleſs, thou will then plainly ſee, that there 
are many Blemiſhes upon thee, many Detects 
which attend thee daily in all thou doeſt. 

Does the divine Commandment extend to 
every Duty? who is there of us then can ſay, 
there has ever a Day paſſed him, wherein he has 
not been guilty of ſome ſinful Omiſſion or other? 
Have you got all the good you might, by hear- 
ing, or reading, the Word of GOD, by Confe- 
fences, and Meditation, and Prayer? Or have 
you done all the good you could unto others, 
to their Bodies, and to their Souls, by your cha- 
ritable Aſſiſtance, by your Exhortations, Admo- 
nitions, and Counſels? Nay, if we thoroughly 
fearch our Ways, may we not find, that there 1s 

(=) Eccl. vii. 20. (6) 1 Job. 1. 8. | 
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not a Day we have lived which has been wholly 
free from the Commiſſion of many Evils, which 
were in our Power to have prevented; Can we 
ſay, that our Carriage to GOD, and to our Fellow 
Creature, has been with that Reverence, and 


Devotion, with that Exactneſs, Circumſpection, 


and Goodneſs, which it might, and ought to have 
been? Or, have we ſuffered no evil Communica- 
tion to proceed out of our Mouths, no Words 
that have been haſty, and raſh, indecent, or cen- 
ſorious, or that favoured too much of Levity, 
and Profaneneſs? Or, have our Hearts been in 
ſuitable Frames all the Day long? Has there 
been no Degree of forbidden Anger, Malice, 
Hatred, or Revenge, lurking there? Or, has 


there been no Luſt of Concupiſcence, Covetouſ- 


neſs, or Pride, harboured there? Have we ſuf- - 
fered no vain Thoughts to lodge within us? It 
is to be feared that there is a great Deal of 
Guilt chargeable upon every one of us, upon 
theſe Accounts. 

Beſides ; it muſt be remembred, that as 
the Commandment reaches to the Heart, fo it 
Means to govern us in our Principles, and 
Ends, and the Manner of our performing of our 
Duty, as well as in the Matter of it. Poſſibly, 
there may be many, who paſs for good Peo- 
ple, that have no Regard to the Principle, and 
End, of their Actions, nor to the Manner of 
their Performance of their Duty, any further 


than the external Form; and ſo they do but 


attend to the doing of the Thing required of 
them, as to the Matter of it, they are eaſy, 
and contented, and look no further, But, ſay 
now, does not the Commandment require us 
to do all that we do with a ſincere aim to the 

1 | _ Glory 
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Glory of GOD (c)? Does not the Command- 


ment, require us to Morſbip GOD in Spirit, and 
in Truth, (d) and to ſeek him, and keep his Pre. 


cepts, with our whole Heart? Well then; do 
we find, upon Examination, that, even in the 
Religious Duties we have been imployed abour, 


we have always come up to what the Com- 


mandment requireth of us, and fincerely aimed 
at the Glory of GOD, and the ſhewing forth 
our Makers Praiſe ? Has our whole Heart 
been engaged therein, and have they always: been 
performed by us with that Life, and Vigor, that 
Spirituality, and Purity, of Mind, that Delight, 
and Satisfaction of Soul, which the Rule de- 


mands of us? Or, are we not. often carnal, 


cold, dull, ſlothful, and perfunctory, in our ve- 


ry Acts of Devotion, or backward to them, or 


ſoon weary of them ? Have we allowed no 
evil Thoughts, no Stirring and Workings of 


Corruption in us, while we have been praying, 


reading, or hearing the Word of GOD ? Have 


no worldly Views, and Concerns, crowded into 


our Minds, and been tolerated there, while we 


have been attending upon the holy Supper of 


our Lord, one of the facred Rites of our holy 


Religion? Has no Temptation taken hold of 
us, and influenced us in our Duties; no ſiniſ- 


ter and worldly Principles, of making a Gain 
of Godlineſs; no carnal Ends, of being ſeen 
of Men, of pleaſing our Superiors; and of be- 
ing applauded, ever been propoſed by us in our 
religious Performances ? And if we have been 
Defective in our holy things, how many more, 


may we well ſuppoſe, have been the Errors we 


have committed, in the common Affairs of Life, 


"O „. (4) Job. Iv. 2. EF; OXIX. 2; 
and 69. | 
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where we are moſt off from our Guard, and 
are apt to be leſs critical and exact in our ob- 
ſerving the Rule? Alas! Who can ſay, 1 
have made my Heart clean, J am pure from my 
Sin (e) ? | 3 

00 how hard and difficult do the very 
beſt of us find it, to live in ſuch a conſtant 
conſcientious Obedience to the Divine Com- 
mandment, as the Rule requires, without allow- 
ing ourſelves, at any Time, in the Neglect of 
any known Duty, or committing any wil ful 
Error in our Conduct? The conſtant keeping 
of our End in our Eye, and the diligent Ap- 
plication of ourſelves to our Maſter's Buſineſs, 
without any ſuch Remiſsneſs as will bring us 
under the Character of the ſlothful Servant 3 
the perpetual ſtriving againſt the corrupt Bent, 
and Inclination, of our own depraved Hearts, 
and the prevailing Force of the vicious Cuſtoms 
of the Place, and Age, we live in and the 
powerful Suggeſtions of a buſy and malicious 


Devil; and the keeping of our Hearts true to 


GOD ; and ſtedfaſt in his Covenant, amidſt 
all the Snares and Temptations that ſurround us; 
are much more hard and difficult Things, than 
many carnal Profeſſors imagine; who are ready 
to conclude, that an open Profeſſion of Reli- 
gion, and a Round of external Duties, are ſuf- 
ficient to denominate a Man a good Chriſtian, 
and entitle him unto the Favour of GOD. 
Alas ; there are many that ſeek, who ſhall not 
be able to enter into the Kingdom of GOD, as 
our bleſſed Lord informs us ); becauſe it 
is a much more laborious Taſk than they ima- 
gine to be univerſally obedient ; and they will 
not be at the Pains with themſelves, to ſtrive 
(e) Prov. xx. g. ) Lak. xiii. 24. 
F : for 
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for the Maſtery over every Corruption, and 


ſubdue every Luſt, and perform all that they 
dv in Singleneſs of Heart unto the Lord, with 
thoſe holy Views, and in that ſpiritual Manner 
which the Commandment preſcribes. How ex- 
ceeding difficult is it, for a Man to preſerve 
himſelf Steady in his Obedience unto his GOD, 
when he is perpetually in danger, from his Com- 
pany, his Buſineſs, his natural Temper and Con- 
ſtitution, of being turned aſide from the holy 
Commandment ? How hard a Matter is it, 
„ ( faid the excellent Dr. Tillotſon „ e 


* much in Company, and free in Converſation, | 
be infected by it? to live | 


* in the midſt of a wicked World, and yet to 
* keep ourſelves free from the Vices of it? And 
* then how hard is it to be chearful, without 


being vain ? and grave and ſerious, without 


« being moroſe ? How difficult is it to have a 
Mind equal to every Condition, and to be con- 
* tent with mean and moderate Things? to be 
patient in Adverſity, and humble in Proſperi- 
* ty, and meek upon ſudden and violent Pro- 
* vocations ? So that we may ſadly conclude, 
that the beſt of Men have their Weakneſſes and 
Imperfections, and come greatly 'ſhort of that 
Exactneſs, which is neceſſary to render their 
Hearts and Action conformable to the Rule. 
But, perhaps, ſome will be ready to ſay, why 
theſe are but ſmall Faults, meer Peccadilloes 
which GOD will not be ſo ſevere as to mark 
againſt us, and we doubt not but he will over- 
look ſuch ſmall Failings in us, ſeeing that, in 
the Main, we endeavour to be obedient to his 
Commandment, But why ſhould you imagine 
that GOD will over-look them ? Is your 
” Jo. 2; Þ. 292, | t 
Obedience 
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Obedience perfect, while it has ſo many Defects 


in it? and does not the Law inſiſt upon a 


perfect Obedience? But GOD is merciful, 
(you ſay,) and, from the Goodneſs of his Na- 


ture, will readily paſs by and forgive ſmall 


Faults. Why, truly the Goodneſs of his Na- 
ture is ſufficiently manifeſted, in making of thee 
a rational Agent, and not a Brute, and in giv- 


ing to thee an holy, juſt, and good Law, in 


ſupporting of thee in Being, and continuing the 
Uſe of thy Reaſon to thee, and in ſo Jong wait- 
ing upon thee to be gracious to thee, But is not 


GOD juſt, as well as good? and ſhall there be 


no Room for the Manifeſtation of his Juſtice but 


in the more atrocious Crimes? Muſt the Good- 
neſs of GOD claſh with his Holineſs, and Juſ- 
tice, to give thee an Opportunity to ſin with Im- 
punity ? And is not the leaſt Departure from the 
Commandment a Sin ? And will the holy GOD 
toſerate it, and the juſt GOD forbear to pu- 
niſh for it? The very Plea ſhews, that there 
has been a Defect, in your Obedience, which 
needs a Pardon ; and that ſhews, that you have. 
deſerved to ſuffer, So the Scripture (ihe Law) 
concludes all (all Men, and all that they can do,) 
under Sin (g): for whatſoever the Law ſaith, it 
faith unto them that are under the Law, that 
every Mouth may be ſtopped, and all the Werld 
may be guilty before GOD (5). 
Yea, fo exceeding broad 1s the divine Com- 
mandment that we cannot poſſibly reach to the 
utmoſt Extent of it, in our preſent imperfect 
State. Though we ought to preſs after the 
higheſt Attainments in Grace and Holineſs, yet 
when we have arrived at the utmoſt Degrees 
it is poſſible for us, now, to reach unto, while 
(2) Gal. ni. 22. (5) Rom. iii. 19. 
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we are cloathed with Fleſh, and attended with 
our ſinful Infirmities, there will ſtill remain far- 
ther Degrees for us to labour after. Therefore 
the holieſt of Men are commanded, (i) to grow 
in Grace, and in the Knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour FESUS CHRIST. So that if we bring 
ourſelves, and all our Actions, to the Rule, we 
may plainly ſee that we come vaſtly ſhort of 
that Exactneſs which is our Duty, even in the 
very beſt that we do; and it is juſt Matter 
of Humiliation to us, that we are ſo very de- 
fective in all, that if GOD ſhould enter into 


Judgment with us, and mark our Iniquity a- 


gaipſt us, we could not anſwer him for one 
of a Thouſand ; and it concerns us daily 
to renew our Repentance, becauſe we daily 
offend. | 
What a Wonder of Mercy, then, is it, that the 
infinitely holy GOD will be pleaſed to accept 
of any of our 1mperfe& Services? Truly, we 
ſerve the beſt of Maſters ; whoſe Mercy reaches 
us in our poor low infirm State, and pities us 
under all our Weakneſſes, helps us under all our 


Infirmities, and accepteth of our ſincere Deſires, 


and Endeavours, after perfe& Obedience, though 
there are innumerable Defects in us, and our Ser- 
vices, when we have done our beſt, We are 
beholden to a merciful GOD for every good 
Thing wrought in us, or done by us. Who 
maketh thee to differ from another Man? and what 
Hast thou which thou didſt not receive? Thy very 
Faith, and Repentance, and every Grace in thee, 
is the Gift of GOD to thee, without whom 
thou couldeſt do nothing. GOD oweth thee 
Nothing, but Thou oweſt thy Self, and all that 
thou canſt do, to him: it is but thy due Debt 
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to ſerve him, in the moſt exact, and ſteady, un- 
interrupted, Obedience to his Commands; a 
Debt which thou art to be always paying, and 
yet canſt never fully pay; a Debt which thou 
comeſt ſo ſhort in, that, when thou haſt done 
all thou canſt, thou wilt have no Room to boaſt 
and glory, as if thou deſervedſt any Thing, but 
muſt rely upon the infinite Mercy of GOD to 
accept thy poor Performances. Ve are all an 
unclean Thing, and all our Righteouſneſſes are but 
as filthy Rags; ſaid the Prophet . That after a 
Man has lived the moſt holy circumſpect Life, 
that ever any mere Man in the Worid did, 
after all his fervent Prayers, and Devotions, and 
enitent Tears and Humiliations, and exemplary 
Probity, Juſtice, and Charity, if the great and 

holy GOD ſhould deal with him according to 
the ſtrict Demands of his holy Law and Com- 
mandment, he would be ſent down to Hell, as 
the juſt Reward of the Iniquity of his holy 
Things. But by Grace ye are ſaved; and the 
Grace of GOD is ſuperabundant towards us, in 
accepting, and rewarding of our Obedience, 
which, after all, is ſo very defective. 

Certainly then, in vain do any expect Juſti- 
fication by any Performances of their own ; for 
by the Deeds of the Law no Fleſh ſhall be juſtif:- 
ed in his Sight (E.) We are, after we have done 
our beſt, not only unprofitable Servants, but, ſo 
very defective, that we ſhould not be able to 
ſtand a Trial before our Judge, and hold up our 
Heads in the great Day of Account. This 
therefore ſhews us what Reaſon. we have to re- 
pair to the pardoning Mercy of GOD, through 
the Merits of JESUS CHRIST, that our Sins 
may be forgiven, and we may be accepted into 


| + Ja. Ixiv. 6. (4) Rom. iii. 25. : 
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His Favour. If the Commandment be ſo ex- 
ceeding broad, as we have ſeen, then we need 
2 more perfect Righteouſneſs than any we are 
able to procure by our own Obedience, to juſ- 
tify us before GOD, and entitle us to the di- 


vine Acceptance. For, how can we imagine 


that GOD, who is of purer Eyes than to be- 


hold Iniquity, will accept our imperfect Services, 


as they are in themſelves, without any farther 
Conſiderations 2 Verily, the Juſtice, and Holt 


neſs of GOD will not admit of it. The holy, 


and righteous, wiſe, and good GOD can look 
upon no Righteouſneſs, as ſufficient to recom- 
mend any to his Favour, but what is every 
Way adequate, and correſpondent to the De- 
mand of his Law ; the warft of this is a Treſ- 
paſs upon his Authority, and Dominion, which 
was the Caſe of Apoſtate Angels, and fallen 
Man ; and therefore, ſince, through the De- 
fectiveneſs of our Obedience, we are not Own- 
n of ſuch a perfect Righteouſneſ of our 


own, *tis neceſſary that we be provided of 


ſuch a ſinleſs Righteouſneſs from an other, 
as our Surety, 1n the Vertue of which GOD 
may accept us, and our Services, and confer the 
Bleſſing upon us. GOD ſmelleth a ſweet Sa- 
vour only in a perfect ſpotleſs Sacrifice. All 
of which ſhews us the Neceſſity there is of our 
being found in the Righteouſneſs of JESUS 
CHRIST, our only Mediator, in the Merits of 
whoſe Sufferings GOD will graciouſly pardon all 
our Sins, and in the Virtue of whoſe perfect 
Obedience he will accept of our fincere, though 
imperfect Services, according to the Tenor of the 
Grace of the Goſpel ; and conſequently the Neceſſi- 
ty of our Faith in the Lord JESUS CHRIST, 
relying g upon his infinite Merits alone for our Juſ- 

tification 
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tification before GOD, that being juſtified by 
Faith, through the Imputation of the Righte- 
ouſneſs of CHRIST. unto us, we may have 
Peace with GOD, and be accepted to his ever- 
laſting Mercy. For, bleſſed be GOD ; if any 
Man ſin, we have an Advocate with the Father, 
TESUS CHRIST the rigbieous; who is @a Pro- 


pitiation for our Sin (1). If there had been a 


Law given which wouli have given Life, verily 
Righteouſneſs ſhould have been by the Law (m) : 
But what the Law could not do, in that it was 
weak through the Fleſh, GOD ſending his own 
Son, in the Likeneſs of finful Fleſh, and for Sin 
condemned Sin in the Fleſh ; that the Righte- 
ouſneſs of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who 
walk not after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit (n): 


_ whom (JESUS CHRIST) GOD hath ſet forth 


to be a Propitiation, through Faith in his Blood, 
20 declare his Righteouſneſs for the Remifſion of 
Sins that are paſt; through the Forbearance of 
GOD ; that He might be juſt, and the FuSifer 
of him which believeth in JESUS (o). Our 
only Hope, and Plea, then, is the prevailing 
Merits of his Obedience, and Sufferings, who 


gabe Himſelf for us, that He might waſh away 


aur Sins in bis own Blood (p). And need have 
we to renew our Cloſure with the Lord JESUS 
CHRIST, by a daily freſh Exerciſe of our 
Faith in Him, in the Virtue and Efficacy of 
his Obedience and Paſſion, - that we may have 
our imperfect Services, perfumed with His ſweet 
Incenſe, and, preſented through His Hands, 


_ rendred acceptable to His eternal Father; and 


(7) 3 Job. i. (m) Gal. iii. 21. (z) 
Rom. with. „ 4 (Row. i. 25, 26. 
Rev. I. : 
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that we may obtain the Forgiveneſs of all 
our Sins, and ſhort Comings in Duty, and may 
be received unto that eternal Life, which 


CHRIST has purchaſed, and GOD, that can- 


got lie, has promiſed before the World began, 
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PS ALM CXIX. 96. 
Have ſeen an End of all Per- 


Fection; but thy Commandment 


is exceeding broad. 


I | 1 Am yet upon the Improvement of the ſe- 


cond Doctrine from theſe Words; and I 
have inferred, 


1. The wonderful Goodneſs, Mercy, and Com- 


paſſion, of GOD to a miſerable World, in 


making a clear Revelation of his Mind and Will 
to it. | 


2. The indiſpenſible Obligations we all lie 


under to keep the Commandment of GOD. 


3. That pure Religion is our trueſt Wiſdom ; 


becauſe it meaneth to better us in our Perſons, 
and all our Relations, and render us comfor- 
table here, and compleatly happy hereafter ; 
and it requires nothing unreaſonable of us, or 
that we ſhall have Cauſe to be aſhamed or 
repent of; and if at laſt we ſhould be de- 


ceived in our Expectations of future Happineſs, 


(which 
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(which the truly religious Man ſhall not be,) 
yet we ſhall have acted the wiſeſt Part, in liy- 
ing as becometh our rational Nature, and guard- 
ing againſt the greateſt future Evil. 


4. The very great Evil of Perſons making light 
of, and contemning, the divine Commandment, 

by playing their prophane Jeſts, and Banters 
upon it, turning it into Drollery and Ridicule ; 
or by forming new Notions, and Schemes of 
Religion, unwarranted by the divine Oracles; 
or by neglecting to attend upon it. | 


5. How ſhort we all come of the Rule in our 
Obedience, and what need the Beſt have to be 
humble, and implore the pardoning Mercy of 
GOD, through the Merits of CHRIST, that we 
may find Acceptance. 

I I fhall mention two or three other Inferences, 
and then conclude this Subject with a Uſe of 


Exhortation. 


6. Hence we may infer, that the Office of the 
Goſpel Miniſtry, is attended with very great 
Labour and Difficulty, as well as is truly ho- 
nourable. JESUS CHRIST hath appointed the 
facred Order of the Miniſtry, not for a tempo- 
rary but a ſtanding Office, in his Church, to the 
End of the World; and therefore he ſaid to his firſt 
Miniſters, in the latter End of Matthew's Goſpel, 
Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the End of 
Y the World : and the great Work, and Buſineſs, 
of this Order of Men are, the Wort of the Mi- 
niſtry, the converting of er from the Error 
of their Ways, the perſebing of the Saints, and 
ſo the edifying of the Body of CHRIST; to 


which End the Word of Reconciliation it com- 
| mitted 
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mitted unto them, that they ſhould preach the 


unſearchable Riches of CHRIST. Now, if the 
Commandment is exceeding broad, if there is 
a tranſcendent Excellency in it, as it is the 
Word of the Great GOD, the Law of the e- 
ternal King, and it's great Deſign is to per- 
fect our Nature, and compleat our Happineſs? 
then certainly, thoſe whom GOD employs to 
diſpence his Word to us, who explain to us, 
and enforce upon us, the Will of GOD, whoſe 
Buſineſs it is to conduct us in the Paths of 
Righteouſneſs, and ſhew to us the Way of Sal- 
vation, theſe ſurely are fixed in an high and 
honourable Station. Shall the Care of our 
worldly Intereſt, the defending us from the In- 
juries and Oppreſſions of the voracious, and the 
Recovery of our Rights, when they are unjuſt- 
ly detained, or violently taken away from us, be 
thought to confer Honour upon him that pleads, 
or Umpires, our Cauſe ? Or ſhall the Care of 
our Bodies, and the ſecuring them from the 
Maladies they are liable unto, and the reſtoring 
them to Health and Vigour, when they are 
weakened and impaired, be thought to render 
him honourable that prudently adminiſters to 
them ? And ſhall not the Care of our Souls, 
the promoting their Health and Vigour, and 
the ſecuring their preſent Comfort, and their e- 
ternal Intereſt, confer as great an Honour upon 


thoſe whoſe peculiar Buſineſs it is to lay them- 


ſelves out in Study for us, and are conſtantly, 
and faithfully, ſpending their Time, and Strength 
in warning, counſelling, and inſtructing of us? 
Yea, ſhall the Care of the external Affairs of 
Mankind, the Government of their outward Con- 


duct, and Behaviour, to one another, by pro- 


per Laws, and the enforcing Obedience to thoſe 
Laws 
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Laws of the State, be thought to confer an 
high Honour from thoſe that wear the Com- 
miſſion from an earthly Monarch? And are 
they, at the ſame Time, in a low and deſpica- 
ble Poſt, who are commiſſioned from the great, 
the eternal, King, to take Care of the Govern- 
ment of Mankind, by inſtilling the beſt Prin- 
ciples into them, by teaching them the beſt 
Manners, and have Power to enforce the Laws 


of the Kingdom of Heaven, upon it's Subjects, 


by an Authorative Declaration of it's Promiſes, 
and Denounciation of 1ts Threatnings, and mini- 
ſterially to execute the ſacred Diſcipline upon the 
bold and incorrigible Offender ? Is not the 
Welfare of our Souls greatly to be preferred 
to that of our Bodies? Is not their eternal 
Happineſs beyond any temporal Felicity the 
Body can enjoy ? And does not this argue, 
that their Office, whoſe Buſineſs it is to promote 
their Welfare, their Rectitude and Happineſs, 
is of a far more noble and excellent a Nature, 
than any that relates to the Concerns of the 
Body, and the preſent Life only, can be ? Or 
1s their Office more honourable, and their Per- 
ſons only more contemptible? Now then we are 


Embaſſadors for CHRIST, as though GOD did 


beſeech you by us, we pray you, in CHRIST 
ſtead, be ye reconciled unto GOD ; this 1s the 
Language of the Apoſtle concerning the Miniſ- 
ters of the Goſpel (q) and how ſtrongly does 
It argue the Honour that is due unto them ? 


Truly, I have often wondred at it, that any, 


who wear the Character of Gentlemen, ſhould 
act ſo mean and low a Part, as to pour their 
Contempt upon the ſacred Order and Office, 
upon which even the Temporal Welfare of 


(q) 2 Cor. v. 20. 


humane 
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humane Society is ſo much dependent, while 
at the ſame Time, we ſee them pay the high- 
eſt Court to Offices of vaſtly leſs Importance: 
But our bleſſed Lord has ſaid, (r) My Kingdom 
:s not of this World. 

Though, we magnify our Office, yet, we 
do not mean, by this, that great ſwelling 
Titles of Honour, and worldly Grandeur 1s to 
be heaped upon us; no, theſe are contempti- 
ble, and mean, compared with our high Office ; 
nor mean we to lord it over GOD's Heritage, 
no, wwe preach not ourſelves, but CHRIST FESUS 

the Lord, and ourſelves your Servants for FESUS 
Sake (s) 3 but then give us leave to hope that 
you will ſo far honour our Office, and our Per- 
ſons, while we are faithful in it, as to preſerve 
ſuch an inward Reſpect, and Reverence, thereto, 
as. may afford us the Opportunity to do you all 
the Good we wiſh to do, and may beſt an- 
{wer the great Ends of our Miniſtry ; that 
you may hearken to our Inſtruction, receive our 
Counſel, and ſubmit to our teaching and Go- 
vernment, and eſteem us highly, in Love, for our 
Work's Sake ; for thus the Apofile of our 
Lord hath ſaid, (A Obey them that have the 
Rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves ; for 
they watch for your Souls, as they that muſt give 
Account, that they may do it with Foy and 
not with Grief ;, for that is unprofitable for 
you. The Miniſters of the Lord came unto you 
in his Name, veſted with Authority from him, 
and declare what his Will and Pleaſure concern- 
ing you is, and therefore it is your Part to re- 
gard them, as Meſſengers of GOD ; though 
if they ſpeak not according to their Inſtructions, 

(r) Joh. xviii. 36. C) 2 Cor. iv. 5 i) Heb. 

xiii. 17. | 
hear 
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hear them not; there will be no Danger in 
ſuch Diſobedience. The Keys of the Kingdom 
of GOD, and his MESSIAH, are committed to 
them, thoſe they regularly bind on Earth, ſhall 


be bound in Heaven, thoſe they regularly looſe 


on Earth ſhall be looſed in Heaven; the Sen- 


tence they pals, according to the Law of GOD, 


will be ratified and confirmed by their great 
Maſter : and it is no Preſumption in them, 
in the Diſcharge of their Office, to reprove the 
greateſt, and haughtieſt, Tranſgreſſor, and warn 


him of the Evil of his Ways, and adminiſter 


the holy Diſcipline of the Kingdom of CHRIST 
upon him, and let ſuch know, that their So- 
vereign Maſter will ſeverely puniſh all that im- 
penitently go on in Diſobedience to any of hi: 
known Commands : and whilſt they keep 


within their proper Line, and faithfully do the 


Duties of their Office, they that affront, in- 
ſult, and injure them, affront the King of 
Heaven himſelf, whoſe Miniſters they are; 
and hence we may obſerve our Saviour pub- 


liſhing to all the World, how he will reſent | 


the Treatment of his Miniſters, ſaying, (u) He 


that heareth you, heareth ma, and he that deſpiſ- 
eth you, deſpiſeth me; and he that deſpiſeth me, 


 deſpiſeth him that ſent me. 

But then, as it ſhews the Dignity, and Authori- 
ty, of the Miniſters of the Goſpel of CHRIST, 
ſo does it alſo beſpeak the very great Labour, and 
Difficulty, that attends their ſacred Office, They 
are, in a qualified Senſe, the Keepers of the 
divine Law, entruſted with that ſacred Depo/itum, 


and to explain and enforce the divine Command- 


ment upon their Fellow Creatures, and, in this 
Way, to train them up, and fit them, for the 


(4) Lak. x. 16. 
_ Future 
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future Happineſs, the unutterable Rewards of the 


Kingdom of GOD. And though, one would be 
ready to think, that, it ſhould require no very 
great Labour, and Pains, to perſwade Men to 
be happy, becauſe every Man naturally thirſteth 
after Happineſs, yet, ſo it is, that it is one of 


the moſt operoſe, and laborious Taſks that can 


be; becauſe we have the Weakneſſes, and Miſ- 
takes, and Prejudices, the Luſts and Paſſions of 


Men to encounter withal. Tis true, Men would 


be happy, if they might; but it muſt be in their 
own Way. If they might but get to Heaven, 
and 9 all the Happineſs they are capable ot, 
at laſt, and yet indulge their ſeveral vicious Ap- 
petites, and walk in the Ways of their own 


Heart, for the preſent, and be obliged to no 
Acts of Self Denial, they might eaſily be pre- 


{waded to this; becauſe this would ſuit well with 
their corrupt Inclination, their depraved Taſte, and 
miſtaken Notion of things : but to perſwade them 
to be happy, in GOD's Way, the only Way 


in which they can be happy, this is an exceeding 


great Difficulty ; becauſe their Prejudices are 
levelled againſt this as an uneaſy and burdenſome 
thing to them, and their various Luſts draw them 


another Way, and their Maſtakes perſwade them 


that they may be as truly happy in a Way of 
their own chooſing, And hence there needs a 
great deal of Pains to convince Men, that they 
are miſtaken in their Notions of Happineſs ; that, 


as fond as they are of it, they are vainly ſeeking 


for it where it 1s not to be found, and that they 
muſt certainly take another Courſe, than they do, 
if ever they would be happy. Here we have 
the carnal Intereſts of Men, which bias and warp 
their Minds, to conflict withal; and it is no eaſ 

Matter to draw them off from thoſe Prejudices, 


and 
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and convince them, that their true and main 


Intereſt does nor lie in this World, neither 1s their 


Happineſs to be enjoyed here; that there is an 
End of all created Perfection, and that they need 
ſomething beyond the Riches, and Pleaſures, and 
Honours, of this World, to make them truly 


happy. It is very hard to beat Men off from 


their ſtrong Attachment to the Objects of Senſe. 

Beſides, we muſt Jet Men know, that they 
muſt be better Men, or they cannot be happy; 
that they mult rectify the Diſorders of their Minds, 
ſubdue and mortify their irregular Appetites, and 
carefully avoid every thing that is mean and baſe, 
that is impious and unjuſt, and conſtantly practiſe 
all the Vertues of a ſober, a righteous, and a 


godly Life, and Converſation : and this engages 


us in a Struggle with the Luſts and Paſſions of 
Men, which are no real Friends to Vertue. And 
becauſe theſe Luſts and Paſſions are ordinarily 


very ſtrong and active, through a long Courſe 


of indulging them, therefore it is ſo much the 
more Difficult for us to overcome them: ſo that 
there needs a great Deal of Study and Thought, 
Caution and Guard, Prudence and Watchfulneſs, 
and a diligent Application, to be able to come 
at the right Side of Men, and find out accep- 
table Words, that may reach them, and yet: 
< pleaſe them; that may ſuit their Caſe, and 
yet not be offenſive to them; that may ſtrike 
© home upon their Conſciences; and not ftir 
their Wrath; that in all we may be faithful to 


N 


GOD, and faithful to the Souls of our Neigh- 


bours, and yet, if poſſible, not provoke them to 
diſreliſn our Miniſtry, So that we muſt be made 
all things to all Men, that we might by all Means 
ſave ſome (w). And after all our Study, and 


(w) 1 Cor. ix. 22. 


Watchfulneſs, 
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Watchfulneſs, and Diligence, and Prudence 


there is requiſite our fervent and unwearied Prayers 
to the GOD of all Grace, for the Preſence and 
Aſſiſtance of the divine Spirit to accompany our 


Miniſtry, and ſucceed our Labours ; without 


which, who is ſufficient for theſe things (x) ? 
If the holy and omnipotent Spirit of GOD do 
not accompany our Miniſtry, we may be heard, 
but we ſhall not be regarded; we may be unto 
our Hearers, as Ezekiel was to his, as à very 
lovely Song, of one that hath a pleaſant Voice, and 
can play well on an Inſtrument, but our Word ſhall 
not be obeyed ; the Sinner will ſtill go on in his 
vicious Courſes, and, under the Influences of a 
vain Dream of Happineſs, poſt down to eternal 
Miſery, in Spite of all that we can do to 
prevent it. — 
And this produces an other very great Diffi- 
culty in our Work, namely, the Diſcouragement 
we meet with, becauſe our Meſſage is not re- 
garded, our Maſter is ſlighted, and all his gra- 
cious Offers are contemned, and Men are ſuch 
Fools as to neglect Heaven, and Happineſs, up- 


on the faireſt Offers imaginable, and all for the 
Sake of a vain World, and ſordid Luſts; ſo 


that we have often Cauſe Badly to lament, with 
the Prophet, the Bellows are burnt, the Lead is 


conſumed of the Fire, the Founder melteth in 


vain ;, for the Wicked are not plucked away ; 
we labour in vain, and ſpend our Strength for 
ought ; and to cry out with the Apoſtles, 
Lord, we have toiled all Night, and all Day too 


and have caught nothing. And what Uneaſineſs 


muſt this be to us? How does it ftir all our 
Compaſſion and Sorrow ? to ſee thoſe we live 
amongſt, and converſe with, whom we have 

(x) 2 Cor. ii. 16, 
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contracted a Friendſhip for, and are become 
dear to us, as our peculiar Charge, living in 
Defiance with our great Maſter, trampling upon 
his holy Laws, and pulling down his amazing 
Vengeance upon them, and all we can do for 
them will not fave them from endleſs Ruin ? 
Our Hearts muſt be hard as the Nether Mil- 
ſtone not to feel the very forcible Imprefiions 
of Pity and Compaſſion, mixed with a Killing 
rief and Sorrow, at ſuch a lamentable Sight 
as this. | = I 
Nor are we without our Difficulties, ariſing 
from ourſelves. We are of the ſame Nature, 
and of like Paſſions, with other Men, are equal- 
ly liable unto Temptations, and more ſo : and 
it requires no leſs Care mid Pains to furniſh 
ourſelves for our Work, that we may be able 
Miniſters of the New Testament, rigbily dividing 


"the Word of Truth, that we may have a tho- 


row Knowledge of the divine Commandment, 
"and may be able to teach others; and when we 
have ſpent our Time, in Study, and Prayer, how 
_ watchful muſt we be? that we bring no unhal- 
lowed Fire ro GOD's Altar, that we feed you 
with the wholeſome Food of the Word of GOD, 
that Bread of Life which our Maſter has ordered 
for his Family, and not put you off with Chaff, 
or teach for Doctrine the Commandments of 
Men. It is no little Difficulty to approve ourſelves 
faithful Stewards in the Houſe of GOD; and, 
conſidering the Tempers and Humors of Man- 
kind, to overcome our Fears of offending thoſe 
that look upon themſelves as great Men, or leſt 
we loſe the Favour and Friendſhip of thoſe from 
whom, it may be, a conſiderable Part of our 
ſcanty Allowance comes, for our being true to 
our Truft, and faiihful in the Diſcharge of our 
| | . Once 3 
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Office; and yet we are under the ſtrongeſt Obli- 
gations, as we will anſwer it to our Lord and 
Maſter, to be faithful, in warning every Man, 
and bearing our Teſtimony againſt every Vice, 
and when we ſpie Danger, to lift up our Voice 
like a Trumpet, and cry aloud, and ſhew our 
People their Iniquity, that, if poſſible, we may 
keep ourſelves free from the Blood of all Men, 
and ſave our own Souls, and the Souls of them 
that hear us. Theſe are ſome of the Labours, 
and Difficulties, of thoſe who are employed in the 
Service of the Miniſtry, whoſe Buſineſs it is 
ro teach the Law of theLord ; and we may be ſure 
that the grand Adverſary, whoſe Kingdom they 
Oppoſe, will not fail to give them Diſturbance 
enough : and we ſee that the more honourable 
their Work is, ſo much the more laborious, and 


ſerviceable, it is alſo; and Reaſon there is for 


our addreſſing of you, in the Strain of the Apoſtle, 


| Now Tbeſeech you, Brethren, for the Lord FESUS 
CHRIST ſake, and for the Love of the Spirit, 


that ye rive together with me, in your Prayers 10 
GOD for me (x). 
Hence we learn, what is, and will be, the 


miſerable Condition of all ſuch as live, and die, 


in Diſobedience to the divine Commandment, 
For if it is the Commandment of the great GOD, 
and aims at our Comfort, and Happineſs, then 
thoſe that live in Diſobedience thereto muſt of 
Conſequence greatly provoke the divine Majeſty, 
and deprive themſelves of their own Comfort and 


Happineſs 4 and this is to be truly miſerable, 


For what is it to live in Diſobedience to the 


Commands of GOD ? but to riſe up in Rebellion 


againſt him, to deny his rightful Authority over 
us, to joyn in Confederacy with his avowed 


(x) Rom. xv. 30. 


= 
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Adverſary, and conſpire the dethroning of him 
from his Dominion : ſo that a Life of Diſobedi- 


ence is no other than a vile Inſult upon his Gover- 
ment, and, as Fob expreſſes it, ()) a denying the 


GOD that is above: it is to ſet up a mean and 


low Pretender, a vile Uſurper, in his Stead, as 


Lord over us, and pay that Homage to Self, and 


Satan, which is due unto GOD only. And 
what can argue a meaner Thought of the all- 
perfect, and infinitely glorious GOD, the Greateſt, 
and the Beſt, of Beings, than thus to ſet up the 
vileſt and worſt of Beings in Oppoſition to him? 
And what can give a higher Provocation to the 
divine Majeſty, than not only to do all we can to 
ſtrip him of his Authority, but, to pe the Pre- 
ference to ſuch as are moſt deteſtable ? Yet this 
prodigious Guilt and Folly is juſtly chargeable 


upon all ſuch as live in a continued Courſe of 


Diſobedience to any of the known Laws of GOD; 

who live in the Neglect of the religious Worſhip 
of GOD, either ſocial, or ſolitary; who take his 
Name 1n vain, and profane his holy Day; who 
are ſtubborn and rebellious in their Carriage to 
their Superiours, or inſulting and tyrannical over 
their Inferiours, or malicious and revengful to their 
Equals; who live in Falſhood and Unrighteoul- 


neſs, in Intemperance and Incontinency, and the 
like; by ſuch open, bold, and daring Tranſ- 


greſſions they pour the greateſt Contempt upon 
their ſovereign Lawgiver, and provoke him to 
his Face: which made the Apoſtle ſay, (2) 
through breaking the Law diſnonouref# thou GOD. 
It is not only true of the Heathen World, thar, 
though they know GOD, by his Works, yet they 
glorify him not as GOD, by living up to the 
Dictates of natural Conſcience, which is the 


(3) Feb. xxxi. 28. () Rem, ii. 23. 
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Commandment, or Law, written on their Hearts; 
but it is to be feared, that there are many a- 
mong profeſſed Chriſtians, who, notwithſtanding 
the Advantages they enjoy, in the clearer Reve- 
lation of the divine Will, and though they ap- 
pear openly to own that Revelation to be from 
GOD, and pretend to take it for the Rule of 
their Lives, yet, in their Practice, /ay unto 
GOD, depart from us, we deſire not the Know- 
ledge of thy Ways : what is the Almighty that 
we ſhould ſerve him? and what profit ſhall we 
have, if we pray unto him (a) ? | | 

But is the Commandment exceeding broad, 
as we have ſeen, then certainly thoſe who fo 
reproach their Maker, by a wilful Diſobedience 
to his holy Laws, muſt unavoidably be in a 
miſerable State and Condition : and indeed they 
evidently carry about with them, daily, ſo great a 
Part of their Miſery, as is ſufficient, one would 
think, to make them cry out in the Strain of the 
ApoFle, (b) O wretched Man that I am; who ſhall 
deliver me? For it is very apparent, that they, 
who ſo contemn the Authority of GOD, and go 
on in a Courſe of Diſobedience to his holy Com- 
mandment, are under the Power of diverſe Luſts, 
and Paſſions, being fold under Sin. For, what 
but a ſtrong Prejudice upon the Mind, ( againſt 
the Commandment of GOD, which is the Reſult 


of the higheſt Reaſon, and Goodneſs,) ariſing 


from the powerful Influence of ſome Luſt or 
other, could prevail with a reaſonable Creature to 
live in a direct Contrariety to the Authority of 
his rightful Sovereign, and in Diſobedience to 
thoſe Commands which are every Way calculated 
to promote his real Benefit, both in this World, 
and the next? For, the Man cannot but acknow- 
(a) Job. xxi. 14, 15. (6) Kom. Vii, 24, oy 
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ledge, if there be a GOD, (and this is the 
Language of all Nature about him,) that then 


this GOD is his Sovereign Lord, and has a Right 
to be obeyed in whatever he commandeth, ang 


that it muſt needs be for his Intereſt to reſign up 


his own Will entirely to the divine Will, and 
govern himſelf, in all things, by the divine Lis : 
becauſe this his almighty Sovereign is able fully 
to reward all his Services, and ſeverely to puniſh 
him for his Diſobedience; and that therefore it 
muſt be an unreaſonable thing in him to obey 
and ſerve ſome Luſt or other, rather than the 
Iiving GOD. Nay do we not find the Generality 
of profligate and vicious Livers, in their coo} 
Thoughts, acknowledging the Equity and Good- 
neſs of the Law it ſelf; and yet they act directly 
contrary to it? like him, who could lay, Video 
meliora proboq; deteriora fequar : or, in the 
Apoſtle's Stile, J conſent unto the Law that it is 
good, but do that which I would not, Evil being 
preſent with me (c). And whence is this but 
from the prevailing Power of Prejudice enſlaving 
of them? What can be a greater Infelicity, 
than, for an intelligent Mind, capable of dil- 
cerning right, to be in vile Subjection to ſome 
baſe and ſordid Luft or Paſſion, and ever be led 
wrong by them? What can be worſe, than to 
be under the Power and lordly Dominion of 
Irregularity and Diſorder ? to be ever erring from 
the Way of Truth, and Peace? Is there any 
thing more unbecoming a rational Creature, than 
to be a Slave to Senſe ; ; or, than for an heaven- 
born Soul to be the Devil's Drudge ? Can there 
be a greater Unhappineſs, than for a rational 
Agent to be continually acting contrary to his 
Light and Knowledge, and be perpetually ex- 


7 Rom, vii. 16- 18, 
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poſing himſelf to the Reproaches of his own 


Heart? Does he need any other Torment, who 
carries that within him, which challenges his 


Actions, accuſes him for his Impiety, and laſhes 


him for his extream Folly and Madneſs? What 
is there can make ſuch a Man eaſy and comfor- 
table, while he feels the ſtinging Reflections of 
his own Mind? *Tis true, indeed, that a Man 
may very much ſtifle and ſuppreſs the Remon- 


ſtrances of his own Mind, by the Hurry, and 
Noiſe, and Diverſions, of the World; but can 


he always command Silence in his own Breaſt, 
and ſtop the juſt Clamours of Conſcience againſt 
himſelf ? No venily4 ſometimes it will cry 


_ aloud, and will be heard, in Spite of all that he 


can do to prevent it; and when once the Heighth 
of his Noiſy Mirth is over, and the Heat of 
Wine and ſtrong Drink hath ſpent itſelf, and he 
begins to be a little cool, and retire within 
himſelf, and think ſedately, what an Uproar is 


there raiſed in his Soul? what a Storm rages in 


his Breaſt ? What Convulſions feiſe him? which 
he cannot, for a while at leaſt, get rid of, nor 
knows he how to ſupport himſelf under. (c) The 
Spirit of a Man will ſuſtain his Infirmities, the or- 
dinary Calamities of Life, but a wounded Spirit 


«<vho can bear? Who indeed ! Certainly, this is 


the very Miſery of Devils themſelves ; to be un- 
able to act up to the Dignity of their rational Na- 
ture, and to fee] the Smart of their own Re- 
proaches for it. Yet ſo miſerable are all they 
who are under the Power of Luſt and Prejudice, 
and turn their Backs upon the holy Command- 
ment.. And though, through the Defilement, 


and Stupidity, of their Conſciences, they may not, 


far the preſent, feel the Sting, and be ſenſible of 
( c} Prov. xviii. 14. | | 
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their unhappy Condition, yet the Time will come 
when their Sorrows ſhall compaſs them about, as 
with a Chain, and the pointed Arrows of the 
Almighty ſhall drench up their Spirits within 
them. 

If ever ſuch irreligious and diſobedient Crea- 
tures ſhould come to a ſerious Temper, and 
wiſely conſider their preſent State, and their lat- 
ter End, before it is too late, they will then 
know what is meant by the Conviction of Sin 


and Guilt z and the Senſe of their having 


made GOD to become their Enemy, and of 


having affronted their own Minds, by their act- 


ing contrary to the Dictates of right Reaſon, 


in their Diſobedience to the divine Commands, 


will give ſuch a Wound and Sting to their 
Souls, as will not eaſily be cured, and can hard- 
Ty be endured. = 

But if the poor thouzhtleſs Creatures ſhould 
go on in their Contempt of the divine Au- 
thority, and carry their rebellious Principles out 
of this World with them, they will forever re- 
oret their Madneſs, when they ſhall find them- 
ſelves everlaſtingly ſeparated from the leaſt 
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Glimpſe of all that Happineſs, which the di- f 


vine Commandment would have led them to; 
and, in Lieu thereof, ſhall inherit the contrary 
| Miſery, in having their awakened Apprehenſions, 


with exquiſite Senſation, forever weltering under 


the heavy Impreſſions of the divine Wrath and 
 Indignation. For the Wrath of GOD 1s revealed 
from Heaven, againſt all Ungoalineſs, and Unrigh- 
teouſneſs of Men (d): and GOD will render 
Indignation and Wrath, Tribulation and Anguiſh, 
upon every Soul of Man that doth Evil, of the Few 
firſt, and alſo of the Gentile (e) There is, in- 

d) Rem. i. 18. (e) Rom, ii. 6, 9. 

2 vn. ü. 6, 9 = 


iced 
PR 45 


Serm. IX. Divine Commandment. 233 
deed, a very great Infelicity that hardened Sin- 
ners are liable unto, through the Wrath of GOD, 


in the preſent World, namely, that all the 


Creatures of GOD are in a State of Enmity 
with them. For by making GOD, whom they 
rebel againſt, to become their Enemy, they un- 
avoidably render all the Creatures of GOD, who 
are his Servants, the Miniſters of his Pleaſure, 
to be at Enmity with them alſo : ſo that they 
all ſtand ready, whenever their Maſter ſhall ſay 
the Word, to execute the divine Vengeance 
upon them, in ſuch a Manner as ſhall greatly 
embitter their preſent Life to them with va- 
rious and amazing Sorrows ; nor have they 
any Security againſt being ſoon brought into the 


moſt uncomfortable Circumſtances that can poſſi- 


bly attend any in this World, nor any Method, 
if ſuch a wretched Condition ſhould overtake 
them, to get rid of it, or to enjoy themſelves 


with any tolerable Satisfaction in it. But how- 


ever, it is impoſſible, whatever be his preſent 
Senſations, for the diſobedient Soul to be other- 
wiſe than compleatly miſerable, in the future 


World. There Diſorder and Peace, Guilt and 


Comfort, cannot poſſibly dwell together. Then 
every Tranſgreſſion, and Diſobedience, will re- 
ceive a juſt Recompence of Reward, from a 
provoked Sovereign and Judge; and the bold 


Contemners of the divine Authority, who have 
bated Inſtruction, and caſt the Word of GOD 
behind their Backs ;----(however GOD may ſeem 
10 keep Silence for the preſent, as if he regard- 


ed not their Behaviour, ----- He will certainly 
reprove, and ſet their Sin in Order before them 
He will tear them to Pieces, and there ſhall 


be none to deliver (F). For, the future World 


(J) P/al. 1-17, 21, 22. 
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will be the Time, and Place, of Retribution 
and Rewards, when every Man ſhall receive ac- 
cording to what he hath done in the Body : 
and becauſe their Judge perfectly knows all 
the Crimes they have been guilty of, and wants 
neither Purity to reſent them as they deſerve, 
nor Power to puniſh for them, and everlives 
to ſee the threatened Sentence executed upon 
them, therefore the Condition of the obſtinately 
diſobedient Sinner will be miſerable indeed. Ir 
will include the Heighth of Miſery in it, and be 
utterly unavoidable, It will include in it the 
utmoſt Degrees of Miſery the Sinner is capa- 
ble of enduring, becauſe it will be the Effect 
of the righteous Diſpleaſure, the heated Indig- 
nation, of an infinitely holy and powerful GOD, 
the Power of whoſe Wrath as much exceeds 
our Fears, as the Riches of his Grace does our 
moſt enlarged Hopes; the Weight of whoſe 
Arm will fall heavy, in the Day when he ex- 
ecuteth Vengeance upon the bold Tranſgreſſors 
of his Law, And who then ſhall be able to 
endure it! And if that Miſery be inconceiveably 
reat which reſults from the fierce Wrath of an 
Almighty GOD, how amazing will it be, when 
we add the Conſideration of it's eternal Duration 
to the Weight of it! That they ſhall be puniſhed 
with everlaſting Deſtruftion, from the Preſence 
of the Lord, and the Glory of his Power, who know 
ot GOD, and obey not the Goſpel of our Lord 

ESUS CHRIST (g)! In a Word; it will be 
beyond the Sinner's Reach to eſcape this Myery 
becauſe GOD can find him out in his moſt 
ſecret lurking Places, and neither the Strength of 
his own Arm, nor the Wiſdom of his Heart, can 
deliver him, nor will any Creature avall him, to 


(2% 2 Theff, i. 8, 9. 
afford 
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afford him Help againſt the prodigious Deſtruc- 
tion that will overtake him, in that Day of the 
Lord's Anger. Nothing but divine infinite 
Mercy could reſcue the guilty obſtinate Sinner 
from everlaſting Burning, but this Mercy he utterly 
lights and abuſes, by his continuing in Diſobedi- 
ence to the divine Commandment, after all the 
Calls and gracious Invitations, made to him to 
turn and live; and now, how ſhall he eſcape, 
feeing he neglets ſo great Salvation ()? 

I will juſt add one Inference more, viz. 

8. This teaches us, that we ſhould not content 
ourſelves with the bare Letter of the Command- 
ment. The Commandment, or Revelation from 
GOD, is defigned to produce a ſpiritual Life, 
and Power, in our Souls, and ſo to make us 
truly and thorowly Good; and therefore we 
ſhould not ſatisfy our ſelves, that we know the 
Letter of the Commandment, or that we practiſe 
according to the Letter of it, in an Obſervation 
of the external Duties required of us; but we 
ſhould endeavour to feel the Force of it on our 
Hearts, that it may quicken us, and inſpire us 
with a new, and divine Principle, and influence 
us to ſpiritual Devotion, and real Holineſs, and fo 
make us alive unto GOD. *Tis not enough that 
ve ſtudy the Scriptures, as Men do other Sciences, 
to inform our Minds, and furniſh us for Diſcourſe, 
to enlarge our Speculations, and increaſe our Ideas 
and Notions of Things, without having any Re- 
gard to Practice; but the Word muſt be in- 
grafted in us, that our Fruit may partake of its 
Virtue, and we muſt endeavour to reduce our 
Knowledge to Practice, and therefore know, what 
we may do ; otherwiſe we ſhall but render the 
Scripture a dead Letter to us. Nor 1s it ſufficient 
W | 
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that we ſay our Prayers, go to Church, and ob- 
ſerve the external Ordinances of the Goſpel, and 
that we wrong no Man in our Dealings, but the 


Commandment may ſink deep into our Hearts, 


and enliven us with a divine Flame of Love to, 
and Delight in it, that with our Spirits, fervently 
engaged therein, we may ſerve the Lord; with- 


out which we ſhall but have 4 Form of Godlineſs, 
while we are deſtitute of the Power of it. And 
this accounts for what we ſometimes have the me- 


lancholly Experience of, namely, of ſome who 


ſeem, for a Time, to be walking in a Courſe of 


Religion, they appear openly for the Truth, hold 


the Profeſſion of Faith, and vindicate it againſt all 


Oppoſers, and yet, after all, in a Time of Trial, 
they fall away from the Truth, and the holy 
Ways of -GOD ; and that, (to allude to the 
Words of the Apoſtle, (7) becauſe they aid not ſerve 
in the Newneſs of the Spirit, but in the Oldneſs of 
the Letter. They took no Care, as new-born 
Babes, to deſire the pure Milk of the Word, 
that they might grow thereby, but contented 
themſelves with having the Breaſt at their Mouths, 
and therefore, though they had a Name to live, 
for a while, yet they were truly dead ; and not 
having their Nature perfected by the divine Com- 
mandment, they finally came ſhort of the Bleſſed- 
neſs it was deſigned to lead them to. If there- 


fore we would partake of the compleat Happineſs 


the divine Commandment aims at, we muſt not 
only inform our Minds, and direct our outward 
Behaviour, by it; but we muſt endeavour to 
ſearch out the ſpiritual Meaning, and ſubmit our 
Wills, and Conſciences, entirely to the Govern- 
ment of it, that it may be in us a quickening 


Word; for, as the Apaſtle obſerves, ( the Letter 
(i) Rom. vii, 6. (4) 2 Cor. iii. 6. 
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killelb, but the Spirit giveth Life. Not only does 


the Letter, or the Law given by Moſes, bring un- 
der Condemnation, while the Spirit, or Grace of 


the Goſpel by JESUS CHRIST, maketh alive; 
but the Knowledge of the bare Letter of the di- 
vine Commandment will but aggravate a Man's 
Condemnation, if he is deſtitute of the ruling 
Power of it in his Heart, which truly conveys a 


new and divine Life unto the Soul. 


Uſe IT. The Second, and only remaining Uſe 
T ſhall make of this Doctrine is by Way of Ex- 
hortation. Wherefore we beſcech you, Brethren, 
that you receive not this Grace of GOD in van ; 
but be ye all perſwaded now to make it your ſin- 
cere Endeavour, ſo to behave your ſelves in your 


pious Regards to the divine Commandment, as re- 


membring that it is exceeding broad, My Neigh- 
bours and Friends; Do you believe it to be the 


Commandment of the ever- living GOD ? that 
it reaches to every one of you, and includes your 


whole Duty in it ? Is this the gracious End 


and Deſign of it, to make you wiſe, good and 


happy? and does it forever remain the perfect 
Rule of Righteouſneſs? Then, I beſeech you, 
let it find a due Entertainment with you, and pay 
all that Regard to it which the excellent Nature, 
and Ends, of ſuch a divine Revelation demands 
of you. It is not for nothing that GOD hath 
written unto you the great Things of his Law, 


and ſhewed you the Line of your Duty, and 
made the Path of Life plain before you ; no, 
he hereby aims at the improving of you in 


Righteouſneſs, and true Holineſs, and the train- 
ing of you up in the Practice of Vertue, 
that you may be fitted for the more ſublime 


Services, and Entertainments of perfected Spirits, 
1 | and 
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and for the everlaſting Enjoyment of the divine 
Favour, in the heavenly World. And ſhall not 
the refreſhing Thoughts of ſerving GOD perfect- 
Iy, with Delight and Pleaſure, and without Inter- 
ruption or Impediment, and the Enjoyment of 
him as the ſatisfying Portion of your Souls, and 
your exceeding great Reward, be ſufficient to in- 
fluence you unto an hearty Reſpect to his holy 
Commandment, and prevail with you, to yield the 
ready Aſſent of your Minds unto all the Truths 
thereof, and the Submiſſion of your Wills to the 
Conduct of thoſe holy Rules he has preſcribed ? 
If to be perfectly holy, and perfectly happy; ;f 
to have your Nature wrought up to the noble and 
exalted Temper and Diſpoſition of Angels, and 
poſſeſs all that can be delightful and entertaining 
to your rectified Powers and Capacities, and that 
forever, can have any Weight with you ; then 
Jet not the Commandment of GOD be grievous 
unto you, but receive the Truth in the Love 
thereof, firmly credit the Reports of the ſacred 
Oracles, and univerſally conform to all the Pre- 
cepts of it, that you may be found among the 
Friends of GOD, and be the true Diſciples of 
CHRIST, who hear his Voice, and follow him, 
and may be -owned, and - accepted, by him, 
another Day, to the Glory, and Joys of Hea- 


ven. 
— is the Work of Heaven ? but to o- 
bey GOD. There GOD fits enthroned in Glory, 
— 2 with his Myriads of holy Angels, 
who conſtantly, diligently, chearfully attend his 
Pleaſure 3 whoſe great Happineſs it is, that 
there is an exact Agreement between the Will 
of GOD in Commanding, and their Will in 
Obeying ; who never have a Thought that 


any of the divine Commands are hard, nor ſo 
much 


a R 
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much as a ſecret Inclination to act contrary to 
them : There too it is the Felicity of the 
Saint, that his Will is intirely ſwallowed up in 
the divine, and he ſerves GOD Day, and Nigbt 
(J), conſtantly, uninterruptedly, and forever; 
thus thoſe holy Ones are arrived at their Cen- 
tre, and there they are at Reſt, and have not 
the leaſt Tendency to move from it. And do 
we hope to get to Heaven, and Share in the 


Happineſs, and join in the Services, of thoſe 
: E Spirits? Oh ! how ſhould the Thoughts 


ereof quicken us all, now to endeavour after 
an Imitation of thoſe holy and happy Ones ? 


that as our Lord hath taught us to pray, (in) 
Thy Will be done in Earih, as it is in Heaven, 
ſo we may make it our daily Care to conform 


our Hearts, and Lives to the Will of GOD, 
while we are on Earth, as Saints and Angels 
do above. 


What mighty and powerful Obligations are 
lying upon us to be obedient to the Lord our 


GOD ? All his Goodneſs to us, in his com- 


mon Providence, is to allure and draw us, to 


draw out our Deſires after him, and move us 
to a ready Compliance with his Will ; all 
his Corrections are to excite and ſtir up our 
Averſions againſt what is offenſive to him, that 


we may fly from every provoking Evil, and be 


true to him, and his Intereſt 3 it is our own. 


But then what peculiar Advantages hath GOD 


favoured us with 2 While the. heathen World 
have only the Light of Nature to lead and 


guide them, we are even lift up to Heaven, 
are brought to the very Borders of the Land 
of Promiſe, have the direct Way thither clear- 


ly pointed out to us, and have a full View of 


(1) Rev. vii. 15. (n] Math. vi. 10, 
| the 
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the compleat, and endleſs, Happineſs of the glo- 


rious Inhabitants of that bliſsful Place. Though, 


in the Times of groſs Ignorance, GOD ſeemed 
to wink at the Follies of Men, yet now he 
bath commanded all Men every where to repent, 
and thus opens the Door of Hope to the guilty 
Creature, and letteth him know, that for the 


Sake of CHRIST, he will freely pardon all 


his paſt Offences, if he will but now become 
ſincerely Obedient. And what Obligations hath 
a merciful GOD laid upon us, to walk in all 
his Ordinances and Commandments blameleſs, 
by giving his own Son to die for us, to pur- 
chaſe the Forgivenneſs of our Sins, and pro- 
cure for us the Gift of the Holy Spirit, to 
enable us, for the future, to live in Obedience 
to Him? 18 1 | 
But if after all theſe Advantages, and Ob- 
ligations, any of you reſolve to go on in your 
Diſobedience to the divine Commandment ; 
whoſe Crime will be ſo aggravated ? whoſe 
Puniſhment, will be ſo greatly increaſed ? You 
may well fear the Doom of Capernaum, to 
whom we find CHRIST ſaying, (2) Thou Ca 
pernaum, which art exalted unto Heaven, ſhall be 
brought down 10 Hell, The Heathen will riſe 


in the Judgment, and condemn the Men of this 


Generation, who profane the Name of GOD, 
and live without Prayer to Him, and indulge 


the various brutal Appetites, and Paſſions ; and 


becauſe ſuch fin againſt the cleareſt Light, and 
the ſtrongeſt Bonds, and Engagements, therefore 
their Puniſhment will be proportionable to their 
Crime, and an hotter, and more dreadful, Por- 
tion will be aſſigned unto them, in the Place 
of Torment: for, as our Saviour ſaid to the 
(n) Math. xi. 23. 
Capernaites, 
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Capernaites, + It ſhall be more tolerable for the 
Land of Sodom, in the Day of Judgment, that 
for thee. - | 

Oh that you would ſeriduſly think of theſe 
Things, and every one of you be effectually 
moved hereby to come to a fixed Reſolution 
with yourſelves, po longer to tutn a deaf Ear 
to the Counſels of GOD, and refuſe to hearken 
to his Voice, but turn at his Reproof, and give 
ſuch a due Entertainment unto the exceeding 
broad Commandment, as GOD reaſonably ex- 
pets from you, and as you yourſelves may 
reap the Benefit of. | 


And therefore, to hint a few things. 
1. Treat the divine Commandment with an 
upright honeft Heart. GOD, by his Prophet 
ſays, (0) Do not my Words do good to him that 
wolketh uprightly 2 Such as preſerve an honeſt 
Principle, an upright Intention, in what they do, 
eſpecially, in their reading, and hearing the ſacred 
Word, will, moſt likely, reap all the Benefit by 
it, which it is intended for; while they that ſuf- 
fer their Minds to be carried away with unrea- 
ſonable, and groundleſs Prejudices againſt the di- 
vine Commandment, will be never the better for 
it, nor pay any ſutable Regard to it. The very 
Frame and Temper of their own Minds, while 
under evil Affections and corrupt Diſpoſitions, 
will render the Commandment contemptible, and 
_ unprofitable to them. Our Saviour, therefore, 
not only adviſeth us, 10 take heed how we hear ; 
) but informeth us, who they are that profit by 
the Commandment, even they that, in an honeſt, 
and good Heart, receive the Word. (q) That is 
+ Matth. xi. 24. (e) Mic. ii. 7. (p Luk. viii. 18. 


7) Lak. viii. 15. 
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one who layeth aſide his Prejudices, and bringeth 
a Mind open, and free, to receive Conviction. 
Let it be your Care, therefore, to get, and keep, 
euch an honeſt . upright Heart, not biaſſed and 
warped by any particular Fondneſs for, or Aver- 
ſion to, any Thing, without good Reaſon; and 
be ready to give Entertainment to any Truth, 
you find revealed, though it ſhould contradict 
ſome of your former beloved Notions; and to 
practiſe whatever is contained in the divine Com- 
mandment, though it go againſt the Grain, and 


Bent of your carnal Tnclinations, and ſecular 


Views; and to avoid whatever the Command- 
ment of GOD forbiddeth, though it may croſs 
your contracted vicious Habits. Thus, in this 
Reſpect, approve your ſelves to GOD, and your 
own Conſciences; and allow of no Diſpoſition, 
no known groundleſs Diſlike, to the Command- 
ment, which your own Conſciences, upon a ſe- 
rious Reflection, will condemn you for; but, 
when you read, or hear, the divine Revelation, 
be willing to learn, and open to receive the In- 
ſtructions of Wiſdom. 


2. Highly Prize the divine Commandment. 
It is a moſt excellent Law; and ſhall we not 
prize it? It every Way conſults our Benefit 
and Advantage, i in both Worlds ; and ſhall we not 
value it ? What is there that deſerves your 
Eſteem, and Veneration, equal to the Words 
of the great King; _ Words by which 
alſo you are made to live? Is it not reaſon- 
able that every Thing ſhould be valued. according 
to its excellent Nature, and real Uſefulneſs ? 70 
faid, (o,) 1 eſteem the Word of his Mouth, more 
than my neceſſary Food. His daily Bread was not 


e Jeb xxiii. 12. 
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ſo neceſſary to him, nor ſo valued by him, as the 
Word of GOD, the Food of his Soul, upon 
which, its Life and Comfort, is dependent. And 
what is there in this World, which we are ſo apt 
to dote upon, that is comparable to the divine 
Commandment? Which is in it ſelf preferable 
to fine Gold, and more precious than Rubies, and 
which tends to make us the excellent in the Earth, 
and the Heirs of Heaven. And will you not 
then eſteem it above all the Droſs of this World ? 
See how the devout Pſalmiſt expreſſes his Value 
for it, in the Pſalm where my Text is, O, how 
love T thy Law (ſays he) The Law of thy Mouth 
is better to me than Thouſands of Silver and Gold; 
— FT love thy Commandment above Gold, yea, above 
fine Gold; — I efteem thy Precepts, concerning all 
Things, to be right, therefore 1 hate every falſe 
Way. Thus learn to work up yourſelves to ſuch 
an high Eſteem for the Commandment of GOD, 
as to prefer it to every thing elſe ; and this will be 
one effectual Means to prevent your being eaſily 
drawn away to any fordid ſenſual Gratifications. 
Look upon this as the bright Star that directs 
you unto Vertue, and Happinefs, and rejoice 


therein, and prefer it to all the dark Shades of an 
imperfect World. 


Y, Diligently ſtudy the Commandenini of 
GOD. He, that will not take the Pains to in- 
form himſelf, will not be likely to know much 
of the Mind and Will of GOD ; and how ſhall 
he, that knows it not, be able to do it, or take 
the Comfort of it? If therefore you would have 
your Manners reformed, your Hearts bettered, and 
your Happinefs promoted, diligently ſearch for 
this Wifdom, as for hid Treaſure, and think not 
much to be at Pains with your ſelves, to find out 
mn the 
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the Knowledge of the Holy, and the Way to an 
endleſs Life. Search the Field for the Pearl of 
great Price. Thus CHRIST directed his Hear- 
ers, (p) Search the Scriptures; for in them ye 
think to have eternal Life ; and they are they which 
feſtify of me. You muſt daily fit at the Poſts of 
Wiſdom's Gates, embrace the proper Qpportuni- 
ties of being inſtructed out of the Law of GOD, 
that you may know Wiſdom and Underſtanding, 
and the Fear of the Lord ; for how ſhould you 
underſtand, except ſome Man guide you ? The 
Prieſts Lips ſhall preſerve Knowledge, and the Peo- 
ple ſhall receive the Law at his Mouth. But then, 
ſeeing it is your great Advantage to have the 
Word of GOD in your own Hands, you ſhould 
diligently read therein, and that day, that by 
comparing Scripture with Scripture, you may be 


able to ſee with your own Eyes, and know what 


GOD requires you to believe, and do, in order to 
your Comfort here, and your eternal Well-being 
hereafter. And to this add your frequent Medi- 
tation on the divine Law, that it may ever be 
with you, as the Man of your Counſel, to direct 
your Practice Day, and Night. And earneſtly 
beg it of GOD to open your Eyes, that you may 
underſtand the Wonders out of his Law, that he 
may give unto you the Spirit of Wiſdom, and 
Revelation, in the Knowledge of him who hath 
called you unto Glory, and Vertue. In a Word, 
If you would have CHRIST for yours, and walk 
in the Paths of Vertue, and obtain eternal Lite 
through him, you mult carefully attend the Me- 

thods he has directed you to, and diligently read, 
and hear, and meditate, and pray; and thus go 
to him to teach you, who is able to open your 
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blind Eyes, and give you Underſtanding, that you 
may live. : 


4 Kin yourſelf, and all your Actions to the 
Commandment. The Commandment is the Rule 
of Life z and therefore you owe this to it, to 
eye it as your Rule, and examine, and prove, 
all your Actions by it, as the certain Standard 
of Truth and. Holineſs. This will be the Way 
for you ſo to govern' your whole Walk, as that 
it may bear ſome agreeable Proportion to the 
only Rule, and that you may be able to adorn 
the "Dottrine of GOD your Saviour in all things, 
The Pſalmiſt enquires, (g) Yherewithal ſhall a 
young Man cleanſe his 'Way ? and the — 
to it is, by taking Heed thereto, according to Thy 
Word. This Word muſt be a Lamp unto your 
Feer, and a Light unto your Path, as ever you 
would run the Way of the divine Comma. d- 


ment. Without this you will be in great Dan- 


ger of running into Errors, in Opinion, and 
Practice, and give Satan a great Advantage a- 
gainſt you, to draw you away from yeur Sted- 
faſtneſs in your Chriſtian Courſe; but while 
you diligently compare yourſelf, and Actions, 


with the Word, and arm yourſelf with the 


Sword of the Spirit, it is written, you will be 


the better able to repe] Temptations, and pre- 


ſerve yourſelf pure from the great Tranſgreſſion. 
Be very careful therefore to put in Practice all 
known Duties, of Piety, and Devotion, to GOD, 


and of Juſtice, and Charity, to Man, and to a- 


void all known Sins of Profaneneſs, Injuſtice, 
Intemperance, and whatſoever elſe you find the 
Word of GOD warns you againſt ; that your 


whole Lives may be a conſtant, fteady, uniform 


I 


( 2) Eh. CXiX. 9. 
Obedience 
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tice to the divine Commandment : then ſhalt 


you ind be aſhamed, when you have- reſpect 


unto all his Commandments : then will not 


ur own Hearts reproach you, for acting con- 


_ rrary ro the Light of your Mind, and your 
Duty to GOD, but approve the Wiſdom of 


7 . and afford you good Hope ot A 
zppy « Concluſion. 


1. 8 Fiaby; Live upon the divine Command 
ment. The Deſign of the Commandment is to 
1 our Comfort in this World, and our 

compleat Happineſs in the next; great and pre- 
cious are the Promiſes by which this is made over, 
and ſecured to us. Let the obedient Soul then 
take this as his proper Food and Nouriſhment, 
and live upon it ; live in the Exerciſe of a lively 
Faith in the Promiſes of GOD, and in JESUS 
CHRIST, the great, and only Head, and Me- 
diator, of the new Covenant, 55 whom all the 
Promiſes are Yea, and Amen. Here, therefore, let 
the obedient Soul repair, as to his Aqlum, his 
Place of Safety in the evil Day ; and at what 
Time he is in Diſtreſs and Trouble, of any 
Kind, regularly lay hold upon the Promiſes, and 


all the Bleſſings contained therein, and from thence 


fetch in ſeaſonable, and ſufficient Support to his 


Mind under the Affüctions that befall him, and 
let in the Beams of divine Light, and Joy, 


in the darkeſt, and moſt melancholly Hours, 
that paſs over him. Thus you find the holy 
 Pfalmiſt deriving his Comfort from the di- 
vine Commandment in the midſt of all the 
Afflictions he met withal, (2) This is my Comfort 


in my Afliction, (ſays he) for thy Word hath quic- 


kened me,— Thy Statutes have been my Songs, in 
(r) Pf. cxix. 50, 54. 


1 


Le po OE TA. 
3 . « SIE 8 


2 11 
ahn 1 
a” s - 4 . 

77 . 
F 2 


Serm. IX, Divine Commandment. 243 


the Houſe of my Pilgrimage. Let us then draw 
Water out of theſe Wells of Salvation, and drink 
in of the River of divine Pleaſures, and feed-upon 
the full Joys, which are thus provided for us. 


Think not to find Relief from the Creature, and 


therefore go not to an imperfect World, alone, 
to ſupply our Wants, or redreſs our Grievances z 
but go to the exceeding broad Commandment, 
where GOD, and CHRIST, and Earth, and 
Heaven, are made over to the believing, penitent, 
obedient Soul ; and in this Portion let us rejoice, 
though we ſhould be poor, deſpiſed, and afflicted, 
in this World; for this is a Portion infinitely 
_ preferable to all that the whole Creation, alone, 
can yield us. While others, therefore, are 
ſaying, to all about them, Who will ſhew us 
any Good? And have no farther Concern upon 
their Minds, than how they may grow great, 
and graſp enough of this World in their 
Hands ; let us take in the Sweetneſs of the 
divine Promiſes, and rejoice in the Lifting up 
of the Light of GOD's Countenance upon us, 
more than in the Increaſe of Corn, and Wine, 
and Oil. So you ſee the Pſalmiſt ſlighting a Por- 
tion in this Life, and living upon the Promiſe, 
"ſaying (6) Deliver me from the Men of this World, 
who have their Portion in this Life as for me, 
T ſhall behold thy Face in Righteouſneſs, I will be 
ſatisfied when I awake with thy Likeneſs, 

Let this be our conſtant Temper, and Behavi- 
our, towards an imperfect World, and towards 


the exceeding broad Commandment of GOD ;_ 


and then, when all the Springs of Nature ſhall 
have run dry, and the final Diſſolution of the 
preſent Frame of this Viſible World ſhall have pur 
an End to all the fair Promiſes, and deluſive 
(5) Pf. xvii. 14, 15. 
Flatteries, 
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es, of created Objedts, as well as taken = 
all their Terror, we ſhall have a larger Experi- 
ence of the Excellency of the divine Command- 
ment, in the Fulnefs, and Perpetuity of its Hap- | 
pineſs, and be everlaſtingly entertained in the 
Delightful. Enjoyment of GOD, the inexhauſti- 
ble Fountain b all Bleſſedneſs. I conclude all 
with the Advice of the Apoſtle to the Romans, 
og not conformed to this World, but be ye tranſ- 


d, by the renewing of your Minds, that ye 
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prove what is that good, and acceptable, ans 
Perfect Will of GOD. 
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